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AS going, like eommon editors, to advertiae the reader of 
beauties and exc^encies of the work laid before him : 
dl him, that the illustrious author had opportunities 
: other travellers, whatever their quality or curiosity may 
ebeen, cannot obtain ; and a genius capable of making 
best improvement of eveiry opportunity. But if the 
ler, after perusing one letter only, has not discernment 
istinguish that natural el^ance, that d^cacy of senti- 
it and observation, that easy gracefulness and lovely 
plieity (which is the perfection of writing), in which 
e Letters exceed all that has appeared in this kind, or 
ost in any other, let him lay the book down, and leave 
» those who have. 

he noble author had the goodness to lend me her MS. to 
ify my curiosity in some inquiries I had made ooneeming 
travels ; and when I had it in my hands, how was it 
ible to part with . it ? . I <mce had the vanity to hope I 
ht acquaint the public, that it owed this invaluable 
sore to my importunities. But, alas! the most in- 
jOUs author has condemned it to obscurity during her 
; and conviction, as wdl as deference, obliges me to 
d to her reasons. However, if these Letter* hpptu 
witex, when I am in my grave, let this attend them, in 
imooy to posterity, that among her contemporaries, one 
oan, at least, was just to her merit, 
here is not any thing so excellent but some wiU carp at 
md the rather because of its exceUency. But to such 
neritics I shall not say •• •••••• 



gant entertuoment. ru>, _ 
which enliven every part, and that in 
spreads through the whole ; besides I 
for which it may justly be accounted I 
glish tongue ; the reader will find a n 
account of the customs and mannen 
with whom this lady conversed, tha 
author. But, as her ladyship's pen 
inmost follies of the heart, so the < 
passed over tiiem with an air of pity, 
treating with the politeness of a co 
of a lady, what the severity of her j' 
condemn. 

In short, let her own sex, at le 
aaide diab^cal Enry, and its bn 
their accursed company, sly whisi 
spitefiil detraction, and the rest of f 
I hope, are very falsely said to at 
more apt to think they frequent 
virtuous women never come. Li 
other» if they think fit, and strive 
they cannot equal it Let us be 
way to any imkind or disrespect 
ornament of our sex merely be 
' ■»'»»tht not but our heartf 



PREFACE. 5 

Rather let us freely own the superiority of this sublime 
genius, as I do, in the sincerity of my soul; pleased that a 
vcoman triumphs, and proud to follow in her train. Let 
us offer her the palm which is so justly her due; and if we 
pretend to any laurels, lay them willingly at her feet. 

M. A. 
December 18, 1724. 

Charm'd into love of what obscures my fame. 

If I had wit, I'd celebrate her name. 

And all the beauties of her mind proclaim : 

Till Malice, deafen'd with the mighty sound. 

Its ill-concerted caliramies confound : 

Let fall the mask, and with pale Envy meet. 

To ask, aod ^d, their pardon at her feet. 

You see, madam, how I lay every thing at your feet. As 
the tautology shows the poverty of my genius, it likewise 
shows the extent of your empire over my imagination* 

May SI, 17«5. 



LADY M. W. MONTAGUE 
LETTERS. 



I. 

TO THE COUNTESS OP MAR.* 

Rotterdam, Aug. 3, O. S. 1716. 

I FLATTER myself, dear sister, that I shall give you 
some pleasure in letting you know that I have safely 
passed the sea, though we had the ill-fortune of a - 
storm. We were persuaded hy the captun of tlfe 
yacht to set out in a calm, and he pretended there 
was nothing so easy as to tide it over : hut, after 
two days slowly moving, the wind hlew so hard, 
that none of the sailors could keep their feet, and 

* Lady Frances Pierrepont, seoond daughter of Evelyn, 
lint duke of Kingston, nuurried John Ereskine, earl ofHar, 
who was secretary of state for Scotland in 1Z05« J<^ned the 
Pretender in 1715, was attainted in 1716, and died at Aix-la- 
Chapdle in 173£. Gerage I. confirmed to lady Mar the 
Jointure on lord Mar's Corfeited estate, to which she was 
entitled hy her marrii^ settlement, with xemio&Aet Xo\)«x 
duighter, isSy Fraaeet £iegkine. She xeuded xoaAT^^^in 
sf Psrit. 



get to Rotterdam, out weui m v.. 
Helvoetsluys, where wc had voiture 

the Brill. 

I was charmed with the neatnes 

town ; hut my arrival at Rotterdai 

a new scene of pleasure. All the si 

with hroad stones, and before raan> 

artificers' doors are placed seats of ' 

marhles, so neatly kept, that, 1 assu 

almost aU over the town yesterd; 

my sappers, without recemng on 

ana yon may see the Dutch mai 

pavement of the street with more 

Sirs do our bedchambers. The to 

of people, with such busy faces, all 

I am hardly fancy it is not some 

but I sec it is every day the same. 

ran be more advantageously i 
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LADY MONTAXSU'S LETTERS. 9 

cripples, so common in London, nor teased witli 
the importnnity of idle fellows and wenches, that 
choose to be nasty and lazy. The common ser- 
vants, and little shop-women, here, are more 
nicely clean than most of oar lacties ; and the great 
variety of neat dresses (every woman dressing her 
bead after her own fuhiion) is an addit^onid plea- 
sare in seeing the town. 

You see, hitherto, dear sister, I make no com- 
pkunts; and, if I continue to like travelling aS -well 
as I do at present, I shall not repent my project. 
It will go a great way in making me satisfied with 
it, if it affords me an opportunity of entertaining 
yon. But it is not from Holland that you may 
expect a disinterested offer. I can write' enough 
in the style of Rotterdam, to tell you plainly, in 
one word, that I expect returns of all the London 
news. You see I have already learnt to make a 
good bargain ; and that it is not for nothing I will 
ao much as tell you, I am your afiectionate sister. - 



II. 
TO MRS. SKERRGT.* 

Hagae, Aug. 5, O. S. 1716. 

I MAKE haste to tell yon, dear madam, that, after 
all the dreadful fatigues you threatened me i^th, I 
am hitherto very well pleased with my journey. 
We take care to make such short stages every day, 

• Aiterwurd the ieeoad wife of Robett, fknX «u\ «& 

b2 



aved, shaded ou w«^^ 
(Ordered ivith large canals, fauui w«. 
ind repassing. Every twenty paces gi^ 
prospect of some yiUa, and every four hi 
a large town, so sarprisin|ly neat, I ai 
would be charmed with them. The plat 
at is certadnly one of the finest villages ii 
Here are severaLsqnares finely built, i 
think a particnlar beauty) the whole se 
large trees. The Vo-rhoui is, at the 
the Hydit^tPark and Mall of the people 
for they take the sdr in it both on 
coaches. There are shops for wafers 
&c. 

1 have been to see several of the n: 
gardens, bat I will not tease you - 
scriptions. I dare say you think m 
i'%.t«r enough. But I must not co 

-''*•» for not obe 
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III. 
TO MRS. S. C. 

Nim^guen, Aug. IS, O. S. 1716. 

I AM extremely sorry, my dear S. that your fears of 
.(Hsobliging your relations, and their fears for your . 
health and safety, have hindered me from enjoying 
the happiness of your company, and you the plea- 
sure of a diverting journey. I receive some degree 
of mortification from every agreeable novelty or 
pleasing prospect, by the reflection of your having 
80 unluckily missed the delight which I know it 
would have given you. 

If yon were mtl\ me in this town, you would be 
ready to expect to receive visits from your Notting- 
ham friends. No two places were ever more re- 
sembUng ; one has but to give the Maese the name 
of the Trent, and there is no distinguishing the 
prospect. The houses, like those of Nottingham, 
are built one above another, and are intermixed 
in the same manner with trees and gardens. 
The tower they call Julius Caesar's has the same 
situation with Nottingham castle ; and I can- 
not help fancying^ I see from it the Trent-field, 
Adboulton, &c. places so well known to us. It is . 
truS, the fortifications make a considerable differ- * 
ence. All the learned in the art of war bestow 
gi'eat commendations on them ; for my part, that 
know nothing of the matter, I shall coti^&iit \£l')%»^M ■ 
with telling you, it is a very prelt^ "v«?iJ^ wl ^^ 
ramparts, on which there is atOYrer,N«n ^^^^'^' 



Tilne of an English two-pence to g( 
then away they go, bridge and sdl, to 
of the riFf r, with so slow a motion 
sensible of any at all. 

I was yesterday at the French chni 
Tery much at their manner of service 
clapped on a broad-brimmed hat in 
which gave him entirely the air of 
him, in Bartholomew fair, which ] 
extraordinary antic gestures, and p 
snch stuff as the.other talked to the 
.ever, the congregation seemed to i 
great devotion ; and I was informed 
flock, that he is a person of particula 
them. I believe, by this time, yo 
tired with my account of him, as 
5ermon ; but I am sure your brothe 
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altars, the rich images of the 
silver) and the enchassures of 
I cuuld not help murmuring i 
profusion of pearls, diamonds, a 
in the adornment of rotten teet 
own that I had wickedness e 
Ursula's pearl necklaces; tho 
was no wickedness at all, an ii 
tainly one's neighbour; but 1 
and wished she herself conve 
plate. I should also gladly se< 
ver a great St. Christopher, wh 
look very well in a cistern. 

These were my pious reflecti 
very well satisfied to see, piled 
our nation, the skulls of the e 
gins. I have seen some hund 
of no less consequence ; but I 
common style of travellers so 
a list of them, bdntr nersuade 
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V. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL.* 

Nuremberg, Aug. S2, O. S. 1716. 

After fire. days travelling post, I could not sit 
down to write on any other occasion, than to tell 
my dear lady Bristol, that I have not forgotten her 
obliging conunand, of sending her some account of 
my travels. 

I have already passed a large part of Germany^ 
have seen all that is remarkable in Cologn, Frank- 
fort, Wurtzburg, and this place. It is impossible 
not to observe the difference between the free 
towns and those under the government of absolute 
princes, as all the little sovereigns of Germany are. 
In the first there appears an air of commerce and 
plenty : the streets are well built, and. full of peo- 
ple, neatly ,and plainly dressed : the shops are 
loaded with merchandise, and the commonalty are 
dean and clieerful. In the other, you see a sort of 
shabby finery, a number of dirty people of quality 
tawdered out ; narrow nasty streets out of repidr, 
wretchedly thin of inhabitants, and above half of the 
common sort asking alms. I cannot help fancying 
one under the figure of a clean Dutch citizen's wife, 
and the other like a poor town lady of pleasure, 
pidnted and ribboned out in her head-dress, with 

* 

* Eliubeth, daughter and heir of sir Thomas Felton, 
bart of Playford, county of Suffblk, second wife of John 
Henrey, first earl of BristoL She died in 1741. 



ashamed to o^¥n that I wish th^s 
force in other parts of the world, 
aiders impartiaUy the merit of a ric 
in most places, the respect and the 
it procures, not to speak of the en 
it occasions, (which is very ofte 
charm to the wearer,) one is force< 
there is need of an uncommon u 
resist the temptation of pleasing f 
tifying rivals ; and that it is natur 
pie to fall into a folly which betn 
want of money which is the soarc 
basenesses. What numbers of mei 
world with generous inclinations, 
wards been the instruments of br 
a whole people, being led by va 
debts that they could clear no othc 
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lies. I have seen h^re, in the principal church, a 
large piece of the cross set in jewels, and the point 
of the spear, which they told me, very gravely, was 
the same that pierced the side of onr Savionr. But 
I was particularly diverted in a little Roman Catholic 
church which is permitted here, where the profess- 
ors of that religion are not very rich, and conse- 
quently cannot adorn their images in so rich man- 
ner as their neighbotfrs. For, not to be quite de- 
stitute of all finery, they' have dressed up an image 
of our Saviour over the altar in a fsdr full-bottomed 
wig, very well powdered. I imagine I see your 
ladyship stare at this article, of which you very 
much doubt the veracity ; but, upon my word, I 
have not yet made use of the privilege of a traveller | 
and my whole account is written with the same 
plain sincerity of heart, with which I assure you 
that I am^ dear madam, yours, &c. &c. 



VI. 

TO MRS. THISTLETHWAYTE. 

Ratisbon, Aug. 30, O. S. I716. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving yours but the day 
before 1 left London. I give you a thousand thanks 
for your good wishes, and have such an opinion of 
their efficacy, that. I am persuaded I owe in part to 
them the good luck of having proceeded so far on 
my long journey without any ill accident ; for I do 
not reckon it any, to have been stopped a fevr dacf^ 
in this towa by a cold, since it has not onVf ^v^ev^ 
aeaa opportaaity of seeing all that 18 cat\ox»\w\t.» 



envoys from different states, 
number of them, and they m 
agreeably enough, if they wer 
point of ceremony. But, inst< 
design of making the town as 
ther|ui they can, and improvinj 
they amuse themselves no othe 
petnal quarrels, which they t 
by leaving them to their succ( 
to Ratislx)n receives, regularl) 
rels among the perquisites of 1 
' You may be sare the ladiet 
their side, in cherishing and i 
portant picques, which divide 
as many parties as there are fs 
rather to suffer the mortificat 
alone on their assembly- night 
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laitiDg disputes turns entirely upon rank, place, and 
the title of Excellency, which they all pretend to ; 
and, what is yery hard, will give it to nobody. For 
my part, I could not forbear adrising them (for the 
pQblic good) to give the title of Excellency to every 
body, which would include the receiving it from 
eiery body ; but the very mention of such a dis- 
boDourable peace was received with as much indig- 
Mtion as Mrs. Blackaire did the motion of a refer- 
ence : and, indeed, 1 began to think myself ill- 
natured, to offer to take from them, in a town where 
there are so few diversions, so entertaining an 
amusement. I know that my peaceable disposition 
already gives me a very ill figure^ and that it ispvb' 
Ucly whispered, as a .piece of impertinent pride in 
me, that I have hitherto been saucily civil to every 
body, as if I thought nobody good enough to quar- 
rel with. I should be obliged to change my beha- 
fiour if I did not intend to pursue my journey ii^ a 
£ew days. 

. I have been to see the churches here, and had the 
permission of touching the relics, which was never 
suffered in places where I was not known. I had, 
by this privilege, the opportunity of making an ob* 
.servatiou, which I doubt not might have been made 
in all the other churches, that the emeralds and ra- 
bies which they show round their relics and imajbs 
are most of them false ; though they tell you that 
many of the crosses and JUladofinas, set round with 
these stones, have been the 'gifts of the emperors 
and other great princes. 1 do not doubt, indeed, 
bnt they were at first jewels of value ; but the good 
fathers have found it convenient to apply them to 
other uses, and the people arc just as well satisfied 



3 LETTERS* 

lese relics tbcy sliowe* 
gold, which they called 

ould not forbear asldng 
lowed it. Whether the 
aestion almost pat him 
I answered, They only 
J very much acandaUsed 
;he Trinity, where thp 
• the figure of a decrepit 
vu to his knees, and a 
lolding in his arms the 
I the Holy GhoH, in the 
iver him. 

his minute to call ftie to 
; to tell you, very abmpt- 
;c. &c. 



TESS OF MAR. 

Vienna, Sept. 8, O. S. 1716. 
safely arrived at Vienna; 
not at all suffered in my 
rer to me) in that of my 

I. 

from Ratisbon, a journey 
n tlie Danube, in one of 
, they very properly call 
. them all the conveniences 
B chambers, kitchens, &c 

, her only son, was bom 17' 
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lliey are rowed by twelve men each, aifd more with 
mch incredible swiftness, that in the same day you 
have the pleasure of a vast variety of prospects ; 
and, mthin the space of a few hours, yon have the 
pleasure of seeing a populous dty adorned with 
magnificent palaces, and the most romaotic soli- 
tsdes, whidi appear distant from the commerce of 
mankind, the Innks of the Danube beiug charmingly 
dhersified with woods,- rocks, mountains covered 
mth vines, fields of com, large cities, and ruins of 
ancient ca&tles. I saw the great towns of Passau 
and Lintz, famous for the retreat of the imperial 
court when Vienna was besieged. 

This town, which has the hooour of being the 
emperor's residence, did not at all answer my ideas 
of it, being much less than I expected to find It ; 
the street^ are very close, and so narrow, one can- 
Dot observe the fine fronts of the palaces, though 
many of them very well deserve observation, being 
truly magnificent. They are built of fine white 
stone, and are excessively high. For, as the town 
is too little for the number of the people that desire 
to live in it, the builders seem to have projected to 
repair that misfortune,,by clapping one town on the 
top of another, most of the houses being of five, and 
some of them six stories. You may easily imagine, 
that the streets bdng so narrow, the rooms are ex- 
tremely dark ; and, what is an inconveniency much 
more intolerable^ in my opinion, there is do house 
that has so few as^ve or six families in it. The 
apartments, of the greatest ladies, and even of the 
ministers of state, are prided but by a partition 
from that of a tulor or shoemaker ; and 1 know 
nobody that has above two floors in any house, ont 
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I was yesterday at count Schonbrunn,* the vice- 
chancellor's garden, where I was invited to dinner. 
I must own, I never saw a place so perfectly delight- 
ful as the fauxburg of Vienna. It is very large, and 
almost wholly composed of delicious palaces. If 
the emperor found it proper to permit the gates of 
the town to be laid open, that the fauxburg might 
be joined to it, he would have one of the largest 
and best-built cities in Europe. Ck)unt Schonbrunn's 
idlla is one of the most magnificent ; the furniture, 
aU rich brocades, so well fancied and fitted up, no- 
thing can look more gay and splendid ; not to speak 
of a gallery, full of rarities of coral, mother of pearl, 
&c. and, throughout the whole house, a pro^sion 
of gilding, carving, fine paintings, the most beand- 
ful porcekdn, statues of alabaster and ivory, and 
vast orange and lemon trees in gilt pots. The din- 
ner was perfectly fine and well ordered, and made 
still moi:e agreeable by the good humour of the 
count. 

I have not yet been at court, being forced to stay 
for my^gown, without which there is no waiting on 
the empress ; Ihough I am not without great im- 
patience to see a beauty that has been the admira- 
tion of so many different nations. When I have 
h^ diat honour, I will not fail to let you know my 
real thoughts, always taking a particular pleasure 
ia communicating them to my dear sister. 

• The palace of Schonbnmn is distant about two miles 
tnm. Vienna. It was designed by John Bernard Fischers, 
the PaUadio of Germany, in 1696, and was afterwards used 
as a hunting seat by the emperor and his tovaU 



niug to write to yon, bat that they wm oe mi 
ist impartial representations of a free heart, an 
i truest copies you ever saw, though of a ?ci 
.>an original. Not a feature will be softened, o 
y advantageous light employed to make the ii^ 
Ing a little less hideous, but you shall find it in a 
spects most horribly like. You will do me an ii 
)tice if you look upon any thing [ shall say froi 
is instant,. as a compliment either to yon or f 
yself : whatever I write will be the real thongl 
that hour, and I know you will no more ezpe 
of me to persevere till death in every sendme 

* notion I now set down, than you would imagi 
man's face should never change after his picto 

as once drawn. 
The freedom I shall use in this manner 

sinking aloud (as somebody rails it), or ta! 

mav indeed prove me a fo 



■— «»»»»w»»« 



LADY MONTAGU'S LETTERS. 25 

windows in our breasts, I should be for earring it 
further, and making those windows casemients : 
that while a man showed his heart to all the world, 
he might do something more for his friends, e'en 
take it out, and trust it to their handling. I think 
I love you as well as king Herod could Herodias 
(though I never had so much as one dance with 
you), and would as freely give you my heart in a 
dish as he did another's head. But since Jupiter 
will not have it so, I must be content to show my 
taste in life as I do my taste in painting, by lo^ng 
to have as little drapery as possible, because it is 
good to use people to what they must be acquainted 
with ; and there will certainly come some day of 
judgment to. uncover every soul of us. We shall 
then see how the prud^ of this world owed all their 
fine figure only to their b^ing a little straiter laced, 
and that they were naturally as arrant sqnabs as 
those that went more (oose, nay, as those that never 
girded their loins at all. 

But a particular reason to engage you to write 
your thoughts the noore freely to me, is, that I am 
confident no one knows you better. For I find, 
when others express their opinion of you, it falls 
very short of mine, and I am sure, at the same time, 
theirs is such as you would think sufficiently in your 
favour. 

You may easily imagine how desirous I mi|8t be 
of a correspondence with a person who had taught 
me long ago, that it was as possible to esteem at 
first sight, as to love : and who has since ruined me 
for all the conversation of one sex, and almost q]&. 
the friendship of the other. 1 am W \ao %eTcS^(\<t ^ 
ihnmg^ your iiteaDS^ that the comp^^^ ol xda\)^ 

VOL. /, c 



tlian pbiuwopiiy, ana, siDce i neam juu, u 
M one alive wiser than all the sages. A { 
fenqale wisdom ! it makes a man ten tin 
nneasy than his own ! What is very strai 
toe herself, when yon have the dressing h< 
amiable for one's repose. What a world 
might -you have done in yonr time, if yoi 
lowed half the fine gentlemen who have se< 
have bat conversed with- yon ? They wc 
been strangely canght, while they though) 
Ml in love with a f^r face, and you had b 
them with reason and virtue; two bean 
the very fops pretend to have no acqi 
with. 

The unhappy cRstance at which we coi 
removes a great many of those punctiUou 
tions tmd decorums that oftentimes in ne 
versation prejudice truth to save good bre 
may now hear of my faults, and you of } 
qualities, without a blush on either side. 
fiiMMi such unfortunate ffenerous ten 



IQET did I behare the lait honr [ mw yoa ? 
pee of conceni did 1 diacorerwhen 1 fella 
le, which 1 hope foa nerer will feel, that of 
Toai what one most eshxnit > For if mjr 
Doked but lilce that of yoor DommOD ic- 
oe, I am the greateai of all the bjpoctitet 

iectarj made. 

'dncepMabf the botiKbnt with Ibefame 
nelaiicholy that we feel upon ie«iig the 
a Mend, which only'scrrrfi lo put at hi 
what we hATC lotc. I reSecl upon the dr- 
Cf of yoar departure, jour bebavionr in 
laj call Tonr 1>»' moments, and I Indole a 
Lind of gatisfactioD in thinkiDg jou gare 
thoie last monjcnts to me. I mmlil faiu 
this was Dot accidental, bnt proceeded from 
ition which I know you hare In finding out 

of people's sentiments, and that yon were 
lllng the last man that wonld have parted 
sbonldbethelastihatdld. Ireallylooked 



> w **«w«^AW 



ua^ypx londness of an nnexf 
sorroanded with all the enchantment 
romance and poetry. In a word, ms 
from him aa many pleasures and gr 
even I think you can give. I wish 
heart, and while f examine what pass4 
gard to yon, I cannot but glory in my o 
it is capable of so much generosity. 1 
nnadtenible esteem and sincerity. 

Madam, 
Your most faithful obe 
humble 



IX. 

TO MR. POPE.* 
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for me. It is cert^n that I may, if I please, 
take the fiue things you say to me for wit and 
raillery; and, it may be, it would be taking them 
right. But I never, io my life, was half so well 
disposed to believe you in earnest as I am at pre^ 
sent, and that distance, which makes the continua- 
tion of your friendship improbable, has very much 
increased my faith in it. 

I find that I have (as well as the rest of my sex), 
whatever face I set on it, a strong disposition to 
believe in miracles. Do not fancy, however, that I ^ 
am infected by the air of these popish countries ; I 
have, indeed so far wandered from the discipline 
of the church of England, as to have been last Sun- 
day- at the opera, which was performed in the gar- 
den of the FavoritUi and I was so much pleased 
with it, 1 have not yet repented my seeing it. No- 
thing of that kind ever was more magnificent ; and 
I can easily believe what I am told, that the deco* 
rations and habits cost the emperor thirty thou- 
sand pounds sterling. The stage was built over a 
very large canal, and, at the beginning of the se- 
cond act, divided into two parts, discovering the 
water, on which there immediately came, from 
different parts, two fleets of little gilded vessels, 
that gave the representation of a naval fight. It 
is not easy to imagine the beauty of this scene, 
which I took particular notice of. But all the rest 

them muct be directed by eircumstances; and, as moit of 
them were written to lady Mary during her first absence 
firom ]Sn|;land, we shall advert to them^aa IXASiitk^v^^is^> 
of this correspondence. 
The letter of Pope, to whidi tkA*\» wa. «MW«t^^J^^«*»**^ 
Aom the original MS. 



i, 8orprising swiftness, 
that it is hard to carry the eye to tnc x.^ 
the habits in the atmost magniflcence, to 
her of one hundred and eight. No h( 
hold snch Uirge decorations ; but die lad 
ting in the open air, exposes them to gr 
veniences ; for there is but one canopy fm 
rial foaily ; and the first night it was re 
a shower of rain happening, the opera w 
off, and the company crowded away in 9 
sion, diat I was almost squeezed to deaf 
But if their operas are thus delig 
comedies are in as high a degree ridicu 
have but one playhouse, where I had 
to go to a German comedy, and was 
happened to be the story of Amphitn 
sufcjlect has been already handled by a I 
•'-- iSsh poet, I was curious tc 
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use Jupiter made of his metamorphosis ; for you no 
sooner saw him under the figure of Amphitryon^ 
baty instead of flying to Alcmena, with the raptures 
Mr. Dryden puts into his mouth, he sends for Am- 
phitryon's tai]0r« and cbeais him ci » laced coat^ 
and his banlcer of a bag of money, a Jew of a cUa* 
mond ring, and bespeaks a great supper in. his 
name : and the greatest part of the comedy inns 
upon poor AmpUtryon's being tormented by thesa 
people for their' debts. Mercury uses Sosia in the 
same manner. But I could not easily pardon the 
liberty the poet has taken oTlardiBg his play with, 
not only indecent expressions, but such gross words^ 
as 1 dont think our mob would suffer from a 
mountebank. Besides, the two Sosias very fairly 
let down their breeches in the direct view of the 
boxes, which were full of people of the first rank, 
that seemed very well pleased with their enter- 
tainment; and assured me this was a celebratted 
piece. 

I shall condude my letter with this remarkabte 

relation, very well worthy the serious consideration 

tf Mr. Collier.* I will not 'trouble you with fiire^ 

rell compliments, which I think generally as im- 

utinent as curtsies at leainng the room, when 

e visit had been too long already. 

* JcMray CoDler, aa Eagttsh dlvkit, cmiant for Mt 
7 and wit* 



Though I have so lately troubled you 
sister, with a long letter, yet I will kee 
mise io giving you an account of my fin 
court. 

In order to that ceremony, I was squc 
a gown, and adorned with a gorget aoc 
implements thereunto belonging; a dre 
convenient, but which certainly showt 
and shape to great advantage. I cam 
giving you some description of the fas 
which are more monstrous, and cont 
common sense and reason, than it is i 
you to imagine. They build certain 
gauze on their heads, about a yard high 
of three or four stories, fortified with 
yards of heavy ribboQ. The foundat 
structure is a thing they call a bouru 
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of diamoods, pearls, red, green, and yellow 
, that it certainly requires as mach art and 
ence to carry the load upright, as to dance 
if ay-day with the garland. Their whale-bone 
»ats ontdo ours by several yards circumference, 
?er some acres of ground. 

may easily suppose how this extraordinary 
ets oflf and improves the natural ugliness with 

God Almighty has been pleased to endow 
generally speaking. Even the lovely empress 
; IS obliged to comply, in some degree, with 
absurd fashions, which they would not quit 
the world. I had a private audience (accord- 
ceremony) of half an hour, and then alT the 
adies were permitted to come and make their 

I was perfectly charmed with the empress : 
9t, however, tell you that her features are 
* ; her eyes are not large, but have a lively 
tiU of sweetness ; her complexion the finest I 
IW4 her nose and forehead well made, but 
iQth has ten thousand charms, that touch the 
When she smiles, it is with a beauty and 
ess that forces adoration. She has a vast 
ty of fine fair hair ; but then her person ! — 
ist speak of it poetically to do it rigid justice ; 
; the poets have s^d of the mien of Juno, 

of Venus, come not up to the truth. The 

move with herr the famous statue of Me. 



, 1 



in to pay their court; but this drawing, 
very different from that of England ; no ma 
it but the grand-master, who comes in to i 
the empress of the approach of the emper 
imperial mt^esty did me the honour of spc 
me in a rery obliging manner; but be nerc 
to any of the other ladies; and the who 
with a gravity and ur of ceremony that h 
thing very formal In it. 

The empress Amelia, dowager of the 
peror Joseph, came this erening to wai 
reigning empress, followed by the two 
cfhesses, her daughters, who are very ; 
young princesses. Their imperial rosiest 
and went to meet her at the door of the ro* 
which she was seated in an armed chair, 
empress, and in the same manner at su] 
*u»M> 4^0 mpn htui the nermission of pay 
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ding of a sister maid, whom the empress always 
presents with her picture set in diamonds, l^e 
three first of them are called ladies of the kep, And 
wear gold keys by their sides; but what I find 
most pleasant^ is the custom which obliges them, as 
long as they live, after they have left the empress's 
service, to make her some present every year ou 
the day of her feast. Her majesty is served by no 
mumed women bat the grande mailresie, who is 
geiferally a widow of the first quality, always very 
old, and is at the same time groom of the stole, 
and mother of the maids. The dressers are not at 
all in the figure they pretend to in England, being 
looked upon no otherwise than as downright cham- 
bermaids. 

I had an audience next day of the empress mo« 
ther, a princess of great virtue and goodness, but 
who piques herself too much on a violent devotiout 
She is perpetually performing extraordinary acts of • 
penance, without having ever done any thing to de- 
serve them. She has the same number of maids of 
honour, whom she differs to go in colours ; but she 
herself never quits her mourning: and sure nothing 
can be more dismal than the mourning here, even 
for a brother. There is i^ot the least bit of lineu 
to be seen ; all black crape instead of it. The neck, 
ears, and side of the face, are covered with a plaited 
piece ^ the same stuff, and the' face, that peeps 
oat in the midst of it, looks as if it were pilloried. 
The widows wear, over and above, a crape forehead 
cloth ; and in this solemn weed go to all the public 
places of diversion without scruple. 

l%e next day I was to wait ou \\ie ^iiv^^^ 
Amelia, who ia now at her psdace oi t«;\Xx^\xk^^x« 



1 LBTTEM- 

1 had there the plM|; 
wholly new to m^ 
.sernent of this cowt 
•ated on a little throne 
in the garden. a»dM 
two parties of her la^ 
,oung arcbduchesse.,^ 
' jewels, with fine hght 
it proper dbtances were 

• Jlch were the ««*• 
a that of a Cupid, fiumg 
l*e«ot,o.'Ti* «.«-'• 
,nd. a F0RTUT.B, holdmg 
he lootto. For her «>hm 
td was a Sword, with a 
rt,Themotto.tf«-«J.»« 

Near the '"'P'"'^. ';j*j* 
th flowers, and madeofW- 

hung rich Turkish band- 
sTaces, &c. for the smaU 

^e t^ first witb her o^ 
ruby ring, set round with 
f.box. There was for the 
with brilliants: and, be- 
e china for the tea-ttWe. 
tt trunks, fans, and many 

" nature. All *« ■°f»,.« 
:°peetatorsibutthelad«s 

«^-^re'Tw«t"ytru 

n^'ThirenUrnment.Ul 
It make as good a figure r 

K^.if?could.^i.e 
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emperor, and there is rarely a week without some 
feast of this kind, which makes the yonug ladies 
skilfal enough to defend a fort. They laughed very 
mncfa to see me afraid to handle a guu. 

My dear sister, you will easily pardon an abrupt 
conclusion. I believe, by this time, you are ready 
to fear I shall never conclude at all. 



XI. 

TO THE LADY RICH. 

Vienna, Sept. 20, O. S. 1716, 

I AM extremely pleased, but not at all surprised, at 
the long delightful letter you have had the goodness 
to send me. I know that you can think of an ab- 
!^nt friend even in the midst of a court, and you 
}ove to oblige, where yon can have no view of a 
return ; and I expect from you that yon should love 
me, and think of me, when you do not see me. 

I have compassion for the mortifications that 
yon tell me befel our little friend, and I pity her 
much more, since I know that they are only owing 
to the barbarous customs of our country. Upon 
my word, if she were here, she would have no 
other fault but that of being, something too young 
for the fashion, and she has nothing to do but to 
transplant herself hither about seven years hence, 
to be again a young and blooming beauty. I can as- 
sure you that wrinkles, or a small stoop in the 
shoulders, nay, even gray hsurs, are uo «V^^cX\«VkV(^ 
the mnkwg new conquests. 1 know ^om c«wafiK 
eatilyAgare to yourself a young f^ovf oltw^^^a-^- 
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liug my lady Saffoll^ with pasaioii, or 
) hand the coantess of Oxford firom w 
It sach are the sighta I see every dayyud 
^rceive any body surprised at them bot 
\ woman, till five-and-thirty, is only 
m as a raw girl ; and can pos^Uy ntiu 
u the world till about forty. I do not 
t your ladyship may think of this matter 4 
a considerable comfort to me, to know 
»on earth such a paradise for old women ; 
content to be insignificant at present, in 
I of returning when I am fit to appear 
Isc. I cannot help lamenting on this oc- 
; pitiful case of too many good EngUih 
ig since retired to prudery and ratafia, 
their stars had luckily conducted luther, 
le in the first rank of beauties. Besidei, 
;xing word reputation has quite another 
ere than what you give it at London ; and 
over is so far from losing that it it pro- 
ng reputation; ladies being. much moit 
in regard to the rank of their lovers, 
9f their husbands. 

It you will think very odd, the two sects 
! the whole nation of petticoats are ut* 
iown in this place. Here are neitlier 
nor prudes. No woman dares appear 
Dough to encourage two lovers at a tiaif 
e not seen any such prudes as to pretea 

their husbands, who are certainly tb 
ed set of people in the world, and loo 
I- wives' gallants as favourably as men 

deputies, that take the troublesome 
iiaeas off their handa. T\i«.^ 
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howerer, the less to do on that account ; for they 
are generally deputies in another place themselves ; 
in one word, it is the established cnstom for every 
lady to have two husbands, one that bears the 
name, and another that performs the duties. And 
these engagements are so well known, that it would 
be a downright affront, and publicly resented, if 
you invited a woman of quality to dinner, without, 
at the same time, inviting her two attendants of 
lover and husband, between whom she sits in state 
with great gravity. The sub-marriages generally 
last twenty years together, and the lady often com- 
mands the poor lover's estate, even to the utter 
ruin of his family. 

These connexions, indeed, are as seldom begun 
by any real passion as other matches ; for a man 
makes but an ill figure that is not in some com- 
merce of this nature ; and a woman looks out for 
a lover as soon as she is married, as part of her 
equipage, without which she could not be genteel ; 
and the first article of the treaty is establishing the 
pension, which remains to the lady in case the gal- 
lant should prove inconstant. This chargeable 
point of honour I look upon as the real foundation 
of so many wonderful instances of constancy. I 
really know some women of the first quality, whose 
pensions are as well known as their annual rents, 
and yet nobody esteems them the less ; on the con- 
trary, their discretion would be called lii question, 
if they should be suspected to he mistresses for no- 
thing. A great part of their emulation consists in 
trying who tihdH get most ; and havinf^ ia mVn!|^^ 
tt vJl h go fiur a disgnce, that, I ^W msw^tjwl^^ 
/ad/ who is rcry much ' my friend View » toW ti»\s»^'^ 



iieved that was the cause of my seec 
aod this was all she could find to sa 
cation. 

But one of the plcasantest adveutn 
vnth in my life was last uight, and i 
a just idea in what a delicate mauner 
Hons are managed in this country. 

assembly of the countess of , a 

count of — ^, leading me down stal 
how long I was to stay at Vienna ? I 
that my stay depended on the emperc 
not in mjr power to determine it. " Vf 
said he, '* whether your time here is 
short, I think you ouglit to pass it a^^ 
to that end yon must engage in a litth 
heart." ** My heart," answered I, gra 
** does not engage very easily; and I ha 
of parting with if '* " » — - ' 
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my 0^ country ; but I was well enough acquainted 
with the way of this, to know that he really in- 
tended me an obligation, and I thanked him with a 
very grave cnrtsy for his zeal to serve me, and 
only assured him I had no occasion to make nse 
of it. 

Thus yon see, my dear, that gallantry and good- 
breeding are as different, in different climates, as ' 
morality and religion. Who have the rightest no- 
tions of both, we shaU never know till the day of 
judgment ; for which great day of eclaircissemeni, 
I own there is very little impatience in yoar, &c. 
&c. 



xn. 

TO MRS. THISTLETHWAYTE. 

Vienna, Sept. £6, O.S. 17 1 6. 

I WAS never Qiore agreeably surprised than by yoar 
I obliging letter. It is a peculiar mark of my esteem 
\ tbat I tell you so; and I can assure you, that if I 
I loved you one grain less than I do, I should be very 
sorry to see it so diverting, as it is. The mortsd 
* aversion I have to writing, makes me tremble at the" 
I thoaghts of a new correspondent ; and I believe I 
■ have disobliged no less than a dozen of my London 
acquaintance by refusing to hear from them, though 
I did verily think they intended to send me very 
entertaining letters. But I had rather lose the plea* 
rare of reading several witty things, th^u \^ iQit^«\ 
to write man/ stupid ones. * 
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these coofliderations, I ajbn c 
i your friendshiji, and beg i 
§ame goodness, though I f 
will make you imiDed&tcl] 
. from Austria that one ca 
and I am already infected iPf 
country. Even their anuM 
are carried on with a an 
hey are never lively but npm 
There, I own, they show a 
d it is not long since two i 
• narrow street at night, the 1 
ing able to adjust the cerem 
d go back, sat there, with eq; 
two in the morning, and we 
ermiued to die upon the spotj 
n a point of that importance, t 
Id never have been cleared ti 
he emperor had not sent his g 
; and even then they refused to 
lent could be found out of taki 
in chairs, exactly in the same 
t ladies were agreed, it was m 
that the pas was decided betwec 
1, no less tenacious of their ran' 

aesion is so omnipotent in th( 
en, that even their husbands m 
ready to break their hearts, I 
ir puts an end to their rankj 
Dy place at Vienna. The men r 
bed with this point of honour 
scorn to marry, but even to i 
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^oy woman of a family not as illastrioiu as their 
c^wn ; and the pedigree is much more considered by 
them, than either the complexion or features of 
t.heir mistresses. Happy are the shes that can nam- 
iser amongst their ancestors counts of the empire ; 
thej have neither occasion for beauty, money,*nor 
eood conduct, to get them husbands. It is true, as 
to money, it is seldom any advantage to the man 
they marry; the laws of Austria confine the wo- 
man's portion to two thousand florins (about two 
Irandred pounds English), and whatever they have 
lieside remains in their own poHsessiou and dis- 
posal. Thus, here are many ladies much richer 
than their husbands, who are, however, obliged to 
allow them pin-money agreeably to their quality ; 
tttd I attribute to this considerable branch of pre- 
rogative the liberty that they take upon other occa- 
sions. 

I am sure you, that know my laziness, and ex- 
treme indifference on this subject, will pity me, 
entangled amongst all these ceremonies, which are 
« wonderful burden to me, though 1 am the envy 
lithe whole town, having, by their own customs, 
)itpa» before them all. They indeed so revenge^ 
pon the poor envoys, this great respect shown to 
ibMsadors, that (with all my indifference) I 
oold be very uneasy to suffer it. Upon days of 
lemony they have no entrance at court, and on 
ler days must content themselves with walking 
Y every soul, and being the very last taken- no* 
of. But I must write a volume to let you 
w all the ceremonies ; and I have already said 
much on bo doU a subject, which, however. 



employs the whole care of the people here. I M 
not, after this, tell joa bow agreeably time M 
away with me ; jon liiion as well as I d(K fi 
taste of, 

YoDn, &c. &c. 



TO THE LADY X***. 

ViauH, Oct I, O.g. ITII 
You desire toe, madam, to send ron Bome accot 
of the customs here, and ac the same lime ■< 
HMiplion of Vienna. I am always willing to ol 
your commands ; bul yoa mnst, upon this occaidl 
take the will for the deed. If I should underti 
to tell you all the particulars, in which the ml 
ners here differ from ours, I must write a wtai 
quire of the dullest sins' that ever was read, 
priuted without being read. Their dres* 8^ 
with the French or English in no one ar^le,) 
wearing petticoats. They have many foshioni) 
culiar to IhemselTca ; ihey think it indecent to 
widow ever to wear green or rose colonr, bat 
the other gayest colours at her own dtocreth 
The assemblies here are tbe only regnlar dlreiril 
the' operas t>dng always at conrt, and cranmimly 
•ome partlcnlar occasion. Madame Habnlin hu 1 
assemidy constantly every piglit at her hoose ; ■ 
the other ladles, whenever tbey have a nilnd 
display the magnilieence of tbtAr t^MnmcDti, 
oblige a friend by compUmentlng them on the t 
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^ their ssdnt, they declare, that on such a day thi 
^mbly shall be at their house in honour of the 

^l of the count or countess such a one. These 

^ys are called days of Gala, and all the friends or 
^tious of the lady, whose saiqt it is, are obliged 
^ appear in their best clothes, and all their jewels, 
^e mistress of the house takes no particular no- 
ice of any body, nor returns any body's visit ; and 
whoever pleases may go, without the formality of 
^ing presented. The company are entertained 
^th ice in several forms, winter and summer; 
•fterwards they divide into several parties of ombre, 
Iqaet, or conversation, all games of hazard being 
)ri>idden. 

I saw the other day the^ gala for count Altheim, 
le emperor's favourite, and never in my life saw 
) many fine clothes ill-fancied : they embroider 
le richest gold stuffs ; and provided they can make 
leir clothes expensive enough, that is all the taste 
ey show in them. On other days, the general 
ess is a scarf, and what yon please under it. 
Bat now I am speaking of Vienna, I am sure you 
pect I should say something of the convents ; they 
s of all sorts and sizes, but I am best pleased with 
Rt of St. Lawrence, where tfte ease and neatness 
ey seem to lire with appears to be much more 
IMng than those stricter orders, where perpetual 
nance and mistiness must breed discontent and 
«tchedness. The nuns are all of quality. I think 
ete are to the number of fifty. 'They have each 

them a little cell perfectly clean, the walls of 
ildi are covered with pictures more or less fiue^ 
eofding to their quality. A loBg viYvite %\.ow^ 
Kpij rang by all of them, fumislied vAxYi X\i^ V^<i 



: i;l 



%aa«.ux# &«vftft«»j • 



A%9 «• TV t 



! I 
. V 



f ■ 



I . 



t 1. 




are turned op with fine white calicc 
dress the same, excepting a sm 
crape that falls behind. They ha^ 
serving nuns, that wait on them 2 
maids : they receive all visits of 
at ombre in their chambers, wil 
their abbess, which is very easy t 
never saw an old woman so good 
near fourscore, and yet shows v< 
decay, being still lively and cheerl 
me as if I had been her dang 
sonUe pretty things of her own m 
meats in abundance. The grat 
most rigid ; it is not very hard 
throngh, and I do not donbt bat 
more slender than ordinary, mig 
whole person. The young count 
to the grate while I was there, an 
him her hand to kiss. But I was 
here the only beautiful young wc 
at Vienna, and not only beaut 
witty, and agreeable, of a great 
had been the admiration of the tc 
forbear showing my surprise at i 
ber: ghe made me a thousand 
mentB, aad desired me to come c 
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an infinite pleasure to me," said she, sighing, '' but 
I avoid, with the greatest care, seeing any of my for- 
mer acqiuuntance, and whenever they come to our 
convent, I lock myself in. my cell." I observed tears 
come into her eyes, which touched me extremely, 
and I began to talk to her in that strain of tender . 
pity she inspired me with ; but she would not own 
to me that she is not perfectly happy. I have since 
findeaTOored to learn the real cause of her retire* ' 
meat, without bdng able to get any other account 
but that every body was surprised at it, and nobody 
guessed the reason. 

I have been several times to see her ; but it.^ves 
me too much melancholy to see so agreeable a 
yonng creature buried alive. I am not surprised 
that nuns have so often inspired violent passions ; 
the pity one naturally feels for them, when they 
seem worthy of another destiny, making an easy 
way for yet more tender sentiments. I never in 
my lile had so little chanty for the Roman catholic 
rdigion, as lunoe I see the misery it occasion^ so 
many poor unhappy women I and then the gross 
■tpersUiion of the ooittmoo people, who are, some 
sr other of them, day and night, offisring bits of 
cndJe 10 the wooden £gaies ihat are set up aknost 
In every street. The .processions I see very often 
area pagemtry as offensire, and apparently contra- 
iiotMPy to oommon sense, as the pagods of China.: 
<3od kuomn whether it be the womanlp -spirit of 
qemtradictkvi that woiks in me ; but there never 
before was-siicii zeal agunst popery in the heart of. 

Dear madam, &c. &c. 



I DESERVE not all the re^ 
I have been some time 
letter, it is not that I 
thanks are due to yon fc 
enough to prefer any amui 
hearing from you; but 
esteem you have so oblig 
- help delaying, as long as 
yon are mistaken. If yoi 
say yon expect to be extn 
letters, I onght to be mor 
ment that I am sure you 
hear from me ; though I 
deavours to find out some 
you. 

I have seen every thing t 
a very diligent curiosity. H 
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I spent above five hours there, and yet there were 
veiy few things that stopped me long to consider 
them : but the number is prodigious, being a very 
long gallery filled on both sides, and five large 
nn^ms. There i^ a vast quantity of paintings, among 
which are many fine miniatures: but the most 
valuable pictures are a few of Corregio, those of 
Titian being at the Favorita. 
. The cabinet of jewels did not appear to me so 
rich as I expected to see it. They showed me here 
acai(, About the size of a tea-dish, of one entire 
CBierald, which they had so particular a respect 
tor, that only the emperor has the liberty of touch* 
iog \t. There is a large cabinet fiiU of curiosities 
of clock-work, 9nly one of which I thought worth 
observing, that was a craw-fish, with all the mo- 
tions so natural, that it was hard to distinguish it 
froni the life.* 

The next cabinet wah a large collection of agates, 
some of them extremely beautiful, and of an un- 
coomon size, and several vases of lapis lazuli. I 
l^as surprised to see the cabinet of medals so poorly 
Aimished ; I did not remark one of any value, and 
they are kept in a most ridiculous disorder. As 
to the antiques, very few of them deserve that 
name. Upon my saying they were modern, I could 
not forbear laughing at the answer of the profound- 
antiquary that showed them, that ** they were 
andent enough ; for, to his knowledge, they had 

• The imperial cabinet at Vienna has been greatly im- 
proved tlnce 1710* by the emperors Joseph and Ferdinand. 
la the classes of mineralogy, and a ooittecAoik ot T&ftdA2A» \\. 
now yieUg to few othen in Europe. 

VOL, I, ^ 



me had spoken very wisely tc 
I will not trouble you with a 
of the lumber; but I must n> 
small piece of loadstone that 
steel too heavy for me to lift : 
m'ost curioas in the whole 
some few heads of ancient s 
them are defaced by modem i 
■ I foresee that you will be vc 
this letter, ^nd I dare hardl} 
natured enough to charge tl: 
barrenness of the subject, an< 
pkUty of. 
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The kingdom of Bohemia is the most desert of 
any I have seen in Geimaoy. The villages are so 
poor, and^the post-houses so miserable, that clean 
straw and fair water are blessings not always t(f be 
met withy and better accommodation not to be 
hoped for. Thongh I carried my own bed with me, 
I oonld not, sometimes, find a place to set it np in ; 
and I rather chose to travel all night, as cold as it 
is, wrapped np in my furs, than go into the commop 
stoves, which are filled with a mixture of all sorts 
of ill scents. ' 

This town was once the royal seat of the Bo- 
'bemian kings, and is still the capital of the king, 
dom. There are yet some remains of its former 
splendour, being one of the largest towns in Ger- 
many, but, for the most part, old built, and thinly 
inhabited, which makes the houses very cheap. 
Those people of quality, who cannot easily bear the 
expense of Vienna, choose to reside here, where 
they have assemblies, music, and all other diver- 
sions (those of a court excepted), at very moderate 
rates, all things beiug here in great abundance, 
especially the best wild-fowl I ever tasted. I have 
already been visited by some of the most consider- 
able ■ ladies, whose relations I know at Vienna : 
they are dressed after the fashions there, after the 
manner that the people at Exeter imitate those of 
I^odon ; that is, their imitation is more excessive 
than the original : it is not easy to describe what 
extraordinary figures they make. The person is so 
moch lost between head-dress and petticoat, that 
they have as much occasion to write upon their 
backs; ** This is a woman,^' for tVie inioTtaaSAOPGi ^1 



x\ 

TO THE COUN 
Lei 

iBELiEVE, dear sister, yo 
not writing to you from I 

wi^n I tell you, that I neve 
from Prague to this place. 

You may imagine how I 
t.renty.fourhou«>stTra 

ever fetigued). We passe 

S* af tW^^^ ^^^^ <«^« 
ny, at the bottom of whJ..i 
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by the bngbt light of the moou, our postillions nod- 
ding on horseback, while the horses were on a fall 
gallop : then, indeed, I thought it very conFenient 
to call out to desire them to look where they were 
going. My calling waked Mr. Wortley, and he was 
much more surprised than myself at the situation 
we were in, and assured me, that he passed the 
Alps five times in different places, without ever 
having gone a road so dangerous. I have been told 
since, that it is common to find the bodies of tra- 
vellers in the Elbe ; but, thank God, that was not ^ 
our destiny; and we came safe to- Dresden, so 
much tired with fear and fatigue, it was not possi- 
ble for me to conipose myself to write. 

After passing these dreadfiil rocks, Dresden ap- 
peared to me a wonderfully agreeable situation, in 
a fine large 'plain On the banks of the Elbe : I vtbs 
very glad to stay there a day to rest myself. The 
town is the neatest I have seen in Germany ; most 
of the houses are new built ; the elector's psdace is 
very handsome, and his repository full of curiosities 
of different kinds, with' a collection of medals very 
much esteemed. Sir Robert Sutton, our king's en- 
voy, came to see me here, and madame de'L * * ♦, 
whom I knew in London, when her husband was 
minister to the king of Poland thete : she offered 
me an things in her power to entertain me, and - 
brodght some ladies with her, whom she presented 
to me. The Saxon ladies resemble the Austrian no 
more than the Chinese do those of London ; they 
are very genteelly dressed after the English and 
French modes, and have generally pretty fsoA^ 
but they are the most determVned winaud\«te% \sv 
tAe whole world: they would ihrnkAl ^taatV2^^fi«L 



-.J^lff^teM of CottU 

J'anno* forbear telJing y 
her, because it geem/to 

w a packet.— «he wm .1 
Roland (elector Of sL'^ny^ 

aw«l» . u "' ''ec'arationol 

d^"'/*">e'-. bringing In 01 
t^*»''««''crowi,s;a«ji^ 
wuch be snapped asunder I 
*«■ to draw the conseonew 
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by long possession, his majesty began to reflect on 
the ill consequences of leaving such a paper in her 
hands, and desired to have it restored to hiiOr 
Bat she rather chose-to endure all the most violent 
effects of his anger, than give it up ; and though 
she is one of the richest and most avaricious ladies 
of her country, she has refused the offer of the con- . 
tinuation of a large pension, and 'the security of a 
vast sum of money she has amassed; and has, at 
last, provoked the king to confine her person to .a 
castle, where she endures all the. terrors of a stndc 
imprisonment, and remains still inflexible, either 
to threats or promises. Her violent passions have 
brought her indeed into fits which, it is supposed, 
will soon put an end to her life. I cannot forbear 
having some compassion for a woman that suffers 
for a point of honour, however mistaken, especially 
in a country where points of honour are not over- 
scrupulously observed among ladies. 

I could have wished Mr. Wortley's business had 
permitted him a longer stay at Dresden. 

Perhaps I am partial to a town where they pro- 
fess the Protestant religion ; but every thing seemed 
to me with quite another lur of politeness than I 
have found in other places. Leipzig, where I am 
at present, is a town very considerable for its trade ; 
and I take this opportunity of buying pages' live- 
ries, gold stuffs for myself> &c. all things of that 
kind being at least double the price at Vienna; 
partly because of the excessive customs, and partly - 
through want of genios and industry in the people, 
who make no one sort of thing there \ so tbaltlbfc 
UiOeB are obliged to send even for tVie\t i^^ma^ vox 
ofSsEony, The fair here ib one oi lYie iwwX wb^ 



made yon the most exact descri 
raveUns and bastions I see in m^ 
swear you wonld ask me. What is 
What is a bastion ? 

Adien, n 



XVII. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF 

Bninswiek, Noy 

I AM Jnst come to Branswiclc, a ve 
which has the advantage of being t 
diilce of Wolfenbuttle^s dominions, 
speak of its ancient honours) illust 

S*.- -. 1 V *» - ** - 
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(where I hope to be to-night) , though I know you 
have more curiosity to hear of that place than aoy^ 
other. 



XVIII. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL. 

Hanover, Nov. U, O. S. 17l6> 

I RECEIVED your ladyship's letter but the day be- 
fore I left Vienna, though, by the date, I ought to 
have had it much sooner; but nothing was ever 
worse regulated than the post in most parts of 
Germany. I can assure you the packet at Piragfie 
was behind ray chaise, and in that manner con- 
veyed to Dresden, so that the secrets of half the 
country were at ray mercy, if I had any curiosity for 
them. I would not longer delay my thanks for 
yours, though the number of my acquaintances 
here, and my duty of attending at court, leave me 
"hardly any time to dispose of. I am extremely 
pleased that I can tell you, without flattery or par- 
tiality, that our young prince * has all the acoom- 
plishnieiits that it is possible to have'at his age, with 
an air of sprightllness and understanding, and 
something so very engaging and easy in his be-> 
havionr, that he needs not the advantage of his 
rank to appear charming. I had the honour of a 
long conversation with him last night, before the 
kitig'came in. His governor retired on purpose 
(as he told me afterwards) that I might make some ' 

' The ACher of his pxesent ix^ett^. 

T>2 



court than that of St. James's, 'l' 
the goodness to appoint ns a lodgin 
it» without which we should hai 
accommodated; for the vast num 
crowds the town so much, it is vi 
get one sorry room in a miserable i 
to»day with the Portuguese ambassa 
lilmself yery happy to have two wi 
in an inn. I have now made the t< 
and cannot help observing a consid 
between traveling here and in Eng 
none of those fine seats of noblei 
amongst us» nor any thing like a 
man's house, though they have 
perfectly fine. Bot the wlu^ pet 
into abflolute soverdgnties, wher 
and magnificence are at court, or i 
Af merchants, such as Nurembor^ 
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XIX. 
TO THE LADY RICH. 

Hanover, Oct 1, 0-S».17|€. 

I AM very glad, my dear lady Rich, that yon have 
been so well pleased, as yon tell me, at the report 
of my returning to England ; though, like other plea- 
^ores, I can assure you it has bo real foondation. 
I hope yon know me enough to take my won! 
against any report concerning me. It is true, as to 
distance oi pjaee, I am much nearer to LondoD 
than I was some weeks ago ; but as to.the thoughts 
of a return, I never was farther off in my life. I 
ownj I conld with great joy indulge the plfeanng 
hopes of seeing you, and the very few others that 
share my esteem ; but while Mr. Wortlejf is de- 
termined to proceed in his design, I am determined 
to follow him. 

I am running on upon my own affi&irs, that is to 
say, I am going to write very dully, as most people 
do when they write of themselves. I will make 
haste to change the disagreeable tmlgect, by telling 
you, that I am now got into the region of beauty. 
All the women have literally rosy cheeks, snowy 
foreheads and bosoms, jet eye-brows, and scarlet 
lips, to which they generally add coal-black hah*. 
T%ose perfections never leave them till the hour of 
their deaths, and have a very fine effect 1}y candle- 
light ; bat I could wish they were handsome ^ii\\Vk. 
a little more variety : they reseinbYe oxu& WEilCbset v^ 



gin to slide about in their traineaus. 
Tourite diversion all over Germany. '. 
machines fixed upon a sledge, that ho 
gentleman, and are drawn by one hor 
tleman has the honour of driving, ai 
with a prodigious swiftness. The lac 
and the tndnean, are all as fine as 
made ; and when there are many of t1 
it is a very agreeable show. At Vien 
pieces of magnificence are carried to 
are sometimes machines of this kind, 
or six hundred pounds English. 

The duke of Wolfenbuttle is now a 
yon know he is nearly related to our 
de to the reigning empress, who is, 
most beautiful princess upon earth, 
with child, which is all the consolati 
perial court, for the loss of the arch 
my leave of her the day before I lef 
she began to speak to me with so ro 
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end of au ooly son, born after being so long desired^ 
and at length killed by want of good management, 
weaniDg him in the beginping of the winter. 
. Adieu > dear lady Rich ; continue to write, to me, 
and believe none of your goodness is lost upon 

Your, &c. , 

4 

XX. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Blankenburg, Oct. 17, O. S. 171 6. ; 

I RECEIVED yours, dear sister, the very day I left 
Hanover. You may easily imagine I was; then in 
too great a hurry to answer it ; but you see I 
take the first opportunity of doing myself that plea- 
sure. 

I came here the 15th, very late at night, after a 
terrible journey, in the worst roads and weather 
that ever poor traveller suffered. I have taken this 
little £atigue merely to oblige the reigning empress, 
and carry a message from her imperial majesty to 
the duchess of Blankenburg, her mother, who is a 
princess of great address and good-breeding, and 
may be still called a fine woman. ^ It was so late 
when I came to this town, I did not think it proper 
to disturb the duke and duchess .with the news of 
my arrival ; so I took up my quarters in a miserable 
inn : but as soon as I had sent my compliments to 
their highnesses, they immediately sent me their 
own coach and six horses, which had however 
enough to do to draw us up the very hig^ hill on 
which the castle is situated. The duchess is ex- 



standlDg the language euough t 
in it. 

You will not forgive me, if I dc 
of Hanover ; I cannot tell you tha 
large or magnificent. The open 
built by the late elector, is mucl 
Vienna. I was vei7 sorry that 
not permit me to see Hernhausc 
but, in spite of the snow, I tl 
very fine. I was particularly su 
Dumber of orange trees, much 
have ever seen in England, thoi 
certainly colder. But I had moi 
that night at the king's table, to 
a gentlenian of this country, of 
full of ripe oranges and lemons 
many of which were quite new t 
thought worth all the rest, two i 
to my taste, are a fruit perfect 
know they are naturally the grov 
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Tery nearly the same ; I am surprised we do not 
practise in England so useful an inVention. 

TMa reflection leads me to consider our obstinacy 
in shaking with cold five months in the year^ ratlier 
than make use of stores, which are certainly one of 
the greatest conveniences of life. Besides, they ar& 
so fiur from jspoiling the form of a room, that they 
add Tery mudi to the magnificence of it, when they 
are pidnted and ^ gilt, as they are at Vienna, or at 
Dresden, where they are often in the shapes of 
china Jars, statues, or fine cabinets, so natundly re- 
presemed, that they are not to be distinguished. If 
efer 1 return, in defiance to the fashion, you shall 
certainly see one in the chamber of. 

Dear sister, your, &c. . 

- I will write often, since you desire it : but I must 
beg you to be a little more particular in yours ; you 
flmcy me at forty miles distance, and forget that, 
after so long an ' absence, I cannot understand 
hhits. 

XXI. 
TO THE LADY RICH. 

Vienna, Jan. 1, O. S. J? 17. 

I HAVE just received here at Vienna, ydkir ladyship's 
compliments on my return to England, sent mc from 
Hanover. 

You see, madam, all things that are asserted with 
tonfidenoe tufb not absolutely true ; and that )5>u 
have no sort of reason to complain of me for making 



' I 



which is never permittee 

the Turks. The balls are : 

die men pay a gold ducat 

ladies nothing. I am told 

sometimes a thousand ducat 

very magnificently furnishe 

if they had not that detest 

hunting horns with it, that ; 

pany. But that noise is sc 

never make a concert withoi 

ways concludes with Engli 

the nnmber of thirty or fo 

danced, that there is very 1 

They know but half a dozen, 

them over and over these fif 

have taught, them some ne\ 

would be some months' laboi 

prehend them. 

Last night there was an It 
court. The scenes were pr 
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men dressed like them were such awkward figures, 
they very much added to the ridicule of the specta- 
cle. What completed the diversion, was the exces- 
sive cold, which was so great, I thought I should 
have died there. 

It is now the very extremity of the winter here ; 
the Danube is entirely frozen, and the weather not to 
be supported without stoves and furs ; but, however, 
the air is so clear, almost eveiy body is well, and 
colds not half so common as in England. I am per- 
suaded there cannot be a purer air, nor more whole- 
some, than that of Vienna. The plenty and excel- 
lence of all sorts of provisions are greater here than 
in any place I ever was before, and it is not very ex- 
pensive to keep a splendid table. . It is really a plea, 
sure to pass through the markets, and see the 
abundance of what we should think rarities, of 
fowls and venison, that are daily brought in from 
Hungary and. Bohemia. They want nothing bat 
shell-fish, and are so fond of oysters, that they haive 
them sent ^m Venice, and eat them very greedily, / 
stink or not stink. 

Thus I obey your commands, madam, in givipg 
you an account of Vienna, though 1 know you will 
not be satisfied with it. You chide me for my lazi- 
ness, in not telling you a thousand agreeable and 
suiiprising things, that yon say you are sure I have 
seen and beard. Upon my word, madam, it is my 
regard to truth, and not laziness, that I do not en- 
tertain yoU'With as many prodigies as other travel- 
lers use to divert their readerswith. I might easily 
pick up wonders in every town I pass through, or 
tell you a long series of popish miracles ; but I can- 



couute88 snch a one ? Would yoH nav 
novelA like the countess of D • • * • ? f 
better to tell you a plain truth. 

That] 

XXII. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MA. 

Vienna, Jan. 16 

I AM now, d^ sister, to take leave c 
long time, and of Vienna for ever ; ( 
morrow to begin my journey through 
spite of the excessive cold, and. deep a 
are enough to damp a greater couraf 
mistress of. But my principles of past 
carry me through every thing. 

I have had my audience of leave of. 
His imperial majesty was pleased to 
when I waited on the reigning empres 

- — __ ^ui:^^„ A'xntroi.aatinn hnth tl 
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much to fltay ; aod when I left ber, engaged me to 
WEbetolMr. 

I wrote you a long letter from thence, wbich I 
hope yon have'received, though yon do not meBtim 
it ; bnt I beUeve I forgot to teil yon one Qnrio^ty 
in an the German courts, which I cannot forbear 
taking notice of: all the princes keep favourite 
dwarfs. The. emperor and empress have two of 
these little monsters, as ugly as devils, especially 
the female ; but they, are all bedaubed with dia- 
monds, and stand at her majesty's elbow, in all 
public places. The duke of Wolfenbuttle has one, 
and the duchess of Blankenburg is not without hers, 
but indeed the most proportionable I ever saw. I 
am told the king of Denmark has so far improved 
upon this fashion, that his dwarf is his chief minis- 
ter. I can assign no reason for their fondness for 
these pieces of deformity, but the ^pinion all the 
absolute princes have, that it is below them to con • 
verse with the rest of mankind ; and, not to be 
qidte alone, they are forced to seek their com* 
panions ^among the refuse of human nature, these 
creatures l)eing the only part of their court privileged 
to talk freely to them. 

I am at present confined to my chamber by a sove 
throat ; and am really glad of the excuse, to avoid 
se^ng. people that I love well enough to be very 
mnch mortified when I think I am going to part 
with them for ever. It is ti*ue, the Austrians aro 
not commonly the most polite people in the world,- 
Bor the- most agreeable. But Vienna is inhabited 
hy all nations, and I had formed to myself a little 
lociety jof sucl^ as were perfectly to my own tasft^ 
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ing the advantage of seeing him very often ; 
as unfiling to speak of him at Vienna, as 
be to. talk of Hercules in the court of 
i, if I had seen him there. I do not know 
ofbrt other people find in considering the 
s of great men (because, perhaps, it brings 
xer to their level) , but it is always a morti- 
me, to observe that there is no perfection 
dty. The young prince of Portugal is the 
ja of the whole court ; he b handsome and 
ith a great vivadty. All the offieen tell 
oif his gallantry the last campaign. He is 
t court with all the honours doe to his 
.dieu, dear sister : this is the last account 
have from me of Vienna. If I survive my 
you shall hear from me again* I can say,' 
At truth, in the words of Moneses, ** I have 
ned to hold myself as nothing;" but when 
tf the fatigue my poor in/ant must snfler, f* 
A mother's fondness in my eyes, and all her 
lesions in my heart. 

[ have written a letter to my lady * * • », 
Ueve she will not like ; and, upon cooler 
I, I think I had done better to have let it 
lit I was downright peevish at all her ques- 
d ber ridiculous imagination that I have 
seen abundance of wonders which I keep 
Tout of mere malice. She is very angry 
11 not lie like other travellers. I verily be- 
expects 1 should tell her of the \/4nthropo^ 
•n- whose heads grow below their shoulders ; 
pray say something to pacify her. 






IF yoa must go from us 
{MISS to your bauishnient 
might all your road be 
thousand objects rise roi 
to make Englaod less des 
madam, your native count 
jofttify your regret for it : 
ft with tears in my eyes 
HiBce my country, where I 
temal earth my own. In 
alleviation, that when the 
I li^ !i to leave my country, that w 

f\\ in it should be taken froii 

'■} \' " could overtake you with f 

■' ' ^ took that way), and make 

; •}■ ' ;, pany. Every reasonable en 

ful view would be doubl; 
talked of it. I should at 
sea-coast, and cast a last 
transported you, if I liked : 
it. Uw* » »"" 
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Id good earnest, if I knew your motions towards 
Italy (on the supposition you go that course), and 
your exact time, I verily thinlrl shall be once more 
liappy in a sight of you next spring. I will con- 
dude with a wish, God send yon with us, or me 
with you. 

By what T have seen of Monsi^r Rousseau's worl[8 , 
I should enyy you his conversation. • But I am sure 
I enyy him yours. 

Mr. Addison has not had one epithalaminm 
that I can hear of, and must even be reduced, like 
a poorer and a better poet, Spenser, to make hit 



Mr.Congreve is entirely yours, and has writ twice 
to yon ; he is Hot in town, but well. 1 am in great 
health, and sit up all night ; a just reward for a 
fever I just come out of, that kept me in bed seven 
diqfs. 

How may I send a large bundle to you ? 

I beg yon will put dates to your letters ; they are 
not long enough. 

I might be dead, or you in Yorkshire, for any 
thing tbait I am the better for your being in town : 
I have been sick ever since I saw you last, and have 
■ow a swelled face, and very bad ^ nothing will do 
me so much good as the sight of dear lady Mary; 
when you come this way let me see you, for indeed 
I love you. 

A. Pope. 



I HAVE not time to a 
nuny of preparing ] 
^ught to bid adieu I 
wlemnity as if i ^a 
feast, if I am to beliei 
pie here, who denoun 
and, indeed, the weat 
few ever set out in 
time, with bdng fro 
•now, and talcen by t 
part of Hungary I am 
ftapc a considerable esc 
he diverted with a new 
themidstofabatUe. 

How my adventures 
tirely to Providence; if 
them. Praybesogo< 

If I live I will answer it. 
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XXV. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 



Peterwaradin, Jan. 30, O. S. 1717. 

At length, dear Hister, I am safely arrived, with all 
my fiamily, in good h«^th, at Peterwaradin ; having 
•vfife'red so little frdm the rigour of the season 
(a^a&nst which we wei^ well prorided by fiirs>, 
and'foand soch tolerable accommodation every 
wher^, by the care of sending before, that I can hardly 
forbear laughing when 1 recollect all the frightful 
|dea» that were given me of this journey. These, I 
see, were whpUy owing to the tenderness of my 
Vienna friends, and their desire of Iceeping me 
with them for this winter. 

Perhaps it will not be disagreeable to you to give 
a diort journal of my journey, being through a 
country entirely unknown to you, and very little 
passed even by the Hungarians themselves, who 
generally choose to take the conveniency of going 
dowfl the Danube. We have had the blessing of 
bdng £Em>ured with finer weather than is common 
at this time of the year; though, the snow was so 
deep, we were obliged to have our own coaches 
fixed upon traineaus, which move so swift and so 
easily, it is by far the most agreeable manner of 
travenittg post. We came to Raab (the second day 
from Vienna) on the seventeenth instant, where 
Mr. Wortley sending word of our arrival to the go- 
vernor, the best house in the town was prorided for 

VOL. I. E 
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sent us several baskets of wij 
Tariety of Huogarian wines, ' 
killed. This is a prelate c 
country, of the ancient famil 
derable for many ages in tl 
very polite, agreeable, cheei 
the Hungarian habit, with a 
down to his girdle. 

Raab is a strong town, well g 
and was a long time the f 
the Turkish and German em 
from the river Rab, on whic) 
its meeting with the Danul 
paign country. It was first 
under the command of pasl 
of sultan Amnrath 111. in th< 
and ninety-four. The gover 
hare betrayed it, was aftervt 
emperor's command. The 
enbnnr and Palfi retook it b] 
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Leaving Comora on the other side the ri^cr, we 
went the eighteenth to NosmuM^ a. small nilage, 
where, however, we made shift to find t<fterable 
accommodation. We continued two days travelling 
between this place and Buda, through the finest 
plidna in the world, as even as if they were paved, 
and extremely fruitful ; but for the most part de- 
sert and uncultivated, hud waste by the long wars 
between the Turk and the emperor, and the more 
cmel cinl war occasioned by the barbarous perse- 
cation of the Protestant religion by the emperor 
Leopold. That prince has left behind him the 
character of an extraordinary piety, and was natu- 
rally of a mild merciful temper ; but, putting his 
confidence into the hands of a Jesuit, he was more 
cruel and treacherous to his poor Hungarian sub- 
jects than ever the Turk has been to the Christians ; 
breaking, without scruple, his coronation oath, and 
his &ith, solemnly given in many public treaties, 
indeed, nothing can be more melancholy than, in 
travelling through Hungary, to reflect on the fer- 
. mer flourishing state of that kingdom, and to see 
nich a noble spot of earth almost uninhabited. Such 
are also the present circumstances of Buda (where 
we arrived very early the twenty-second), once the 
royal seat of the Hungarian kings, whose palaee 
was reckoned one of the most beautiful buildings 
of the age, now wholly destroyed, no part of the 
tjomn having been repaired since the last siefe, bet 
^ fortifications and the castle, which is the pre- 
sent residence of the governor-general Regule, an 
efllcer of great merit. He came immediately ta see 
W, and carried us in his coach to his house, where 



towu, being altogether iuhabited by that 
The governor assured me, it would furni'sh 
thousand fighting men. These towns lo* 
odd ; their bouses stand In rows, many th* 
of them so close together, that they appe 
little distance, like old-fashioned thatchei 
They consist, every one of them, of one hor< 
and another under ground ; these are their 
and winter apartments. Buda was iirst 1 
Solyman the Magnificent, in 1526, and lost 
lowing year to Ferdinand I. king of Bohen 
lyman regained it by the^reachery of the 
and voluntarily gave it into the hands of li 
of Hungary ; after whose death, his son 
infant, Ferdinand laid siege to it, and th 
mother was forced to call Solyman to her 
indeed raised the siege, but left a Turkisl 
in the town, and commanded her to re 
court from thence, which she was forced 
to in 154 1 . It resisted afterwards the sie 

* '^•^•^'lAnKiiror. in the 1 
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Roman bravery. The loss of this town waa..5o im- 
portant, and so much resented by the Turks, that 
it occasioned the deiiosing of their emperor .Alaho- 
met IV. the year following.. 

We did hot proceed on our jouraey till the 
twenty-third, when we passed through Adam and 
Todowar, both considerable towns when in the 
hands of the Turks, but now quite ruined. .The 
remains, however, of some Turkish towns. show 
something of what they have been. This part of 
the country is very much overgrown with jvood, 
and little frequented. It is incredible What vast 
ntimbers of wild-fowl we saw, Which .often live 
here to' a good old age, — and, undisturbed by 
guns, in quiet sleep. We came the iive-and-twen- 
tieth to Mohatch, and were showed the field near 
it, where Le^s, the young king of Hungary, lost 
his army and his life, being drowned in a ditc^, . 
trying to fly from Balybeus, general of Solyman the 
Magnificent. This battle opened the first j)assage 
for the Turks into the heart of Hungary. I do not 
name to you the little villages, of which I can say 
nothing remarkable; but, I will assure you, I have 
always found a warm stove, and great plenty, par- 
ticularly of wild boar, venison, and all kinds of 
gibier, ''the few people that inhabit Hungary live 
easily enough ; they have no money, but the woo^s 
and plains afford them provision in great abundance : 
they were ordered to give us all things necessary, 
e^en what horses we pleased to demand, gratis s 
'but Mr. Wortley would not oppress the poor coqii- 
try people by making use of this order, and always 
paid them to the full worth of what he had. They 
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svu uitty easily imagiqe this 1 
ten; axid thus they hare re 
money. 

- Tl^ twenty-sixth, we pas 
Danabe, with all our equipag 
met on the other side gener 
▼ited ns, with great civility, 
a little castle of his, a few niil< 
should have a rery hard daj 
Enek. This we fonnd but i 
being very dangerous, and sea 
the ijist quantity of wolves tha 
came, however, safe, though L 
we staid a day, to despatch a a 
ihe pashk of Belgrade; and 1 1 
of seeing the town, which is 
fidr built, and well fortified, 
great trade, very rich and pop 
hinds of the l\irlcs. It is sit 
which runs into the Danube, 
esteemed one of the mn«t. pi 
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hands it has remained ever since, and is esteemed 
one of the bulwarks of Hungary. 

The twenty-eighth, we went to Bocorwar, a rery 
large Rascian town, all built tifter the manner I 
have described to you. .We were met there by 
oolond — -, who would sot suffer us to go any 
where but to his quarters, where I found- his wife, 
a very agreeable Hungarian lady, find his niece and 
daughter, two pretty young women, crowded into 
three or four Rascian houses cast into one, and 
made as neat and convenient as those places are 
capable of being made. The Hungarian ladies are 
much handsomer than those of Austria. All the 
Vienna beauties are of that country ; they are gene- 
ndly very f^r and well-shaped, and their dress, I 
think, is extremely becoming. This lady wUs in a 
gown of scarlet velvet, lined and faced with sables, 
made exact to her shape, and the skirt falling to 
her feet. The sleeves are strait to their anlis, and 
the stays buttoned before, mth two rows of little 
buttons of gold, .pearl or diamonds. On- thefar 
heads they wear a tassel of gold, that hangs low en 
, one side, lined vrith sable, or some other fine fbr. 
They gave us a handsome dinner, and I thoitaght the 
conversation very polite and agreeable. They 
would accompany us part of our way. 

The twenty-ninth, we arrived here, where we 
were met by the commanding officer, at the head 
of all the officers of the garrison. We are lodged 
in the. best apartment of the governor's house, and 
entertained in a very splendid manner by the em* 
peror's order. We wait here till all points are 
adjosted, concerning our reception on the Toridsh 
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jjcigrnuc. we snau siay nere till 
answer. 

Thus, dear sister, I have given yo 
cnlar, and (I am afhud you will th; 
account of this part of my travels, 
affectation of showing my reading, 
me tell you some little scraps of the 
towns I have passed through ; I have 
any thing of that kind, when I spolie 
I believe you linew the story of as v 
But Hungary being a part of the vi 
believe, is quite new to you, I thou^ 
read with some pleasure an account 
have been very solicitous to get ft 
hands. However, if you do not lil 
your power to forbear reading it. I 
ter, &c. 

I am promised to have this letter ca 
Vienna. 
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XXVI. 
MR. POPE TO LADY MONTAGU. 

Madam, 
I NO more think I can have too many of yonr let- 
ten, than that I coold have too many writings to 
entitle me to the greatest estate in the worlds 
which I think so valnable a fiiendship as yours is 
equal to. I am angry at every scrap of paper lost; 
as at something that inteirupts the history of my 
title ; and though it is hut an odd compliment to 
compare a fine lady to Syhil, your leaves, methinks, 
like her'Sy are too good to he committed to the 
winds; though I have no other way of recdving 
them but by those unfaithful messengers. I have 
had but thiee, and I reckon in that a short one 
from Dort, which was rather a dying ejaculation 
than a letter. But I have so great an opinion. of 
your goodness, that had I received none, I should 
not have accused you of neglect or insensibility. I 
am not so wrong-headed as to quarrel with my 
friends the minute they. do not write; I would as 
soon quarrel at the sun the minute he did not 
shine, which he is hindered from by acddental 
causes, and is in reaUty all that time performing 
the Same course, and doing the same good offices 
as ever. 

You have contrived to say in yonr last the two 
most pleasing things' to me in nature; the first is, 
that, whatever be the &te of your letters, you will 

E 2 



The other is, the justice you do 
what I writ to you in the serious : 
meant : it is the point upon whicl: 
suspicion, and in which, above all, 
thought serious: it would be the : 
of all tyranny, if you should pretei 
raillery, what is the mere disguise of 
heart, that is unwilling to malce yoi 
as itself; and for wit, what is real! 
tural overflowing and warmth of tl 
as it is improved and awakened by 
yon : but, since you tell me you 
fancy my expressions have not at les 
unfaithful to those thoughts, to w 
they can never be equal. May Go 
faith in all truths that are as great £ 
pend upon it, to whatever degree 
extend, you can never be a bigot. 

If you could see the heart I tall 
really think it a foolish good kind 
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ouly with my own goods, with vast empty spaces 
to be supplied as fast as interest or ambition can 
fill them up ; but it is every inch of it let out into 
todgings for its friends, and shall never want a ^ 
comer at your service ; where I dare affirm, ma- 
dam, your idea lies as warm £[nd as close as any 
idea in Christendom. 

. If I do not take care, I shall write myself a}l out 
to you; and if this correspondence continues on 
both sides at the free rate I would have it, we shall 
have very little curiosity to encourage our meeting 
at the day of judgment. I foresee that the further 
you go from me, the more Hreely I shall write : and 
if (as I earnestly wish) you would do 'the same, I 
cannot guess where it will end : let us be like mo- 
dest people, who, when they are . close . together, 
keep all decorums ; bat if they step a little aside, or 
get to the other end of a room, can untie garters or 
take off shifts without scruple. 

If this distance (as you are so kind as to say) 
enlarges your belief of my friendship, I assure you 
it has so extended my notion of your value, that I 
begin to be impious on your account, and to wish 
that even slaughter, ruin, and desolation, might 
interpose between you and Turkey; I wish you 
restored to us at the expense of a whole people : Jt 
barely hope you will forgive me for saying this, but 
I fear God will scarce forgive me for desiring it. . 

Make me less wicked then. Is there no other 

expedient to return you and your infant in peace to 

, the bosom of ^our country ? I hear you are |[oing 

to Hanover ; can there be no favourable planet at 

this conjuncture, or do you only come back^ so far 
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and his negotiationg abroau. 
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XXVII. 
TO MR. POPE. 

Bdfrade, Fe^ 1£, O. S. J 

I DID verily intend to write yon a Um^ letter 
Peterwaradin, where I expected to stay tfar 
fonr days ; but the pasbli here was in sncb 
to see US, that he despatched the conriet 
(which Mr. Wortley had sent to know the tl 
would send the convoy to meet as) without 
Ing him to pull off his boots. 

My letters were not thought important 
to stop our journey; and we left Peterwar 
next day, being waited on by the chief o 
'^'* flrarrison, and a considerable convoy 
* -— The emperor has scv 
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gary. They hare a patriarch of their own at Grand 
Caht>, and are reaUy of the Greek church: hot 
their eztrcMe ignorance gifes their priests occasion 
to impose seTeral new notions upon them. These 
Cdlows^ letting their hair and beard grow inviolate, 
make exactly the figure of the Indian bralnins. 
They are heirs-general to all the money of the 
Udty ; for which, in return, they give them finrmal 
passports, signed and sealed for heaven ; and the 
mves and diildren only inherit the house and 
cattle. In most other points they follow the Gredc 
chnrdi. 

This little digression has interrupted my telling 
jroo we passed over the fields of Carlowitz, where 
the liat.great victory was obtained by prince Eugene 
over the Turks. The marks of that glorkor 
bloody day are yet recent, the field being yet 
strewed with the skulls and carcases of unbaried 
men, horses, and camels. I could not look, with- 
ont hcHTor, on such numbers of mangled human 
bodies, nor without reflecting on the injustice of 
war, that makes murder not only necessary, imt 
meritorious. Nothing seems to be a pltdner proof 
of the imttiouality of mankind (whatever fine claims 
we pretend to reason) than the rage with which 
they contest for a small spot of ground, when such 
vast parts of fruitful earth lie quite uninhabited. It 
is true, custom has now made it unavoidable; but 
can there be a greater demonstration of virant of 
reason, than a custom being firmly established, so 
plainly contrary to the interest of man in general I 
I am a good deal inclined to believe Mr. Hobbes, 
that the state of nature is a state of wart but 
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thence I conclade hninan nature not miniial^ if the 
viurd reason meanis common senie, as i amffmt it 
does. I hare a great manj adminWe aigaaatiti 
support this reflectiao ; I frill not, however, tMi- 
Ue Toa with them, bnt retnniy in a plain Hjjk, U 
the history of mj travels. 

We were met at Belsko (a villa^ in the madmtif 
betvreen Belsrade and Peterwaradin) by aa wgt tf 
the janisaries, with a body of Torks, * m **'''"B the 
Germans by one hundred men, though the pMhi 
had engaged to send exactly the same nanriwr. Yoi 
may jadge by this of their fears. I am icaUy pcr- 
snaded, that they hardly tbongfat the odds ai cae 
hondred men set them eren with the GenuMS: 
howeYer, I was very uneasy till they were partei, 
fearing some quarrel might arise, notwithsttadns 
the parole given. 

Wecamelate to Belgrade, the deep snows mkh^ 
the ascent to it very diflkult. It seems a stioag 
dty, fortified on the east side by the Daudie, aad 
cm the south by the river Save, and was ftmysf^ 
the barrier of Hungary. It was first taken by Solf- 
man the Magnificeut, and since by the 
forces, led by the elector of Bavaria. The 
held it only two years, it being retaken by the 
vizier. It is now fortified with the utmost 
and skill the Turks are capable of, and 
ened by a very numerous garrison of their bt'a PBl t 
janizaries, commanded by a pasha seraslu^r (I. §, 
general), though this last expression is not toy 
just ; for, to say tmth, the seraski^r is commaadei 
by the jauisaries. These troops have an absohite 
authority here, and their conduct carries orach 
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more the aspect of rebellion than the appearaucc 
of snbordinatioD. You may judge of this by the fol- 
lowing story, which, at the «ame time, will give yon 
aa idea of the admirable iutelligeuce of the gover- 
nor of Peterwaradin, though so few honra distant. 
We were told by him at Peterwaradiu, that the gar- 
rison and inhabitants of Belgrade were so weary of 
the war, they had killed their pashd about two 
nonths ago, in a mutiny, because^ he had suffered 
himself to be prevailed upon, by a bribe of five 
punKS (five hundred pounds sterling) to give per* 
mianon to the Tartars to ravage the German fron- 
tiers. We were very well pleased to hear of such 
fiivoorable dispositions in the people; but when 
we came .hither, we found that the governor had 
been ill-informed, and the real truth of the story to 
be this. The late pash^ fell under the displeasure 
of his soldiers, for no other reason but restraining 
thdr incursions on the Germans. They took it into 
their heads, from that mildness, that he had intel- 
ligence with the enemy, and sent such information 
to the grand signior at Adrianople; but, redress 
not coming quick enough from thence, they assem- 
bled themselves in a tumultuous manner, and, by 
force, dragged their pash^ before the cadi and 
mofti, and there demanded justice in a mutinous 
v^y ; one crying out. Why he protected the infidels ? 
another. Why he squeezed them of their money ? 
Hie pash^, easily guessing their purpose, calmly 
replied to them, that they asked him too many 
questions, and that he had but one life, which 
must answer for all. They then immediately fell 
sp^n him with their scimitars (without waiting the 
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numbers not unlike ours, generally of an alternate 
^erse, and of a very musical sound. Their expres- 
tiona of love are very passionate and lively. I am 
so much pleased with them, I really believe I should 
learn to read Arabic, if I was to st|iy here a few 
months. He has a very good library of their books 
of an kinds ; and, as he tells me, spends the greatest 
part of his life there. I pass for a great scholar 
with him, by relating to him some of the Persian 
tales, which I find are genuine.* At first he be- 
lieved I understood Persian. I have frequent dis- 
putes with him concerning the diflference of our 
customs, parti(!ularly the confinement of women* 
He assures me, there is nothing at all in it ; only, 
says he, wo have the advantage, that when oar 
ymes cheat us nobody knows it. He has wit, and 
u more polite than many Christian men of quality* 
I am very much entertained with him. He has 
had the curiosity to make one of our servants set 
him an alphabet of our letters, and can already 
Write a good Roman hand. 

But these amusements do not hinder my wishing 
heartily to be out of this place ; though the wea- 
ther is colder than I believe it ever was any where 
but in Greenland. We have a very large stove 
constantly kept hot, and yet the windows of the 
room are frozen on the inside. God knows when 
I may have an opportunity of sending this letter : 



* Th« Peraian Tales appeared first in Europe as a translo- 
tioiW by Monsieur Petit de la Croix ; and what are caUed 
" The Arabian Nights,** in a similar manner, by Monsieur 
CaUand. 
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for the discharge of mjovn 
cannot now reproach me, that 
en of mioe. Adiea. 
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XXVIII. 

[£ PRINCESS OF WALES.* 
AdrUnople, April 1, O. S. 1717* 

t, finished a joamey that has 
a by any Christian since the 
iperors ; and I shall not regret '{ = 
'e suffered in it, if it gives me 
musing your royal highpen by 

utterly unknown amongst us ; 
tsadors, and those few English ^ 
er, alwaj's going on the Danobe 
he river was now frozen, and 

zealous for the service of his | 
ould not defer his jonmey to 
cncy of that passage, 
lescrts of Serria, almost qnhe 
)d, through a country natural^ 
itants are industrioos ; but the 
peasants is so great, they are 
their houses, and neglect their 
i being a prey to the janisarie' 
ie to seize upon it. We b' 
!d of thein, and I was air 

late queen Caroline. 
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tears every day to see their insolencies in the poor 
riDages through whkh we iwssed. 

Alter seten days' travelliag through thick woods, 
we came to Nissa, once the capital of Serria, si- 
tuated Id a fine plain on the river Ni8»ava, in a very 
good air, and so fmitfbl a soil, that the great ^enty 
18 hardly credihle. I was certainly assured, that 
the quantity of wine last vintage was so prodigions, 
that they were forced to dig holes in the earth to 
pat it in, not having vessels enough in the town to 
hoid' h. Tlie happiness of this plenty is scarcely 
perodved by the oppressed people. I saw here a 
■ew occasion- for my compassion; the wretches 
thai had provided twenty waggons for our baggage 
fiom Belgrade hither for a cei tain hire, being all 
smt back without payment, some of their horses 
liBied, and others killed, without any satisfaction 
iMde for them. The poor fellows came round the 
iHniae weeping and tearing their hair and beards in a. 
BMSt pitiftil manner, without getting any thing but 
dmbS/from the4nsoIent scddiers. I cannot express 
to your royal highness how much I was moved at 
this scene. I would have paid them the money out 
of my own pocket, with all my heart ; but it would 
oaly liave been giving so much to the aga, who 
would have taken it from them without any re- 
«one. 

After four days' journey from this place over the 
mountains, we came to Sophia, situated in a large 
beantifiil plain on the river Isea, and sitrrounded 
with distant mountains. It is hardly possible to 
see a more agreeable landscape. The city itself is 
very large, and extremely populous. Here are hot 
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XXIX. 

TO THE LADY RICH. 

Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 17 17. 

AM now got into a new world, where every thing 
gee appears to me a change of scene ; and I write 
> yovr ladyship with some content of mind, hoping, 
t least, that you will find the chartes of novelty in 
ly letters, and no longer reproach me, that I tell 
ra nothing extraordinary. 
I will not trouble you with a relation of our 
idious journey ; hut must not omit what I saw 
emarkable at Sophia, one of the most beautifhl 
itwns in the Turkish empire, and famous for its 
ot baths, that are resorted to both for diversion 
nd health. I stopped here one day on purpose to 
ee-them ; and designing to go incognito, I hired a 
Mrkish coach. These voitures are not at all like 
urs, but much more convenient for the country, 
be heat being so great that glasses would be very 
r^ublesome. They are made a good deal in the 
Banner of the Ihitch stage coaches, having woodeb 
ittices painted and gilded ; the inside being also 
fdnted with baskets and nosegays of .flowers, in- 
ermixed commonly with little poetical mottoes, 
ley are covered all over with scarlet cloth, lined 
rith silk,' and very often richly embroidered and 
ringed : this coveiing entirely hides the persons 
1 them, but may be thrown back at pleasure, and 



with no windows but in the roof, which ) 
euougli. There were five of these doni 
together, the oatmogt being leM than the 
serving only as a hall, where the portrest 
the doar. Ladies of quality generally 
woman a crown or ten shillings; and 
forget that ceremony. The next room 
large one paved with marble, and all aro 
two raised sofas of marble, one above 
There were four fountains of cold wat< 
room, falling first into marble basons, 
mnning on the floor in little channelB 
that purpose, which carried the stream! 
next room, something less than this, 
same sort of marble sofas, but so hot wii 
of sulphur proceeding from the baths joi 
it was impossible to stay there with om 
on : the two other domes were the hot 
of which had two cocks of cold water ti 
it, to temper it to what degree of w 
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have behaved themselves in so polite a mann 
Mch a stranger. I believe, upon the whole, t 
were two hundred women, and yet none of t 
diBdainfal smiles and satirical whispers, that i 
fail in onr assemblies when any body appears 
is not dressed exactly in the fashion. The] 
peated over and over to me, ** Guz^l, p^ go: 
which is nothing but <' Charming, very charmi 
The first sofas were covered with cushions and 
carpetSy on which sat the ladies ; and on the se 
their slaves behind them, but without any dis 
tion of ranic by their dress, all being in the 
of nature, that is, in plain English, stark na 
without any beauty or defect concealed. Yet t 
was not the least wanton smile or immodest 
tore among them : they walked and moved 
the same msgestic grace which Milton desci 
our general mother with. There were i 
amongst them as exactly proportioned as ever 
goddess was drawn by the pencil of a Guid 
Titian, — and most of their skins shiuiiigly w 
' only adorned by their beautiful hair divided 
many tresses, hanging on their shoulders, bn 
dther with pearl or ribbon, perfectly represei 
the figures of the Graces. 

I waf here convinced of the truth of a refle 
I have often made, ** That if it were the fashli 
go naked, the face would be hardly observed. 
perceired that the ladies of the most delicate i 
ind finest shapes had the greatest share of m; 
miration, though their faces were sometimesi 
beaatifiil than those of their compaidons. To tel 
the truth, I had wickedness enough to wish sec 



employed io braiding their hi 
fancies. In short, it is the w 
where all the news of the tow 
vented, &c.— They generall] 
once a week, and stay there 
hoars, without getting cold by 
out of the hot bath into the c 
very snrprising to me. The 1 
most considerable among then 
by her, and would fain have i 
bath': I excused myself with s 
bein^, however, all so earnes 
was at last forced to open : 
them my stays, which satisfie* 
I saw, they bdieved I was k 
diine, and that it was not in i 
it, which contrivance they atti 
I was charmed with their d 
should have been very glad to 
them; but Mr. Wortley re 
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jonniey next morDing early, I was in haste to see 
the miDS of Justinian's church, which did not 
aflbrd me so agreeable a prospect as I had left,' be- 
ing little more than a heap of stones. 

Adieu, madam : 1 am sure I have now enter* 
tained yon with an account of such a sight as you 
never saw in your life, and what no book of travels 
eoold inform you of, as it is no less than death for 
A man to be found in one of these places. 



XXX. 
TO THE ABBOT • • •. 

Adrianople, April 1, O. S. 17 17. 

You see that I am very exact in keeping the pro- 
mise you engaged me to make. I know not, how- 
ever, whether your curiosity will be satisfied with 
the accounts I shall give yon, though I can assure 
yoQy the desire I have to oblige you to the utmost 
of my power has made me very diligent in my lu- 
rries and observations. It is certain we have but 
Ytrj imperfect accounts of the manners and religion 
of these people ; this part of the world being sel- 
iom visited but by merchants, who mind little but 
their own affoirs ; or travellers, who make too short 
a stay to be able to report any thing exactly of their 
mm knowledge. The Turks are too proud to con- 
verse £uniliarly with merchants, who can only pick 
sp some conAised informations, which are gene- 
rally fEdse ; and can give no better account of the 
ways here^ than a French refugee, lodging in a- 
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secure us ; and the vilL 
force could extort from 
Indeed, the jauisaries h 
verty, killing all the poi 
find, without asking to v 
the wretched owners du. 
for fear of being beaten, 
and turkeys big with e 

i ' distinction ! I fancied 1 

Meliboeus for the hope of 
travel, it is yet worse, 
content with eating all th 
to the peasants; after t 
selves and their numero 
impudence to exact wha 
contribution for the use 
doing them the honour 
This is literally and exac 
gant it may seem ; and si 
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priest being the same word in the Turkish lan- 
guage. Tliey are the only men really considerable 
in the empire ; all the profitable employments and 
diiircb revenues are in their hands. The grand- 
dgnior, though general heir to his people, nerer 
presumes to touch their lands or money, which go, 
in an uninterrupted succession, to their children. 
It 18 true, they lose this privilege by accepting a~ 
place at court, or the title of pash^ ; but there are 
few examples of such fools among them. You may 
easily judge of the power of these men, who have 
engrossed all the learning, and almost all the 
wealth of the empire*, they are the real authors j 
though the soldiers are the actors of revolutions. 
They deposed the late sultan Mustapha ; and their 
power is so well known, that it is the emperor's 
interest to flatter them. 

This is a long digression. I was going to tell 
you that an intimate daily conversation with the 
effendi Achmet Bey, gave me an opportunity of 
knowing their religion and morals in a more par- 
ticular manner than, perhaps, any Christian ever 
did. I explained to him the difference between the 
religion of England and Rome ; and he was pleased 
to hear there were Christians that did not worship 
images, or adore the Virgin Mary. The ridicule of- 
transnbstautiation appeared very strong to liim«— 
Upon comparing our creeds together, I am con- 
vinced that if our friend Dr. • • • had free liberty 
of preaching here, ii would be very easy to persuade 
the generality to Christianity, whose notions are 
fery little different from his. Mr. Whiston wonld 
make a very good apostle here. I do not doubt but ' 
his zeal wiU be much fired, if you\:ommunicate this 
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aceooot to him ; lratteUhiB,liemvac finthnetke 
gift of toDCQe!, before be caa posriblj be of any «r. 
MabomeiUm is divided into as mamf tcdi » 
Christiauitr ; and the fint ia«tlfatioa i 
Deflected and ohscnred by intctpiHariong, L 
■ot here forbear reflectiof oo tbe oatonl faKfioft- 
taon of maukiod to make myneries and nordtki. 
— Tbe Zeidiy Kadi, Jabari, &e. pot me in nod 
of the Catholics, Lntherans, and Calnirists, and 
are equally zealous- a«ainst one another. Bat lM 
most prerailioflr opinion, if yon search into the 
secret of the effeadi», is plain deism. Tins is, fai- 
deed, kept from the people, who are amased with 
a thousand different notions, according to the dif* 

ferent interest of their preachenf^ Hiere are 

▼ery few amongst them (Achmet Bey denied 
there were any; m absard, as to set np for wit 
by declaring they believe no God at all: and sir 
l4nl Rycant is mistaken (as he commonly is) In 
calling the sect mulerin* (i. e. Me tecrai wiih m,) 
Atlieists, they being Deists, whose impiety eonsisls 
in making a jest of their prophet. Achmet Bey 
did not own to me that he was of this opinion ; bat 
made no scruple of deviating from some part of 
Mahomet's law, by drinking wine with the 
freedom we did. When I asked him how he 
to allow himsdf that liberty? he made 
that all the creatures €i Qod are good, and d^• 

• See fyOhMOB, TaUean Q^inl d« rKmpIrt OtIiOBMBi; 
5 Tob.Sro. 1791, InwhiohthereUgkNiieodsof tlMlMNap' 
medaofl, and of each leet, U very latliActocUy datslM. 
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u* the u«e of inau ; however, that the pro- 
of wine was a very wise maxim, and meant 
wimmon people, being the source of all dis- 
tmong them ; but that the prophet nenfr 
I to confine those that knew how to use it 
i&ration : neverthdess, he said, that scan* 
It to be avoided, and that he never dranli it 
X This is the general way of Uiinking 
them, and very few forbear drinking wine 
able to. afford it. He assured me, that if I 
lod Arabic, I should be very well pleased 
k^g the Alcoran, which is so far from the 
e we charge it with, that it is the purest 
r, delivered in the very best language. I 
ce heard impartial Christians speak of it in 
le manner; and I do not doubt but that 
translations are from copies got from the 
riests, who would not fail to falsify it with 
emity of malice. No body of men ever were 
Borant, or more corrupt » yet they differ so 
om the Romish church, that, I confess, 
gives me a greater abhorrence of the 
of your clergy, than the bari>arous persecu- 
them, whenever they have been their mas- 
* no other reason than their not acknow- 
the pope. The dissenting in that one ar- 
) got them the titles of heretics and schism- 
fiiid, what is worse, the same treatment, 
at Philippopolis a sect of Christians that 
Dselves Paulines. They showman old church, 
;hey say, St. Paul preached ; and he is their 
e saint, after the same manner that St. 
at Rome 5 neither do they forget to give 



still retain ine cuuiu^w 

have lost the name of Macedonians, be 
militia in the Turkish empire, and thi 
upon the janisaries. They are foot s 
had a guard of them, relieved in every < 
town we passed : they are all clothed a 
their own expense, dressed in clean \ 
doth, carrying gnns of a prodigious Ic 
they run with upon their shoulders a 
not feel the weight of them, the lead 
sort of rude tune, not unpleasant, i 
making up the chorus. These peopi 
tween Christians and Mahometans, a 
skilled in controversy, declare, that th 
unable to judge which religion is bes 
Q^ain of not entirely rejecting the tr 
prudently follow both. They go to th 
Fridays, and to the church on Sunds 
their excuse, that at the day of judg 
sure of protection from the true 
''"^inh that is, they are not able to 
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the Roman. I know you equally condemn the 
quackery of all churches, as much as yon re?ere 
the sacred tmths, in which we both agree. 

Yoa will expect I should say something to yon 
of the' antiquities of this country; but there are 
few remains of ancient Greece. We passed near 
Xht piece of an arch, which is commonly called 
Tnjan's G^te, from a supposition that he made it 
to sirat vp the passage over the mountains between 
Sophia and PhiHppopolis. But I rather believe it 
the remains of some triumphal arch (though I could 
not see any inscription ;) for if that passage had 
been shut up, there are many others that wonld 
serve for the march of an army; and, notwith- 
standing the story of Baldwin earl of Flanders be- 
ing-overthrown in these straits, after he won Con- 
stantinople, I do not fancy the Germans would find 
themselves stopped by them at this day. It is true, 
the road is now made (with great industry) as com- 
modious as possible, for the march of the Turidsh 
army ; there is not one ditch or puddle between 
this place and Belgrade that has not a large strong 
bridge of planks built over it : but the precipices 
ar6 not so terrible as I had heard them represented. 
At these mountains we lay at the little village Kis- 
km, wholly inhabited by Christians, as all the pea- 
sants of Bulgaria are. Their houses are nothing 
bat little huts, raised of dirt baked in the sun : and 
they leave them, and fly into the mountains, some 
mdnths before the march of the Turkish army, 
who wonld else entirely ruin them, by driving away 
their whole flocks. This precaution secures them 
io a sort of plenty ; for, such vast tracts of land 



I bave now told you all th? 
and perhaps more, relating 1 
I am at Constantinople, I wi 
dlrioAlties, and then you sha 



XXX 

/ 

TO THE COUNTES 

Adrian 

As I neVer can forget the sn 
comniands, my first husinee 
quire after the stnffis you o 
without being able to find 
The difference of the dress 
so gre^t, the same sort of tli 
caftam and manteatfi. Ho 
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nificence. The bride was conducted to her hus- 
band's .house in v#ry great splendour. She is widow 
of tiie late rizier, who was killed at Peterwaradin, 
though that ought rather to be called a contract 
than' a marriage, since she never has lived with 
bim ; however, the greatest part of his wealth is 
hers. He had the permission of visiting her in the 
seraglia ; and, being one of the handsomest men in 
the empire, had very much engaged her affections. 
When she saw fhis second husband, who is at least 
fifty, she could not forbear bursting into tears. He 
is indeed a man of merit, and the declared favourite 
of the snltan (which they call mosdyp) ,- but that is 
not enough to makt him pleasing in the eyes of a 
girl of thirteen. 

The government here is entirely in the hands of 
the army : the grand-signior, with all his absolute 
power, is as much a slave as any of his subjects, 
and trembles at a janisary's frown. Here is, in- 
deed, a much greater appearance of subjection than 
among us : a minister of state is not spoken to, but 
upon the knee ; should a reflection on his conduct 
be dropped in a coffee-house (for they have spies 
every-^here), the house would be razed to the 
ground, and perhaps the whole company ,pnt to th^ 
torture. No *' huzzaing mobs, senseless j^amphlets, 
and tavern disputes about politics ;*' 

A consequential ill that freedom draws ; 
A tMd effect, — but from a noble cause. 

None of our harmless calling names I but when a 
minister here displeases the people, in three hours' 

f2 



I 



Write. Thburhe'bl 
»»lule monarch upon 
bat his wat. 

I cannot help wish w 
w«t the parliament woi 
Of ronr psMire-ubedient 
Mbilrarj- goreninienl in 
"&'*, where it ii LanJ to 
I*»PiE, or mIniMera, are 
"W^amanyreflectionion 
°^. row o«n good « 
rou with better than 1 am 
I went yesterdaj alone 1 
■"re" to ^ the grand ,i^ 

Jati.Mrie», with vj-t whit; 
" f^")' the <,«,*£, and i 
Md horse gnardi), and th, 
*ri a ^eiy cotukferabie b 
moferent haWti of finp ii« 



LADY MONTAGU'S LETTERS. 107 

le yelvet, lined with silver tlssne, his hone 
bj two Blares richly dressed. Next him' the 
ir»Mga (yuar ladyship knows this is the chief 
dian of the seraglio ladies), in a deep yellow 
L (whick suited very well to his black face), 
I with sables. Last came his Sablimity himself^ 
red in green lined with the far of a black Mns- 
e fox, which is supposed worth a thoasaad 
ids sterling, and mounted on a fine horse, with 
itwe embroidered with jewels. Six more horses 
f caparisoned, were led after him ; and two of 
principal courtiefs bore, one his gold, and the 
r his silver coffee-pot, on a staff; another car- 
a silver stool on his head for him to sifon. 
wmild be too tedious to tell your ladyship the 
nu dresses and turbans by which' their rank is 
ngnlshed; but they were all extremely rich 
gay, to the number of some thousands; so 
, perhaps, there cannot be seen a more beautiful 
eition. The sultan appeared to us a handsome 
.of about forty, with something, however, 
re in his countenance, and his eyes very fiiU 
black. He happened to stop under the window 
re we stood, and (I suppose being told who we 
i) looked npon us very attentively, so that we 
AiU leisure to consider him. The French am- 
adrets agreed with me as to his good mien : I 
that lady very often; she is young, and her 
ersatioa woukl be a great relief to me, if I 
1 persuade her to live without those forms and 
monies that make life so formal and tiresome, 
ihe is so delighted with her guards, her four- 
twenty footmen^ gentlemen ushers^ &c. that 
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1 weDt with her the other i 
io an opeu gilt chariot, with 
tendantS) preceded by onr gc 
iummoned the people to see 
teeoy nor ever perhaps woah 
Chrifltiaii ambassadresMS at t 
ladyship may easily imagine ' 
of spectators, but all silent 
them had taken the liberties « 
strange sight, onr janisaries 
of falling on them with the: 
danger for so doing, being abo 
These people, however, (I 
I. have some good qualities ; tl 

and faithful where they serve, 
their business to fight for you 
this I had a very pleasant inst 
this side Philippopolis, where 
domestic guards. I happened 
for supper, noon whirli cm^ «* 
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cuse his not obeying my command.; but, out of 
respect to me, he would not punish him but by my 
order. Accordingly, he came very gravely to me., 
to ask what should be done to him ; adding, by way 
of compliment, that if I pleased he would bring me 
his head. This may give you some-idea of the un- 
limited power of these fellows, who are all sworn 
brothers, and bound to revenge the iujories done to 
one another, whether at Cairo, Aleppo, or any part 
of the world. Hiis inviolable league makes them 
80 powerful, that die greatest man at court never 
sp^s to them but in a flattering tone; and in 
Asia^ any man that is rich is forced to enrol hinu 
self a janisary, to secure his estate. 

Bat I haw already said enough; and 1 dare 
fweat, dear madam, iJiat, by this time, it is a lery 
comfortable reflection to you, that there is no 
possibility of }'Oiir receiving such a tedious letter 
but once in six months; it is that consideration 
has given me the assurance of entertaining yon so 
long, and will, 1 hope, plead the excuse of, dear 
madam, 

Yours, &c. 



/ '*WH 10 God, d* 

W^lw. M I an ca: 
y^ by tlie acrooB 

worth jonr notice 
•og me over S(id oV 
Mwsy poasibly be 
™* not present vo 
•M. that aui in b™ 
"U fh-t «em, very 
fresh and ,weet h« 
^^, iuid I win , 

«w of lhi> pjsce, n 
30U more thaa a .i, 
^ 7 Tarki,!, habi 

■weptofith-. 



yon nij 



LADY MONTAGU'S LETTERS. Ill 

lis smock has wide sleeves, hanging half-way 
wn the arm, and is closed at the neck with a 
UDood button ; bat the shape and colour of the 
som are very well to be distinguished through it. 
le anierp is a waistcoat, made dose to the shape, 
white and gold damask, with very long sleeves 
Hug back, and fringed with deep gold fringe, and 
cmld have diamond or pearl buttons. My caftan, 
the same stuff with my drawers, is a robe ez- 
tkj fitted to my shape, and reaching to my feet, 
th very long strait falling sleeves. Over this is 
f. girdle, of about four fingers broad, which all 
tt cao afford it have entirely of jliamonds or 
lier precious stones ; those who will not be at 
It expense, have it of exquisite embroidery od 
ia I but it must be. fastened before with a cdasp 
diamonds. The curdee is a loose robe they throw 
'or piit on according to the weather, being of a 
li brocade (mine is green and gold), either lined 
th ermine or sables ; the sleeves reach very little 
low the shoulders. The head-dress is composed 
a cap, called talpock, which is in winter of fine 
tfet^ embroidered with pearls or diamonds, and. 
rammer of a light shining silver stuff. This is 
»d on one side of the head, hanging a little way. 
wn with a gold tassel, and bound on, either with 
irde of diamonds (as I have seen several) or a 
•h embroidered handkerchief. On the other side 
the head, the hair is laid flat; and here the 
lief are at liberty to show their fimcies; some 
tUng flowers, others a plume of heron's feathers, 
d, in short, what they please ; but the most, ge- 
nd fiuhlon is a large boufuet of jewels, made like 



oftbac ik.^.. 

fiill length behiud, ui»».. 

with pearl or ribboo, which 1 

quantity. 

I never saw in my life so n 
hair. In one lady's i have conn 
ten of the tresses, all natural 
owned, that every kind of beant 
here than with us. It is snrprij 
woman that is not very handsom 
tnrally the most beautiful compU 
and generally large black eyes, 
with great truth, that the 
j , (though I believe it the fure 

' does not contain so many besnt 

I protection here. They geuen 

brows; and both Greeks and 
torn of potting round their c 
j ' that, at a distance^ or by c 

' . : much to the blackness of t 

oor ladies would be oveijoye 
* --^ THAible hv dav. 



LADY Montagu's letters. 113 

miring, eitlicr the exemplary discretion or ex- 
iiiie stupidity of~all the writers that have giv«n 
3oants of them. It is very easy to see they have 
reality more liberty than we have. No woman, of 
lat ranlc soever, is permitted to go into the 
«ets without two murlint; one that covers her 
ie all but her eyes, and another that hides the 
lole dress of her head, and hangs half way down 
r back. Tlieir shapes are also wholly concealed by 
hing they call A/erigee, which uo^omau of any 
*t appears without ; this has strait sleeves, that 
ich to their fingers-ends, and it laps all round 
sm,' not unlilte a riding- hood. In. winter it is 
doth, and iu summer of plain stuff or silk. Vou 
ty guess then how effectually this disguises (hem, 
t|ia( there is no distinguishing tlie great lady 
tm her slave. It is impossible for the most jea- 
is husband to know his wife when he meets 
r; antl no man dare touch or follow a woman in 
e street. 

This perpetual masquerade gives them entire 
tarty of following their inclinations without dan- 
r of discovery. The most usual method of in- 
igne is, to send an appointment to the lover to 
Bet the lady at a Jew's shop, which are as uoto- 
Mudy convenient as our Indian-houses; and yet 
en those who do not make use of them, do not 
raple to go to buy pennyworths, and tumble over 
:h goods, which are chiefly to be found amongst 
at sort of people. The great ladies seldom let 
eir gallants know who they are ; and it is so dif- 
»lt to find it out, that they can very seldom guess 
her name, whom they have corresponded with 
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TOich is never preached to 
Neither have they much to 
Ksentmeut of their husbanc 
•re rich having all their i 
hands. 

Upon the whole, I look u 

men as the only free peopk 

very divan pays respect to tl 

rfgnlor himself, when a pasi 

violates the privileges of the 

apartment), which remains v 

to the widow. They are qu 

whom the husband has no pei 

to look njion, except it be au 

that his lady chooses. It is ti 

them four wives ; but there 

man of quality that makes use 

a woman of rank that wouk 

htisband happens to be incons 

will happen), he keeps his 
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a rake, and his wife will not see him, though she 
continaes to live in his Jiouse. 

Thuis jon see, .dear sister, the manners of maB- 
kind do not differ so widely as our voyage writera 
voold make ns believe. Perhaps it would be more 
entertaining to add a few sarprisiug customs of my 
own invention ; but nothing seemii to me so agree- 
able as truth, and I believe nothing so acceptable 
to yon. 1 conclude therefore with repeating the 
great truth of my being, . 

Dear sister, &c. 



XXXIII. 
MR. POPK TO LADY MONTAGU. 

Madam, 
If to live IB the memory of others have any thing 
desirable in it, it is what yon possess with regard to 
me, in the highest sense of the words. There is 
not a day in which your figure does not appear be- 
fore me ; your conversations return to my thoughts, 
and every scene, place, or occasion, where I have 
car^oyed tiiem, are as livelily painted, as an imagina- 
doD equally warm and tender can be capable to ro-' 
present them. Yet how little accrues to you frov 
an this, when not only my wishes, but the very ex- 
pressions of them, can hardly ever arrive to be 
known to yon ? I cannot tell whether you have seen 
half the letters I have writ ; but if you had, I havs 
not said in them half of what I designed to say ; and 
yon can have- seen but a faint, sUgbt, timoroiis 



•r-" "-i, ana rnis is the fi 
^knowledge of it to M 
with my lady Rich's, ace 
was impatient enough i 
Methuen's office : they 
lost nothing but such wo 
every day in your memor 
hare had thoughts of ca 

future to be transcribed, 2 
^YB than one, that oi 

chance to reach you. Th 
be artless and natural en 
beno vanity in this pra< 
oeeded from the beUef ol 
you, not as they came froi 
My eye-sight is grown 8< 
W. correspondence except 
methmlcs, I am like those 
abatract themselves from 
(with whom they might } 
awrsej, to emninv h,ou «. 
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of my life. ludeed^ what with ill-health and ill- 
fortune,^ I am grown so stupidly philosophical as to 
have no thought about me that deserves the name 
of wann or lively, but that which sometimes 
awakens me into an imagination that I may yet see 
yon again. Compassionate a poet, who has lost all 
manner of romantic ideas ; except a few that horer 
about the Bospliorus and Hellespont, not .so much 
for the fine sound of their names, as to raise up 
images of Leander, who was drowned in crossing 
the sea to liiss the hand of fair Hero. This were a 
destiny less to be lamented than what we are t<M 
of the poor Jew, one of your interpreters, who was 
beheaded at Belgrade as a spy. I confess such a 
death would have been a great disappointment to 
m^ ; and I believe Jacob Tonson will hardly venture 
to visit yon after this news. 

You tell me> the pleasure of being nearer the sun 
has a great effect upon your health and spirits. Yon 
have turned my affections so far eastward, that I 
could almost be one of his worshippers : for I think 
the sun has more reason to be proud of raising your 
spirits, than of raising all the plants, and ripening 
all the minerals, in the earth. It is my opinion, a 
reasonable man might gladly travel three or four 
thousand leagues to see your nature and your wit fai 
their fnll perfection. What may not we expect from 
a creature that went out the most perfect of this part 
of the world, and is every day improving by the sun 
in the other ! If you do not now write and speak 
the finest things imaginable, you must be content to 
be involved in the same imputation with the rest of 
the £a8t, and be concluded to have abandoned your- 



yon may see his images risio^ 
yon in the very scenes of his bU 
may lay the immortal work on s 
of a hero's sepulchre, aud read 
the shade of a Trojan min. 
tomb of so many heroes, you h 
pass over that sea where once i 
may at least, at ease in yoar ov 
plate the fields of Asia in sa< 
prospect as yon have of Homer 

I send yon, therefore, with t 
of the Iliad, and as many o 
wooden box, directed to Mi 
the rest, you have all I am wort! 
there are few things in them b 
ready seen, except the epistle 
in wliich you will find one p* 
tell whether to wish you si 
not. 

For the news in London, I wi 
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ich, or Miss Griffin. The political state is 
preat divisions, the parties of Walpole and 
pe as Tiolent as whig and tory. The king 
\aet continne two names ; there is nothing 
ooalidon bat at the masquerade : however, 
Dcess 18 a dissenter from it, and has a very 
arty in so unmodish a separation. 
last I received from yoor hands was from 
aradin ; it gave me the joy of thinlcing you 
health and homoar : one or two expressions 
e too generous ever to be forgotten by me. I 
very melancholy one jnst before, which was 
Mr. Stanyan, to be forwarded through Hon- 
It would have informed you how meanly I 
t of the pleasures of Italy, without the gratl- 
I of your company, and that mere statues and 
8 are not more cold to me than I to them, 
had but four of your letters ; I have sent se- 
nd wish I knew how many you have received. 
d's sake, madam, send to me* as often as you 
the dependence that there is no man breath- 
ire constantly or more anxiously mindful of 
Tell me that you are well, tell me that your 
m is well, tell me that your very dog (if yon 
ae) is well. Defraud me of no one thing that 
you I for whatever that is, it will please me 
than any thing else can do. 

I am always yours, 

A. Pope. 
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I am at this present moment writing in a house 
aitnated on the banks of the Hebrus, which runs 
under my chamber window. My garden is fall of 
tail cypress trees, upon the branches of which several 
€0ttple of tme tartles are saying soft things to one 
wother from morning till night. How naturally do 
^mgh9 and vowa come into my mind at this minute I 
must not you confess, to my prsdse, that it Is 
than an ordinary discretion that can resist the 
widced suggestions of poetry, in a place where 
truth, for once, furnishes all the ideas of pastoral ? 
The summer is already far advanced in this part of 
the world ; and, for some miles round Adrianople, 
the whole ground 4s laid out in gardens, and the 
banks of the rivers are set with rows of fruit-trees, 
under which all the most considerable Turlcs divert 
themselves every evening ; not with wallting, that 
is not one of their pleasures, but a set party of them 
choose out a green spot, where the shade is very 
thick, and there they spread a carpet, on which 
they sit drinking their coffee, and are generally at- 
tended by some slave with a fine voice, or that playt 
on some instrument. Every twenty paces you may 
see one of these little companies listening to the 
dashing of the river ; and this taste is so universal, 
that the very gardeners are not without it. I have 
often seen them and their children sitting on 4ie 
banks of the river, and playing on a rural instn^ 
menty perfectly answering the description of the 
indent fittula^ being composed of unequal reeds, 
with a simple but agreeable softness in the sound. 

Mr. Addison might here make the experiment he 
speaks of in his travels ; there not being one instru- 
ment of music among the Greek or Roman statuea 
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pleasurey and find several little passages explained, 
Uwt I did not before entirely comprehend the 
betntjr of; many of the costomsy and much of the 
dresSy then in fa^shion, being yet retiuned. I do not 
wonder to find more remains here of an age so 
distant than is to be found in any other country, the* 
Turks not talcing that psuns to introduce their own 
manners as has been generally practised by other 
naUons, that imagine themselves more polite. It 
would be too tedious to you to p<»nt out aU the pas- 
sages that relate to present customs. But I can as- 
sure you that the princesses and great ladies pass 
their time at their looms, embroidering veils and 
robes, surrounded by their maids ; which are always 
very numerous, in the same manner as we find 
Andromache and Helen described. The description 
of the belt of Menelana exactly resembles those that 
are now worn by the great men, fastened before 
with broad golden clasps, and embroidered round 
with rich work. The snowy veil that Helen throws 
over her face is still fashionable; and I never see 
half a dozen of old bashaws (as I do very often), 
with their reverend beards, sitting basking in the 
sun, but I recollect good king Priam and his conn> 
.sellon. Jheir manner of dancing is certainly the 
same that Diana is itmg to have danced on the 
bauks of Eurotas. The great lady still leads the 
.dance, and is followed by a troop of young gprls, 
who imitate her steps, and, if she sings, make up 
• the chorus. The tunes are extremely gay and lively, 
yet with sonaething in them wonderfully soft. Tl^ 
steps are varied according to the pleasure of her 
that leads the dance, but always Va esaycX^ATBA^^godL 
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yoa wiU be of my mind, that it is most wonderfally 
reflembUng ** The Song of Solomon^" which was 
also addressed to a royal bride. 

T\irkUh Verses addressed to the Sultana, eldest 
daughter of SuUan'Achmet IIL 

I 

\ 

STANZA I. 

1. The nightingale now wanders in the Tines : 
Her passion is to seelc roses. 

8. I went down to admire the beauty of the Tines : 
The sweetness of your duums lias raTish*d my soul. 

3. Your eyes are blaclc and loTely, 

But wild and disdainful as those of a stag.* 

STANZA II. 

1. The wished possession is delayed firom day to day t 
The cruel sultan Achmet will not permit me 
To see those dieeks, more Termilion than roses. 

- S. I dare not snatch one of your kissest 

The sweetness of your charms has raTish'd my touL 

9. Your eyes are black and loTcly, 

But wild and disdainftil as those of a stag. 

STANZA III. 

' 1. The wretohed Ibrahim sifhs in these Terses : - 
One d«rt flrom your eyes has pierced thro* my heart. 

S* Ah ! when will the hour of possession arriTe ? 
Must I yet wait a long time? 
The sweetness of your charms has raTish'd my souL 

. • 8lr W. Jones, in the prefkce to his Persian Grammar, 
ol^ects to this translation. The expxeH&otxUxGffrKVs tGU&iv 
gout to the "BowTif^ ot Homer, 
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with them, when, at the same time, it appears low 
or uncouth to us. You are so well acquainted with 
Homer, you cannot but have obsenred the same 
thing, and you must hare the same indolgeoce for 
all Oriental poetry. 

The repetitions at the end of the two first stanzas 
are meant for a sort of chorus, and are agreeable to 
the ancient manner of writing. The music of the 
yerses apparently changes in the third stanza, where 
the burthen is altered ; and I thinic he very artfully 
seems more passionate at the conclusion, as it is 
natural for people to warm themselves by their own 
discourse, especially on a subject in which one is 
deeply concerned : it is certainly far more touching 
than our modern custom of concluding a song of 
passion with a turn which is inconsistent with it. 
The first verse is a description of the season of the 
year ; ail the country now being full of nightingales, 
whose amours with roses is an Arabian foble, as well 
Icnown here as any part of Ovid amongst us, and is 
much the same as if an English poem should begin, 
by saying, — " Now Philomela sings," Or what if 
I turned th6 wholp into the style of English poetry, 
to see how it would loolc ? 

STANZA I. 

** Now Philomel renews her tender stndn. 
Indulging all the night her pleating pun : 

I fought the groves to hear the wanton sing, 
There taw a face more heauteous than the spring. 

Tour large stag-eyes, where thousand glondsa \\ib) , 
As bright, as lively, but S8 wild m they. 
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fiction, of having first seen her in a garden, 
he WES' admiring the beauty of the spring. 
imld not forbear ret^nlng the oompariion of 
I with those of a stag, thongh, perhaps, the 

of It may give it a hurlesqae sound in our 
;e, I cannot determine upon the whole how 
lave succeeded in the translation, neither do 

our English proper to express such violence 
ion, which is very seldom felt amongst us. 
Dt also those compound words which are 
!quent and strong in the Turlcish language, 
see I am pretty far gone in Oriental learning ; 
i say truth, I study very hard. I wish my 

may give me an occasion of entertaining 
iriosity, which will be the utmost advantage 
or from them by. 

Yours, &c. 



XXXV. 
TO MRS. S. €•••. 

Adrhmoplej April I, O. S. 

opinion, dear. S. I ought rather to quarrel 
ra for not answering my Nimeguen letter of 

till December, than to excuse my not writ- 
in till now. I am sure there is on my side a 
9d excuse for silence, having gone such-tire* 
ind-joumeys, though I do not find the con- 
of them so bad as you seem to imagine. I 
r easy here, and not in the solitude you fancy 
be great munber of Greelcs, French, English, 
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which is the term they give it. There is a set of 
old women who make it their business to perform 
the operation every autumn^ in the mouth of Sep* 
tember, wheli the great heat is abated. People send 
to one another to Itnow if any of their family has 
a ttind to have the small-pox : they make parties 
for this purpose, and when they are met (commonly 
fifteen or sixteen together), the old woman comeii 
with a nnt'-sheli fall of , the matter of the best sort 
of small-pox, and afiks what vein you please to have 
opened. She immediately rips open that you offer 
to her with a large needle (which gives you no 
more paun than a common scratch), and puts into 
the vein as much matter as can lie upon the head of 
her needle, and after that binds up the little wound 
with a hollow bit of shell ; and in this manner opens 
four or five veins. The Grecians have commonly 
the superstition of opening one in the middle of the 
' forehead, one in each arm, and one on the breast, 
to mark the sign of the cross ; but this has a very 
ill effect, all these wounds leaving little scars, and 
is not done by those that are not superstitious, who 
choose to have them in the legs, or that ^art ofthe 
arm that is concealed. The children or young pa- 
tients play together all the rest of the day, and are 
in perfect health to the eighth. Then the fever be- 
gins to seize them, and they keep their beds two 
days, very seldom three. They have very rarely 
above twenty or thirty in their faces, which never 
mark ; and in eight days' time they are as well as 
before their illness. Where they are wounded, 
there remain running sores during the distemper^ 
trAieh J do Dot doubt is a great te^eltovX., ^n^x^ 
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; and a letter out of Turkey that has nothing 
aordinary in it would be as great a disappoint- 
t as. my visitors will receive at London, if I re- 
I thither without any rarities to show them. 

Hiat shall I tell you of? You njever saw 

aeb in your life ; and perhaps the description of 
sm will appear new to you : I can assure you the 
«t sight of them was so to mc ; and though I have 
sta. hundreds of pictures of those animals, I never 
AW any that was r^senibling enough to give a tnic^ 
dea of them. I am going to malce a bold observa- 
don, and possibly a false one, because nobody has 
ever made it before me ; but I do take them to be 
of the stag kind ; their legs, bodies, and neclis, are 
exactly shaped like them, and their colour very near 
the same. It is true, they are much larger^ being a 
great deal higher than a horse ; and so swift, that, 
after the defeat of Peterwaradin, they far outran 
the swiftest horses, and brought the first news of 
the loss of the battle to Belgrade. They are never 
thoroughly tamed ; the drivers take care to tie them 
one to another with strong ropes, fifty in a stringy 
led by an ass, on which the driver rides. I have 
seen three hundred in one caravan. They carry 
the third part more than any horse; but it is a 
particular art to load them, because of the bunch 
on their backs. They seem to me very ugly crea- 
tures ; their heads being ill.formed, and dispropor- 
tioned to their bodies. They carry all the burdens ; 
and the beasts destined to the plough are buffaloes^ 
an animal you are also unacqu^nted with. Thej * 
are larger and more clumsy than an oil ^ ^^^^ \wi^ 
fAorf, tbidc, black horns^ close to tUw \5k!wA», 
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pestilence. I have the happiness of one of their 
8|Kn*ed nesU under my chamber window. 

Now I am talking of my chamber, I remember 
the description of the hoases here will be as new 
^to you as any of the hirdd or beasts. I suppose you 
luiTe ready in most of oar accoants of Turkey, that 
the houses are the most miserable pieces of building 
in the world, I can speak very learnedly on that 
■abject, having been in so many of them ; tod I 
•wure yon it is no such thing. We are now lodged 
in a palace belonging to the graud-signior, I 
reaUy think the manner of building here very agree- 
able, and proper for the country. It is true th^ 
are not ail solicitous to beautify the outsides of 
their houses, and they are generally built of wood, 
which I own is. the cause of many inconveniences ; 
•Imt this is not to be charged on the ill taste oC the 
people, but on the oppression of the government. 
Every house at the death of its master is at the 
frand-signior's disposal; and therefore no man 
cares to make a great expense, which he is n(bt sure 
lito fomily will be the better for.* All their design 
i* to build a house commodious, and that will last 
ibeir lives ; and they are very indifferent if it foils 
down the year after. 

Every house, great and small, is divided Into two 
diftiuct parts, which only join together by a narrow 
possage. The first house has a large court before 
Hf and open galleries all round it, which is to me 
a thing very agreeable. This gallery leads to all 

• If it be not put into n vadif ; " that i», amexed to 
-mmf moaque or (^mntaui. 
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nets, I think, more conveniently tiian ours. Be- 
tween the windows are little arches to set pots of 
perftuney or baskets of flowers. Bat what pleases 
lae best. Is the fashion of baring marble fonntains 
lA the lower part of the room, which throw op 
I several spoots of water, giving at the same time an 
^ ; Agreeable coolness, and a pleasant dashing sound, 
^ Calling from one basin to another. Some of these 
^ are very magnificent. Each house has a bagnio, 
"* whichoonsists generally in two or three little rooms, 
^ leaded on the top, paved with marble, with basins, 
^j codes of water, and all conveniences for either hot 
?' or cold baths. 

' . Von will, perhaps, be surprised at an account so 
' different from what you have been entertained 
^ ' with' bj the common voyage-writers, who are very 

* ' fond of speaking of what they do not know. It 

* must be under a very particular character, or on 
^ • (ome extraordinary occasion, that a Christian is 

admitted into the house of a man of quality ; and 
thdr harami are always forbidden ground. Thus 
r j they can only speak of the outside, which makes 
' I no great appearance ; and the women's apartments 
' I are always built backward, removed from sight, and 
I have no other prospect than the gardens, which are 
inclosed with very high walls. There are none of 
1 onr parterres in them ; but they are planted with 
high trees, which give an agreeable shade, and, to 
my fancy, a pleasing view. In the midst of the 
garden is the ehiosk, that is, a large room, com- 
monly beautified with a fine fountain in the midst 
of it. It is raised nine or ten steps, and inclosed 
with gilded lattices, round which vines, jessamines. 



:/ 



I 



I 

1 



I 

I 



I 



!• : 
i 



t . 



fee, sherbet, &c. Neither 8 
more durable maoner of bi 
are all of freestone, aud thi 
extremely magnificent, man 
large square, built round \i 
arches, where poor artific 
'l They have always a mosqi: 

the body of the harm is s 
pable of holding three or to\ 
court extremely spacious, 
that give it the air of our ( 
it a more reasonable piece ol 
Ing of convents. 

f thinly I have now toU 
once. If you do not like m 
''■t- 1 me what you would have m 

I ■ i nobody more desirous to e 

Mrs, Thistlethwayte, 



. > 



I ^i 



I 



I 



LADY MONTAGU'S LETTERS. 139 

XXXVII. 
V TO T^E COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Adriaaople, April 18» O. S. ITIT* ' 

vTB to yoQ, dear sister, and to all my other 
sh correspondents, by the last ship, and only 
n can tell when I shall hare another opportn- 
il sending to yon; bat I cannot forbear to 
agiln, thongh perhaps my letter may He upon 
inds these two .months. To confess the trvth, 
•ad is so full of my entertainment yesterday, 
t is absolutely necessary for my own repos^ to 
i some vent. Without farther prefistce, I will 
t»egiB my story; 

ras invited to dine with the grand-vizier's 
» and it was with a great deal of pleasure I 
red myself for an entertainment which was 

before given to any Christian. I thought I 
d very Httle satisfy her curiosity (which I did 
onbt was a considerable motive to the invita« 
by going in a dress she was used to see, and 
fore dressed myself in the court habit of Vi- 

which is much more magnificent than ours. 
;?er, I chose to go incognita^ to avoid any dis- 

aboot ceremony, and went in a Turkish 
, only attended by my woman that held up 
ain, and the Greek lady who was my inter- 

bis was the sultana Hafit^n, the fttvourite and widow 
sultan Mustapha II* who died in 170s* 
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17 magnificent dinners, dressed by his own cooks. 
be first week they pleased me extremely; bnt^ I 
ivn, 1 then began to grow weary of their table, 
id desired oar own cook might add a dish or two 
Iter oar manner. But I attribute this to custonl, 
id am very much inclined to believe that an In- 
lan, who had never tasted of either, would prefer 
kieir cookery to ours. Their sauces are very high, 
n the roast very much done. They use a great 
lad of very rich spice. The soup is served for the 
iit dish ; tind they have at least as great a variety 
i ragouts as we have. I was very sorry I could 
lol eat of as many as the good lady would have had 
9e> who was very earnest in serving me of every 
tlfing. The treat concluded with coffee and per- 
hmeSf which is a high mark of respect ; two sla^s 
kneeling censed my hair, clothes, and handkerchief. 
After this ceremony, she commanded her slaves to 
nlay and dance, wMch they did with their guitars 
mtheir hands, and -she excused to me their want 
of skill, saying she took no care to accomplish them 
hk that art. 

I returned her thanks, and soon after took my 
leave. I was conducted back in the same manner • 
I entered, and would have gone straight to my own 
house ; but the Greek lady with me earnestly soU- 
dted me to visit the hiydya*a* lady, saying, he 
was the second officer in' the empire, and ought 
faideed to be looked upon as t6e firsts the grand- 
vizier having .only the name, while he exercised 
the authority. I had found so little diversion in 

• Kyhati Ueutenant, The deputy to the gnA^-NVitoc. 
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two youDg girls about twelve years old, 
angelSy dressed perfectly rich, and almoit 
fritb Jewels. But they were hardly seen 
! Mr FtUima (for that is bef name), so 
ar beauty' effaced every thiog [ have seen,- 
Jdtf has been calted iove^ either in Eng- 
Germany. I most own that. I never saw 
g ao gloriously beautiful, nor can I recol- 
oe. tliat would have been taken notice of 
'a. She stood up to receive me, saluting 
r their fashion, putting her hand t^ her 
ith a sweetness full of msgesty, that uft 
eeding could ever give. She ordered 
to be given me, and took care to place me 
mer, which is the place of honour. I oou- 
Bgh the Greek lady had before given me 8' 
inion of- her beauty, I was so struck with 
00, that I could not for some time speak to- 
ig wholly taken up in gazing. That sor- 
ktrmony of features ! that chai-ming result 
bole! that exact proportion of body! that 
)om of compleaon, unsullied by art ! ihe 
ble enchantment of her smile ir-But her 
arge and black, with all the soft langnish- 
theblue! every turn of her face discoveriqg 



my first surprise was over, I endeavoured, 
f e^ .ining her face, to find out some im- 
m, without any fruit of my search, but my 
sarly convinced of the error of that vulgar 
Jiat a face j^xactly proportioned, and per- 
iantiful, would not be agreeable; nature 
Jane for ber, with more «\i£fieM> ^vi^atiL 
9 said to have essayed, by a o(A^»c9Mya ^ 
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on the beaateoiiB Fatima, thati the finest piece of 

leolptiire coakl hare given me. 

She told me the two girls at her feet were her 

dmigfaters, thongh she appeared too young to he 

thrirmotlier. Her fair maids were ranged helow th^ 

■ofo» to the niimher of twenty, and put me in mind 

of the pictures of tlie ancient nymptis. [ did not 

liilnlc all nature conld have furnished such a scene 

of heaoty. She made them a sign to play and dance. 

Foot of them immediately began to play some soft 

irirt on instrnments between a lute and a guitar, 

which they accompanied with their voices, while 

the others danced by turns. This dance was very 

diilerent from what 1 had seen before. Nothing 

ooQid be more artful, or ^ore proper to raise 

certain idetu. The tunes so soft ! — the motions so 

kBgnishingl-^-accompanied with pauses and dying 

tym ! half-falling back, and then recovering them- 

idfes in so artful a manner, that I am very positive 

the coldest and most rigid prude upon earth could 

lot have looked upon them without thinking o 

. mmeihing not to he spoken of. I suppose you may 

htfe read that the Turks have no music but what 

ii shocking to the ears ; but this account is from 

thote who never heard any but what is played in 

the streets, and is just as reasonable as if a foreigner 

ibould take his ideas of English music from the 

bladder and etrmg, or the marrow-bones and clea- 

vert. I can assure you that the music is extremely 

pathetic; it is true I am inclined to prefer the 

Italian, but, perhaps, I am partial. I am acquainted 

with a Greek lady who sings better than Mt^.Ba- 

hheon, and in very well skilled in YK)lYi,yj\vo ^\«^ 

tAe preference to the Turkish. It \8 cetXiBatL ^<e^ 
vol., I, n 
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ne all this while in 
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est grace in the world 
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Q. I wish it may givi 
I would have my 4 
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XXXVIII. 
TO THE ABBOT • • ♦. 

Adrianoplc, May. 17> O. 8. 

I AM going to leave Adrlanpple, and I woald not do 
it without giving you some account of all tbat is 
carious in it, which I have taken a great deal of 
pains to see. 

I will not trouble you \nth wise dissertations, 
whether or no this is the same city that was an- 
ciently called Orestesit or 01*6816; which you -know 
better than I do. It is now called from the empe- 
ror Adrian, and was the first European seat of 
the Turkish empire, and has been the favourite re- 
sidence of many saltans. Mahomet the fourth^ and 
llQstapha, the brother of the reigning emperor, 
were so fond of it that they wholly abandoned 
Constantinople ; which humour so far exasperated 
the janisaries, that it was a considerable motive to 
the rebellions that deposed them : yet this man 
seems to love to keep his court here. I can give 
you no reason for this partiality. It is true the 
sitnation is fine, and the country all round very 
beautiful ; but the air is extremely bad, and the 

■ seraglio itself is not free from the ill effect of it. 
The town is said to be eight miles in compass, I 
suppose they reckon in the gardens. There are 
some good houses in it, I mean large ones ; for the 
architecture of their palaces never m?iVLc.% ^Al^ ^gk»j^ 

sAow, It 18 DOW very full oi ]^o^\e \ \wX Vwk^ -wfc 



there are two noble bridges built ovci n,. 

I had the curiosity to go to see the £» 
my Turkish dress, which is disguise sufflc 
I own I was not very easy when I saw it 
with janisaries ; but they dare not be i 
womau, aud made way for me with as mix 
as if I had been in my own figure. It is h: 
in length, the roof arched, and Itept extrei 
It holds three hundred and sixty-five s' 
uishdd with all sorts of rich goods, expm 
in the same manner as at the NewExcI 
Loudon : but the pavement is kept much n 
the shops are all so clean, they seem 
))ainted. Idle people of all sorts walli 
their diversion, or amuse themselves wit 
coflfee, or slierbet, which is cried about 
aud sweetmeats are in our play-houses. 

I observed most of the rich tradesmen 
That people are in incredible power it 
try : they have many privileges above all 

•""* *«nv#» formed a ve 
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r and want of industry in the Turks. Every 
bas his Jew, who is his homme tTq^airesj 
et into all his secrets, and does all his bu- 

No bargain is made, no bribe received, no 
indise disposed of, but what passes through 
lands : they are the physicians, the stewards, 
e interpreters, of all the great men. 
may judge how advantageous this is to a 
who never fail to make use of the smallest 
ages. They have found the secret of making 
slves so necessary, that they are certain of the 
tion of thef court, whatever ministry is in 
Even the English, French, and Italian 
ants, who are sensible of their artifices, are, 
er, forced to trust their affairs to their ne- 
on, nothing of trade being managed without 
and the meanest among them being too im- 
it to be disobliged, since the whole body take 
f his interests with as much vigour as they 
those of the most considerable of their mem- 
There are many of them vastly rich, but 
are to make little public show of it ; though 
ive in their houses in the utmost luxury and 
licence. — ^lliis copious subject has drawn me 
my description of the exchange, founded by 
ash^, whose name it bears. Near it is the 
*^M, a street of a mile in length, full of shops 

kinds of fine merchandise, but excessivdy 
nothing being made here. It is covered on 
•p with boards, to keep out the rain, that mer- 
8 may meet conveniently in all weathers. The 
m near it, is another excliange, built upon 
iy where all sorts of borse-funiiture are sold : 
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a clean husbaudman sowing seed. After 

era! reapers, with garlands of ears of com,' 

» is pictured, with scythes in their hands, 

to mow. Then a little machine drawn hj 

which was a windmill, and boys employed 
ling com, followed by another machine, 
by buffaloes, carrying an oven, and two 
)ys, one employed in Itneading bread, and 
in drawing it out of the oven. These boys 
ttle cakes on both sides among the crowd, 
e followed by the whole company of balcers, 
g on foot, two by two, in their best clothes, 
ces, loaves, pasties, and pies of all sorts, on 
ads, and after them two buffoons, or jack* 
8, with their faces and clothes smeared 
•ill, who diverted the mob with their antic 
« In the same manner followed all the 
ies of trade in the empire ; the nobler sort, 

jewellers, mercers, &c. finely mounted, 
iny of the pageants that represent their 
perfectly magnificent ; among which, that 
irriers made one of the best figures, being 
irge machine, set round with the skins of 
, foxes, &c. so well stuffed, that the ani- 
!med to be alive, and followed by music and 
" I believe there were upon the whole 
housafid men, all ready to follow his high* 
be commanded them. The rear was closed 
olunteers, who came to beg the honour of 
1 his service. This part of the show seemed 
i barbarous, that I removed from the win-. 
}n the first appearance of it. They were 
id to the middle. Some had their arms 
through with arrows left sticking in them : 




uilien bad theoi sticking ip iheii bead*, the bltwl 
tricfclinc iovn their faces. Some liaihed Ibdl 
am* «ilh sharp kniveg, nuking the blood «ptla| 
uut upon those tbal ilood there; uid thU la htskd 
ujHM) at an expressioa of ibeir zeul Cor i^ry. I 
aca told thai some muMe ete uf it to advaiica tbeb 
li-re ; ud when Ibry nre Dear the window whMl 
tbttr Bt'uartt* aianda, (all the women in town beU| 
ttikd (a see Ibis spectacle,] the; Hticlt uolhei 
artpw for her sake, who gii'ea looie tign of a^m 
baiioo and eDcoara^eioeut to this gallanirj. Hi 
(vhole show lasted for ui^ar eight boars, to i^ 
grcU sorrow, who waa heartily tired, tbfwgh . 
WAS in the house Of the widow of the mpWh 
faAk (admiral,) who refreitbed me with coCn 
sweetmeat!, sherbet. Sic. with all pouibla diilltf, 
I went two days after, to see the moc«|oe o 
siillmi Selim I.* which is a hnUding rery wd 
woitb tbe cariosity of a traveller. I wv dresM 
in myTarkish habit, and admitted without scmpl* 
though I believe they guessed who 1 was, by th 
extreme oSt^ousnets of the door-keeper to tboi 
nic every pari of it. It ia situated very adnnUffi 
autly in the midst of the city, nod in tbe higbd 
part of it, making a very noble show. Tli« Art 
court has four gates, and the innermoat tbrM 
iliey are both of tbem lurroanded wilh cloistMi 
wi^ marble plUars of the louic order, &Dely pt 

tpcrftet iqiuTfci/HnntT'flTfltoMvwUhA flit flHfolB ill 
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lUhed, and of very lively colours : the whole pave- 
ment is of white marble, and the roof of the clois- 
ters divided into several aipolas or domes, beaded 
with gilt balls on the top. In the inidst of each 
court are fine fonntains pf white marble ; and be- 
fore the great gate of the mosque, a portico, with 
green marble pillars, which'has five gates, the body 
of the mosqoe being one prodigious dome. 

I understand so little of architecture, I dare not 
pretead to speak of the proportions. It seemed to 
me. very regular : this I am sure of, it is vastly 
high, and I thought it the noblest building I ever 
saw. It has two rows of marble galleries on pil- 
lars, with marble balusters : the pavemcut is alto 
mart)le, covered with Persian carpets. In . my 
opinion, it is a great addition to its beauty, that 
it is not divided into pews, and incumbered with 
forms and benches like our churches ; nor the pil- 
lars (which are most of them red and white 'mar- 
ble) disfigured by the little tawdry images and 
pictures, that give Roman- catholic churches the air 
of toy-shops. The walls seemed to be inlaid with 
such very lively colours, in small flowers, that I 
could not imagine what stones had been made use 
of : but going nearer, I saw they were crusted with 
japan china, which has a very beautiful effect. In 
the midst hung a vast lamp of silver, gilt ; besides 
which, I do verily believe, there were at least two 
thousand of a lesser size. This must look very 
glorious when they are all lighted; but being at 
night, no women are snfiered to enter. Under the 
lai^e lamp is a great pulpit of carved wood, g^lt ; 
aad just by, a fountain to wash, which, you know^ 
is an essential part of their devotion. In one comer 
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is a Uttle gallery, inclosed with gilded lattices, fv 
the grand-signior. At the upper eiid, a large nldM, 
^rcry like an altar, raised two steps, corered iHtk 
gold brocade, and, standing before it, two sUfV 
^t candlesticks, the height of a man, and. in thai 
white wax candles, as thick as a man's waist. The 
outside of the mosqne is adorned with towers, vast^ 
high, gilt on the top, from whence the immmu csU 
the people to prayers; I had the cnriority to go 
np one of them, which is contrived so artftiUy, as 
to give surprise to all that see it. There is bat one 
door, which leads to three different stidrcases, 
going to the three different stories of the tower, in 
Biidi a manner, that three priests may ascoid, 
rounding, without ever meeting each other ; a con- 
trivance very much admired. 

Behind the mosque, is an exchange full of shops, 
where poor artificers are lodged gratis, I saw 
several derrises at their prayers here : they are 
dressed in a plain piece of woollen, with their arms 
bare, and a woollen cap on their heads, like a high* 
crowned hat without brims. I went to see some 
other mosques, built much after the same manner, 
but not comparable in point of magnificence to tUf 
I have described, which is infinitely beyond any 
church in Germany or England ; I will not talk of 
other countries I have not seen. The seraglio does 
not seem a very magnificent palace : but the gar- 
dens are very large, plentifully suppUed with water, 
and fhU of trees ; which is all I know of then, 
baring never been in them. 

I tell you nothing of the order o^ Mr. Wortlcy*! 
entry, and his audience. These things are always 
the same, and have been so often deterlbed, I will 
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mH trouble yoa with the repetition. The young 
mDoe, about eleven years old, sits near his fiither 
Chen he gives audience : he is a handsome boy^ 
Imt probably will not immediately succeed the wii- 
tan, there being two sons of sultan Mustapha (bis 
eldest brother) remaining ; the eldest about twenty 
fears old, on whom the hopes of the peoi^e are 
fiooed. This reign has been bloody and avaricious. 
[ am apt to believe, they are very impatient to see 
the end of it. 

I am, sir, yours, &c. &c. 

P. S. I will write to you again from Constan- 
Ciaople. 



XXXIX. 

TO THE ABBOT • • •. 

Constantinople, May 89, O. S. 1717* 

i HAVB had the advantage of very fine weather idl 
my journey; and, as the summer is now in its 
tMMinty, I enjoyed the pleasure of fine prospects ; 
and the meadows being full of all sorts of gakrdeu 
lowers, and sweet herbs, my berlin perfumed the 
air as it pressed them. The grand-siguior furnished 
■• with thirty covered waggons for our baggage^ 
md five coaches of the country for my women. We 
found the road fall of the great spidiis and thdr 
equipages coming out of Asia to the war. They 
always travel with tenU; but I chose to lit in 
houses all the way. 
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I will not trouble you with the names of the vU-' 
lages we passed, iu which there was nothing re- 
markable, but at Tcliiorlu, where there was a 
eimac, or little seraglio, boilt for the use of tlie 
grand-signior when he goes this road. -I had the 
cariosity to view all the apartments destined for the 
ladies of his court. They were in the midst of a 
thick grove, of trees, made fresh by fountains ; bat 
I was most surprised to see the walls almost covered 
with little distiches of Turkish verse^ written with 
pencils. I made my interpreter explain them to 
me, aud I found several of them very well turned; 
though I easily believed him, that they. had last 
much of their beauty in the translation. OnewaiL 
literally thus-iu English : 

We come into this world ; we lodge« and we depart; 
He never goes that's lodged within my heart.. 

The rest of our journey was through fine painted 
meadows, by the side of the sea of Marmora, the an- 
cient Propontis. We lay the next night at Selivrea,' 
anciently a noble town. It is now a good sea- 
port, aud neatly bnitt enough, and haa a bridge of 
thirty-two arches. Here is a famous Greek church. 
I had given one of my coaches to a Greek lady, whc» 
desired the convcnieucy of travelling with me : she 
designed to pay her devotions, and I was glad of 
the opportunity of going with her. I found it an 
ili-buUt edifice, set , out with the same sort of 
ornaments, bat less rich, as the'Roman>catholif 
diarches. They showed me a saint's body, whev 
I threw a piece of money ; and a picture of tli 
Mrgin Mary, drawn by the hand of St. Luke, ve 
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ittle to the credit of his painting ; but, however, 
he. finest Madonna, of Italy is not more famous for 
ler miracles. The Greeks hare a monstrous taste 
n their pictures, which, ifor more finery, are always, 
irawn upon a gold ground. You may imagine what 
I good air this has ; but they have no notion either 
»f shade or proportion. Iliey have a bishop here, 
vho officiated in his purple robe, and sent me a 
!andle almost as big as myself for a present, when 
was at my lodging. 

We lay that night at a town called Bujuk Check- 
nedji, or Great Bridge ; and the night following, 
tt^Kujuk Checkmedji, or Little Bridge ; in a very 
>leasant lodging, formerly a monastery of dervisea, 
laving before it a large court, encompassed with 
narble cloisters, with a good fountain in the mid- 
lie. The prospect from this place, and the gardens 
'ound it, is the most agreeable I have seen ; and 
hows, that monks of all religions know how to 
lioose their retirements. It is now belonging* to a 
Ufgia or schoolmaster, who teaches boys here. I 
isked him to show me his own apartment, and 
vas surprised to see him point to a tall cypress 
Tee in the garden, on the top of which was a place 
or a bed for himself, and a little lower^ one for his 
vife and two children, who slept there every night, 
': was Homuch diverted with the fancy, I resolved 
o examine his nest nearer ; but after going up fifty 
tteps, I found I had still fifty 'to go up, and then I 
mist' climb from branch to branch, with some ha* 
card of my neck. I thought it, therefore, the best 
¥ay to come down again. 

We arrived the next day at Constantinople ; but 



LoodoD. All the ambassadors are 1< 
each other. One part of our hoa» 
port, the city, the seraglio, and the 
Asia; perhaps, all together, the 
prospect in the world. 

A certain French author says, Cc 
twice as big as Paris. Mr. Wortiey 
own it is bigger than London, thoi 
appears to me to be so ; but I do e 
ao populous. The burying-fields ab 
tainly much larger than the whole < 
prising what a vast deal of laud is . 
Turkey. Sometimes I have seen bi 
several miles, belonging to very iuo 
lages, which were formerly great toi 
no other mark of their ancient grai 
dismal one. On no occasion do th 
a stone that serves for a monument, 
are costly enough, being of very fine 
set up a pillar, with a carved turba 



LADY MONTAGU'8 LETTERS. 159 

• vninarriedy who have a rose on the top of 

tonnment. ^ The sepnlcln^ of particular 

8 are railed In, and planted round idth trees. 

of the saltans, and some great men, have 

constantly burning in them. 

ten I spoke of their religion, T forgot to men- 

two particularities, one of which I have read 

jt it seemed so odd to me, I could not believe 

fet it is certainly true : that when a man has 

reed his wife in the most solemn manner, he 

take her again upon no other terms than pen* 

ting another man to pass a night with her ; and 

re are some examples of those who hare sub- 

Cted to this law,. rather than not have back their 

loved. The other point of doctrine is very ez- 

aordinary: any woman that dies unmarried, is 

loked upon^o die In a state of reprobation. Td 

onfina this belief, they reason, that the end of the 

Teation of women is to increase and multiply; and 

hat she is only properly employed in the worlcs of 

ler calling when she is bringing forth children, or 

aking care of them, which are all the virtues tiiat 

9od expects from her : and, indeed, their way of 

Ife, which shuts them out of all paUic commerce, 

loes not permit them any other. Our vulgar no* 

ion, that they do not own women to have any 

lonls, is a mistake : it is true, they say they are 

lot of so elevated a kind, and therefore must not 

lM>pe to be admitted into the paradise appointed for 

the men, who are to he entertained by celestial 

lieauties. But there is a place of happiness destined 

for souls of the inferior order, where all good wo- 

tnen are to be in eternal bKss. Blany of them ate 
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Teiy mpentidons, and will not rematn tridowi toi 
daya, for fear of dying Id tbe rr|irobale slate of u 
useless creature. Bat those that like their libaQ, 
aod are oot slaves to their religioii, cont^t them- 

, selres with marryiDg when they are ofrud of dying, 
litis Is a piece of theology Terjr dilTereiic froiD that 
which teaches colhiog to be more acceptable to 
Ood than a vow of perpetoal Tirgioity : nhich iUr 
Hnlty la most rational, I leave yon tu detenuitie. 

I have already made some progress in a coUecdaii 
of Greek medals. Here are several professed an- 
tiijuaries who are ready to serve any body that 
detires them. But yoo canaol imaf^De hoiv they 
sUre In my face when I inquire about them, as if 
nobody was permitted to seek after medals lilLtbey 
were grown a piece of antiqnity ihemselves. 1 hiit 

' got some very valuable ones of the Macedotdu 
kings, particularly one of Perseus, so lively, I fancy 
1 can eee all his ill qaalities in his face. 1 have * 
porphyry head finely cut, of the true Greek «5nlp- 
tnre; but who it represent, la lo be guessed at by 
the learned when I retarn. For you are not to 
suppose these aniiquaries (who are all Greeks] 
know any thing. Their trade is only lo sell j they 
have correspondents at Alejipo, Grand Cairo, in 
Aiabia, and Palestine, who send them all they can 
£nd, and very often great heaps that are only fit to 
melt into pans and kettles, liey get the best price 
tbey can for them, wlibont knowing those that an 
valuable from those that are not. Those that pre- 
tend to skill generally find ont the image of some 
i^nt Id the medals of the Greek cities. Que o( 
them ibowing me the figure of i Pallas, with a 



LADV MONTAGU'S L£TT£RS. 161 

victory in her hand on -a reverse, assured me it was 
the Virgin holding a cruqifix. The same man 
offered me the head of » Socrates on a sardonyx ; 
and to enhance the value, gave him'the title of saint 
Augnstine. 

I have bespoken a mummy, which I hope will 
coise fi^fe to my hands, notwithstanding the mis- 
foi-tune that befel a very fine one, designed for the 
king of Sweden. He gave a great price for it, aiut 
the Turks took it into their heads that he must 
have some considerable project depending upon it. 
They fancied it the body of God knows who ; and 
that the state of their empire mystically depended 
on the conservation of it. Some old prophecies 
were remembered upon this occasion, and the 
mummy was committed prisoner to the Seven 
Towers, where it has remained under close con- 
finement ever since : I dare not try my interest in 
so considerable a point as the release of it ; but I 
hone mine will pass without examination^ 

{ can teU you nothing more at present of this 
famous city. When I have looked a little about 
me, you shall hear from me ag^n. I am, sir, 

Yours^ &c. ^c. 



Belgraae viiiag«;« ^ 

I HOPE before this time you hai 
three of my letters. I had yo 
though dated the 3d of Februa 
luppose me to be dead and bnric 
let yon know that I am still alive 
I look upon my present circumst; 
the same with those of departed 
The heats of Constantinople '. 
this place, which perfectly answ 
of the Elysian fields. I am in the 
consisting chiefly of fruit-trees, 
number of fountains, famous foi 
their water, and dinded into i 
upon short grass, that seems to 
am assured, is the pure work of i 
view of the Black Sea, from whe 
enjoy the refreshment of cool I 
us insensible of the heat of the i 
lage is only inhabited by the fu 
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orance I am in of what passes among the living 
licfa only comes to me by chance), and the great 
imess with which I receive it. Yet I have still 
lankering after my friends and acquaintances 
in the world, according to the authority of that 
ilrable author^ 

That spirits departed are wondrous kind 
To firiends and relations left bdiind : 

Which nobody can deny. 

vdiich solemn truth I am a ilead instance. I 
ik Virgil is of the same oj^nion, thut in human 
a- there will still be some remains of famnaa 
>ions. 

■CiM» non ipssB in morte relinquunt. 

. It' is very necessary to make a perfect Elysium, 
there should be a river Lethe, which I am not 
lappy as to find. 

say truth, I am sometimes very weary of the 
iDg and dancing, and sunshjine, and wish for 
smoke and impertinencies in which yon toil, 
igh I endeavour to persuade myself that I Uve 

1 more agreeable variety than you do; and 
Monday, setting of partridges — Tuesday, read- 
English — ^Wednesday, studying in the Turkish 
nage (In which, by the wi^, I am already very 
aed)—^ Thursday^ classical authors — Friday; 
it in writing— Saturday, at my needle — and 
day admitting of visits, and hearing of music, 

better way of disposing of the week, than 
iday at the drawing- rOQm — ^Tuesday, lady Mo- 
's — Wednesday, at the opera^Thursday, the 
—Friday, Mrs. Chetwynd's, &c. a perpetual 
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round of hearing the 8ame scandal, i 
same follies acted over and over, whi 
me no more than they do other dead 
now hear of displeasing things with p 
oot indication. The reflection on. 1 
between you and me cools all news tha 
I can neither be sensibly touched with 
when I consider that possibly the can 
removed before the Jet|er comes to m 
(as I ssdd before) this indolence does 
my few friendships ; I am still warn 
yoars and Mr. Congreve's, and desire 
remembrance^ though dead to all the 

Ii 



INDEX. 



To the Countess of Mar 7 

To Mrs. Skerret 9 

To Mrs. S. C. 11 

Co the Lady Rich IS 

To the Countess of Bristol 15 

To Mrs. Ihistlethwayte I7 

To the Countess of Mar ffO 

Mr. Pope to Lady Montagu £4 

To Mr. Pope 88 

To the Countess of Mar 39 

To the Lady Rich 37 

To Mrs. ] histlethwayte 41 

To the Lady X***.. 44 

To Mr. Pope . '. . . 48 

To the Countess of Mar . .' flO 

?o the Countess of Mar ' 52 

fo the Countess of Mar ....... 66 

To the Countess of Bristol 57 

To the Lady Rich ag 

To the Countess of Mar 01 

To the Lady Rich • . 8S 

To the Countess of Mar • • 06 

VIr. Pope to Lady Montagu 70 

To Mr. Pope 7t 

To the Countess of Mar 73 

Mr. Pope to Lady Montagu 81 

fo Mr. Pope 8i 

fo the Princess of Wales go 

:o the Lady Rich • . • • 93 

'o the Abbot • • • 97 



166 INDEX. 

No. ' Pt 

XXXI. To the CoimteM of Bristol 

XXXII. To the Countess of Mar ....... 

XXXIII. Mr. Pope to Lady Montagu 

XXXIV. To Mr. Pope • . 

XXXV. To Mrs. S. C • • • 

XXXVI. To Mrs. Thistlethwayte 

XXXVII. To the Countess of Mar . . * 

XXXVIII. To Che Abbot • • • 

XXXIX. To the Abbot ••• 

XL. To Mr. Pope ... i ..... . 

•i ■ 



K 



BUD OV VOL. 4, 



T. Davisouj Printer, Whitefiriars. 



L-ETTKh.. 



LADT" 31. W; MONTAGU. 

voL.n. 




I: 



I .■ 



I . ■ 1 j 



r^Hjl 



JClVYO 



LADY M. W. MONTAGU'S 
LETTERS. 



XLL 
MR. POPE TO LADY MONTAGU. 

Madam, 
\ COULD quarrel with you quite through this paper, 
upon a period in yours, which bids me remember 
you if possibly I can. You would have shown more 
knowledge both of yourself and of me, had you bid 
me forget you if possibly I could. When I do, may 
this hand (as the Scripture says) forget its cunning, 
and this heart its — folly, I was going to say<— bat I 
mean, its reason, and the most rational sensation 
it ever had — that of your merit. 

The poetical manner in which you paint sonte of 
the scenes about you, makes me despise my native 
eoontry, and sets me on fire to fall into the dance 
about your fountain in Belgrade village. I fancf 
myself, in my romantic thoughts and distant ad« 
miration of you, not unlike the rn^Xk Vcl xVft. fr^i- 
etjrmist, that has a pa!$siou for \\v« ^c^^ ^ ^^^^ 
lirieg : I lie dreaming of you m moon-^X^^'^ ^^S^^'^^v 
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you, ana gUdiug the sami 
you first set out on your so 
I am told that fortune (in 
virtue) will restore the m 
robbed us of. Some thinl 
ralent the world affords fn 
sent out of our country; 
gone, was accounted the 
Adien to that toy ! let t 
about the neck of the ba 
Eugland does but recover 
wish of all her sensible I 
her discerning eyes. I < 
speaking of this subject. 
I feel yon as yon draw i 
your arrival. Let us hav« 
the sun is at her service. 
1 write as if I were d 
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I hope you will see it in your returu. If I but knew 
yon iutended it, I would meet you there, and travel 
back with you. I would fain behold the best and 
brightest thing I know, in the scene of ancient vir- 
tue and glory : I would fain see how you look on 
the very spot where Curtius sacrificed himself for 
his country; and observe what difference therfe 
would be in your eyes when you ogled the statue of 
Julius CaBsar, and Marcus Aure(ins* Allow me 
but to sneak after you in your train, to fill my 
pockets with coins, or to lug an old busto behind 
you, and I shall be proud beyond expression. Let 
people think, if they will, that I did all this for the 
pleasure of treading on classic ground ; I would 
whisper other reasons in your ear. The joy of 
following your footsteps would as soon carry me to 
Mecca as to Rome ; and let me tell you as a friend, 
if you are really disponed to embrace the Maho- ^ 
metan religion, I will fly on pilgrimage with you 
thither, with as good a beait and as sound dero- ' 
tion as ever Jeffery Rudel, the Prm'en^al poet, went 
after the fine countess of Tripoli to Jerusalem. If 
you never heard of this Jeffeiy, I will assure you he 
deserves your acquaintance. He lived in our Ri- 
chard the First's time; put on a pilgrim's weed, 
took his voyage, and when he got ashore was just 
upon the point of expiring, llie countess of 'Tri- 
poli came to the ship, took him by the hand ; he 
lifted up his eyes, said he had been blest with a 
sight of her, he was satisfied, and so depaited this 
life. What did the countess of Tripoli upon this ? 
She made him a splendid funeral '^ \ya\V\. * V^xvck ^ 
iomb of porphyry ; put his e^UapVv w^\\\\. Vbl Kx^«- 
bic verse; bad his sonnets cntioxx^V^ eQ\\^^ Q?o^' 
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gUas, ia order to choose me one I may like^ If you 
have any regard to my happiness, let there he some- 
thing as near as possible to that foce^ hut, if you 
pleas^f the colours a little less idvid, the eyes a Ut- 
ile less bright (such as reflection will show them) ^ 
in short, let her be such an one as you seem in your 
own eyes, that is, a good deal less amiable than 
you are. Take care of this, if you have any regard 
to my quiet ; for othery^ise, instead of being her 
master, I must be only her slave. 

1 cannot end this letter without asking if yon 
have received a box of books, together with letters, 
from Mr. Congreve and myself? It was directed 
to Mr. Wortley at Constant! jople, by a merchant- 
ship that set sail last June. Mr. Congrev6, in fits 
of the gout, remembers yoa. Dr. Garth makes 
epigrams in prose when he speaks of you. Sir 
Robert Rich's lady loves yon, though sir Robert 
admires you. Mr. Craggs commemorates yon with 
honour; the duke of Buckingham with praise; I 
myself with something more. When people speak 
hiost highly of you, 1 think them sparing ; when I 
try myself to speak of you, I think I am cold and 
stupid. I think my letters have nothing in thekn ; 
but I am sure my heart has so much, that I am 
vexed to find no better name for your friend and 
admirer, than 

Your friend and admirer, 

A. Pops. 
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I HEARTILY beg your 
really could not forbear 
letter, and the commisj) 
nour me with. 

Yon desire me to bu; 
to be mistress of a thoi 
Greeks are subjects, ar 
are to be bought in tha 
are taken in war, or ( 
Hnssia, Circassia, or Ge 
rabie, awkward, poor 
think any of them wort 
It is true that many t 
Morea; but they han 
deemed by the charitabl 
tians, or ransomed by tl 
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worthless that they are of no use at all. I am 
afraid you will donbt the truth of this account, 
which, I own, is very difTcreDt from our commou 
notions in England ; bnt it is no less truth for ail 
that. 

Yonr whole letter is full of mistakes from one 
end to the other. I see yon have taken your ideas 
of Turkey from that worthy author Dumont, who 
has wrote with equal ignorance and confidence. 
It is a particular pleasure to me here, to read the 
voyages to the Levant, which are generally so far 
removed fronr truth, and so full of absurdities, I 
ant very wdl diverted with them. They never fail 
giving you an account of the women, whom it is 
certain thef never saw, and talking very wisely of 
the genius of the men, into whose company they 
are never admitted ; and very often describe mosques, 
which they dare not even peep into. The IMrks 
are very proud, and will not converse with a stranger 
they are not assured is considerable in his own 
country. I speak of the men of distinction ; for, 
as to the ordinary feUows, you may imagine what 
ideas their conversation can give of the general 
geniufr of the people. 

As to the balm of Mecca, I will certainfy send 
you some ; but it is not so eatdly got as you suppose 
it, and I cannot, in consdence, advise you to make 
use of tt. I know not how it comes to have such 
universal applause. AU the ladies of my acquaint- 
ance at London and Vienna have begged me to send 
pots of it to them. 1 have had a present of a small 
quantity fwhich^ I will assure you, \& Net^ \vi2L^y^i^^^ 
of the beat sort, and with great jo^ ap\X\eA. \X Xft ^>i 
face, expecting some wonderful effect Xo xsi'j ^^ ^xv 
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proached my indiRcrction ^ 
ever, my face is since in st^ 
by the ladies here, that it i 
operation, which \ confess 
looiiiug-glass. Indeed, if 
opinion of this balm from 
think very well of it. Thej 
have the loveliest bloom i 
part, I never intend to endi 
let my complexion take its 
cay in its own due time, 
for medicines of this uatun 
madam; only remember 
your face will not be Fuch e 
in the drawing-room for sc 
If one was to believe the 
there is assurer way of m; 
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this kind, and at last mentioned several ridiculous 
maniages, thiit there could be no. other reason as- 
signed for. I assured her, that in England, where 
we were entirely ignorant of all magic, where the 
climate is not half so warm, nor the women half 
so handsome, we were not without our ridiculous 
marriages ; and that we did not look upon it as 
any' thing supernatural when a man played the fool 
for the sake of a woman. But my arguments could 
iiot convince her against (as she said) her certain 
knowledge. To this she added, that she scinipled 
making use of charms herself; but that she could do 
it whenever she pleased ; and, staring me in the face, 
sidd (with a very learned air), that no enchant- 
ments would have their effects upon me ; and that 
there were some people exempt from their power, 
font very few. Yon may imagine how I laughed at 
this discourse \ but all the women are of the sam6 
opinion. They do not pretend to any commerce 
with the devil; but only that there are certain 
compositions adapted to inspire love. If one could 
^end over a ship -load of them, I fancy it would bd 
a very quick way of raising an estate. What would 
not some ladies of our acquaintance give for such 
merchandize ? 

Adieu, my dear lady Richi I cannot conclude 
my letter with a subject that affords more delight- 
ful scenes to the imagination. I leave yon to figure 
to yourself the extreme court that wiU be made to 
me, at my return, if my travels should furnish iqe 
with such a useful piece of learning. 

I am, dear madam, ^uy^, &.^« %x« 
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1 AM iDfiuitely obliged to 
thwayte, for your cntertair 
only one of my correspoi 
right enough, to think I i 
of the news among you. i 
lue- (almost iu the same w< 
1 know every thing. Why 
pose in this manner, I can 
they are persuaded, that 
pigeon still subsists in thi 
ceive snpemataral iutelligi 
I wish I could return y 
diveitiug accounts from 
what part of the scenes 
curiosity, or whether yov 
for things so far distant, 
at tliis present writing, n 
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fruitful before marriage. They have a iiotiou, that 
whenever a woman leaves off bringing forth cbil- 
dren, it is because she is- too old for that basiness^ 
whatever her face says to the contrarf. , This 
opinion makes the ladies here so ready to make 
proofs of their youth (which is as necessary, in or- 
der to be a received beauty y as it is to show the 
proofs of nobility, to be admitted knigMt of Malta) , 
that they do not content themselves with using the 
natural means, but fly to all sorts of quackenes, to 
avoid the scandal of being past child-bearing, and 
often kill themselves by thiim. Without any exag- 
geration, all the women of my acquaintance have 
twelve or thirteen children; and the old ones 
boast of having had five-aud- twenty or thirty a- 
piece, and are respected according to the number 
they have produced. When they are with child, it 
is thdr common expression to say. They hope God 
will ke 90 mercij^ as to send them two this tifMf 
and when I fiave asked them sometimes. How thej 
expected to provide for such a flock as they desire } 
they answered, That the plague will certainly kill 
half of them; which, indeed, generally happens, 
without much concern to the parents, who are satis- 
fied with the vanity of having brought forth so 
pkntifdlly. 

The French ambassadress is forced to comply 
with this foshion as well as myself. She has not 
been here much above a year, and has lain in onoe» 
and is big again. What is most wonderful, is the 
exemption they seem to enjoy from the curse en- 
titled on the sex. They see all company on the 
day of their delivery, and, at the {or\u\^V% ^^*^%/ 
retuiu visits, set oat in their }ty^^^& awdxi^Yi ^V^^2bR». 



wrlaiD machine cttllec 
"»f, in ihe form of i 
■"'petoremhroidery. 
•no they pnt jmo it « 
and .it wl,h (heir i, 
thk Isble they wort 
Md, if Ihey chuoce to 
^X"-, and the hw asb, 
on fire. There were ( 
this manaerabontafor, 
•«WMi of the o«ne„ , 

""^d at BO common a I 
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gwat philosophy, ihdr 
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the imntehiiieDt of conyicted Uara (trinraph- 
imiDahi in oar coantiy, God luiows) : they are 
in the forehead with a hot iron, when they 
vfved the anthors of any notorioos falsehoods. 
maay white foreheads should we see disfi- 
, how numy fine gentlenien would be forced to 
their wigs as low as their eye- brows, were 
iw in practice with nsi 1 should go ou to 
m many other parts of justice,4Nit I must send 
f midwife. 



XLIV. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Pen of Constantinople, March lo, O.S. 1717. 

TE not written to you, dear sister, theMe many 
hs : a great piece of self-deuial. But I know 
rhere to direct, or what part of the world you 
n. I have received uo letter from you siuce 
short note of April last, in which you tell me 
yon are on the point of leaving England, and 
ise me a direction for the place yon stay in ; 
have in vain expected it till now : and now I 
learn from the gazette, that you are returned, 
h induces me to venture this letter to yonr 
e at London. I had rather ten of my letters 
Id be lost, than yon imagine I do not write ; 
! think it is hard fortune if one in ten do not 
. yon. However, I am resolved to keep the 
By as testimonies of my inclination to give 
to the utmost of my power, all the diverting 
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weeks ago. I do u^. .. 
dhrertiog adventures; thou 
is not half so mortifying he 
being as mnch difference, a 
tie cold in the head, which a 
and the consumption cough 
Nobody keeps their house 
and I am not so fond of ai 
retain them when they ar 
turned my visits at three 
four days ago, crossed the 
place from Constantinople 
where I had the good foi 
cariosities. 

I went to sec the sultana 
late emperor Mustapha, wh 
yoo do not know), was def 
reigning sultan, and died p 
poisoned, as it was gener 
«vaa. immediately after hi 
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niltaii*8 feet, and begged him to poniard her, rather 
tbao use his brother's widow with that contempt. 
Sbe represented to him, in agonies of sorrow, that 
iIm was privileged from this misfortune, by liaving 
bronglit five princes into the Ottoman family ; but 
all the boys being dead, and only one girl surviving, 
this excuse was not received, and she wast com- 
pelled to make her choice. She chose Belsir Kffendi, 
then secretary of state, and above fourscore years 
oUl, tQ convince the world that she firmly intended 
to keep the vow she had made, of never yuflfcring a 
second hatband to approach her bed ; aud since she 
must honour some subject, so far as to be cabled his 
wife, she would choose him as a mark of her grati- 
tpde, since it was he that had presented her, at the 
age of ten years, to her last lord. But she never 
permitted him to pay her one visit ; though it is 
now fifteen years srtie has been iu his house, where 
she passes her time in uniuterrnpted mourning, 
with a constancy very little known in Christendom, 
especially in a widow of one-aud-twenty, for she is 
now but thirty-six. She has no black eunuchs for 
her guard, her husband being obliged to respect her 
M a queen, and not to inquire at all into what is 
done iu her apartment. 

I was led into a large room with a sofa the whole 
length of it, adorned with white marble pillars like 
a ruelie, covered with pale blue figured velvet on a 
silver ground, with nishioiis of the same, where I 
was desired to repose till the sultana appeared, who 
liad contrived this manner of reception to avoid 
rising up at my entrance, though she made me an 
Inclination of her head when I rose up to her. I 
was very glad to observe a lady that had been dis- 
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i torge loops of diamonds, w 
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at. Rouutl her kalpdc she had foor strings of 
sari, the whitest and most perfect in (he worldi^at 
Ast enough to make four necklaces, every one as 
trge as the duchess of Marlborough's, and of the 
imc shape, fastened with two roses, consisting of 
Targe ruby for the middle stone, and round them 
wcnty dropa of clean diamonds to each. Besides 
his, her head-dress was covered with bodkins of 
Bieralds and diamonds. She wore large diamond 
tracelets, and had five rings on her fingers (except 
4r. Pitt's) the largest I ever saw in my life. It is 
or jewellers to compute the value of these things \ 
»ut, according to the common estimation of jewels, 
n our part of the world, her whole dress must be 
vorth a hundred thousand pounds sterling. This I 
im sure of, that no European queen has half the 
joautity ; and the empress's jewels, though very 
iite, woiild look very mean near hers. 

She gave me a dinner of fifty dishes of meal, 
which (after their fashion) were placed on the taUe 
3nt one at a time, and was extremely tedious. But 
the magnificence of her table answered very well to 
that of her dress. The knives were of gold, ahd 
the hafts set with diamonds. But the piece of 
lixury which grieved my eyes, was the table-cloth 
Uid napkins, which were all tiffany, embroidered 
with silk and gold, in the finest manner, in natural 
flowers. It was with the utmost regret that I made 
Qse of these costly napkins, which were as finely 
wrought as the finest handkerchiefs that ever came 
trnt of .this country. You may be sure, that they 
tt'ere entirely spoiled before dinner waa over, T^<t 
sherbet (whi^h ia the liquor tVie^ dn\:^ «X iaR»ii\ 
as served iu chwtx bowls ; but iV\« con^x^ wA^« 
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her eyeSy yet ahe seemed very fond of the discourse. 
** My past happiness," said she, '* appears a dream 
to me. Yet I cannot forget, that I was beloved by 
the greatest and most lovely of mankind. I was 
chosen from all the rest, to make all his campaigns 
with him ; and I wonld not survive him, if I was 
not passionately fond of the piincess my daughter. 
Yet all my tenderness for her was hardly enongh to 
make mi: preserve my life. When 1 left him, I 
passed a whole twelvemonth without seeing the 
light. Tinio hath softened my despair ; yet I now 
pass some days every week in tears, devoted to the 
memory of my sultan." 

There was no affectation in these words. It was 
easy to see she was in a deep melancholy, though 
her good humour made her willing to divert me. 

She asked me to walk in her garden, and one of 
her slaves immediately brought her ^pelisse of rich 
brocade lined with sables. I waited on her into the 
garden, which had nothing in it remarkable but the 
fountains ; and from thence she showed nie all her 
apartments. In her bed-chanib<>r, her toilet was 
displayed, consisting of two looking-glasses, the 
frames covered with pearls, and her night talpache 
set with bodkins of jewels, and near it three vests 
of fine sables, every one of which is, at least, worth 
a thousand dollars (two hundred pounds EuglUh 
money.) I do not doubt but these rich habits were 
purposely placed in sight, though they seemed negli- 
gently thrown on the sofa. When I took my leare 
of her, I was complimented with perfumes, as at 
the grand-vizier's, and presented with a very fine 
embroidc'red handkerchief. Her slaves were to the 
number of thirty, besides ten little ones, the eldest 



ti jrtn olrl. Thete were IbemM \^ 
boDtifiil Klrl« I evtr saw, all ricblv i1rc«!rd ; Mil I 
obMrreil [hat the mliaita (nok a nval ileal utyka- '] 
nre in iltcM IotfI;' chMdmi, vhich it a ni!t o- 
pnue ; fnr ihi^Tc i ^ nol a liaadraoie girl or Ihat ip 
tn b? bo'inht aurlcr a hnudred poundi ilerlhg. 
ThcT wurr liiile cnrlanrls iiTAoweniiaDd ihtrira«a 
hair, bnMed, which wan all (heir hca(l-div!>i ; bat ,' 
thrirliahiu were all nfKuldMDfTf. There serred brr j, 
oolTre, knnliug; brouiht water when ^he nwhfd, ' 
Ac. It U a great part of tlie wnrk iif the elder ' 
tdsres to iBke rare of these yoiiD^ '■'■■''^i lo lein 
them to embroider, and to serve tlielU as ran.'fii% 
a* If they verc children of the family. j 

Now, do jou imagine I have enlertaiiicd jtw ill 
thia while with a relation thatha.i, at least, received 
many embellish men 1 1 frum tny liatid } 'lliis, yoi 
will say, is bat too like the Arabian titles : thcM 
embroidered napklus < and a jen-rl as largi: as • 
tnrkey'* egf\ — Vou forget, duar aisi«r, those tci^r 
tilct were written by au author of this country, and 
(raeeptlngilieencbatilmeiit*) are a real repmeutt- 
lloD of the mauners here. We trevt'Ilen are in vtij 
bard drcnm^rances : If we say notbhif; but what 
bu been said before us, we are dill, and ice hart 
otterceH nolhinf. If we tell any tbini[ new, vm are 
Uaghed at as fohuloia aud rmnaiitic,' nol allowing 
either for the difference of ranks, which aflbrda dif. 
fcrence of cninpany, or more CDriosiIy,or the clnuigs 
of customs, tliat happen every twenty years in every 
conntry. Bnt the truth hi, people Judge of travel- 
lers exactly with tlie same candour, good nature, 
and impartiality, they ]ud^ of their neighbonn 
opoa all occasions. Fur my part, if I live to retnni 
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BmoDgst you, I am so well acquainted with the 
iQorals.of all my dear friends aud acquaii)taDce«> 
that I am resolved to tell them nothitig at all^ to 
aiokl the impvtatioii (which their charity wooid 
certainly incline them to) of my telling too mncfa. 
fiat I depend upon your knowing me enough to be* 
lieve whatever I'seriously assert for truth ; though 
I give yon leave to be surprised at an account to 
new to yon. 

Bnt what would you say if I told you, that I have 
been in a haram, where the winter apartment was 
wainscoted with inlaid work of mother-of-pearl, 
ivory of different colours, and olive wood, exactly 
like the little boxes you have seen brought out of 
tlaia country; and in whose rooms, designed for 
snmmery the walls are all crusted with japan china, 
the roofe gilt, and the floors spread with the finest 
Persian carpets ; yet there is nothing more true : 
such is the palace of my lovely friend, the fair 
Patima, whom I was acquainted with at Adriano- 
ple. I weot to visit her yesterday; and, if possible, 
she ap)ieared to me handsomer than before. She 
met me at the door of her chamber, and, giving me 
her hand with the best grace in the world — *^Yoa, 
Christian ladies," said she, with a smile that made 
her as beautifiil as an angel, " have the reputation 
of inconstancy, and I did not expect, whatever 
goodness you expressed for me at Adrianople, that 
I should ever see you again. But I am now con* 
nnced, that I have really the happiness of pleasing 
you ; and, if you knew how I speak of you amongst 
our ladies, you would be assured that you do me 
justice in making me yonr friend." She placed me 
in the corner of the isofa, and I spent the afternoon 
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see in her nuuiner that Kbe lias iiv«.vi .. 
the woi hi. lint Fatiuia has all the politeness i 
uttod-breedin^ of a court, with an air that mf^a 
at once i'e>|)L-ct and tendernes!) : and now ths 
understand lier language, I find her wit Wi agreei 
as her hcauty. She in ver>- curious after tlie m 
uers of other countries, and has not the partia 
for }ier own, so common in little minds. A Gr 
that 1 carried with me, who had ue%'er seen her 
fore (nor could have been admitted now, if she 
not been in my train), showed that surprise at 
beauty and manners which is unavoidable at 
first sight, and said to me in Italian, " This is 
Turkish lady, she is certainly some Christiji 
?\itin)a guessed she spoke of lier, and asked vi 
she said. I would not have told her, thinking 
would have been no better pleased with the com 
uient than one of our court beauties, to be told 
had the air of a Turk : but the Greek lady to 
t<) her ; and she smiled, saying, " It is not the 

J »o . niv mother was a Polo 
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or Paris. ** I cannot believe you," replied she 
agreeably : *' if beauty was so much valued in your 
country, as you say, they would never have suffered 
jpa to leave it." Perhaps, dear sister, you laugh 
at my vanity in repealing this compliment ; but I 
only clo it, as I. think it very well turned, and give it 
yoB as an instance of the spirit of her conversa- 
tion. 

Her bouse was magnificently furnished, and rery 
wril fancied; her winter rooms being furnished. 
^th figured velvet on gold grounds, and those fot 
•Bmmer with fine Indian quilting, embroidered 
with gold. The houses of the great Turkish ladies 
9n kept clc^n with as much nicety as those in Hol- 
land. This was situated in a high part of the 
town I andy from the window of her summer apart- 
ment, we had the prospect of the sea, the islands^ 
and the Asian (oountains. 

My letter is insensibly grown so long, I am 
ashamed of it. This is a very bad symptom. It is 
wdl if I do not degenerate into a downright story. 
Idler. It may be, our proverb, that ** knowledge 
is no burtlien," may be true as to one's self, bat 
knowing too much is very apt to make us trouble- 
some'^ to other people. 

I am, &c. &c. 



▼OL. II. 



Pen, Mardi l6, 

I AM extremely pleased, my dear lady, tl 
at length found a conlmission for mc 
answer without disappointing yoar ei 
though I mast tell yon that it is not so 
haps you think it; and that, if my c 
not been more diligent than any oth( 
has ever yet been, I must have answei 
an excuse, as I was forced to do whet 
me to buy you a Greek slave. I have 
ai you desire, a Turkish love-letter, ^ 
put into a little box, and ordered the < 
Smymiote to deliver it to you with thi 
translation of it is literally as foUov 
piece you. should pull out of the ^ pi 
pearl, which is in Tnrkisli called Ingi 
understood in this manner : 



Ingi, Sensin Ouxelerin gingi 

*'-'-*•« of the youlhg. 
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Birlenim sahat sahat 

J faint every hour! 

Ver Uxe bir umut 

G ive 4fne tome hope, 

Derdinden oldum sabun 

lam sick with love. 
, Ben oliyim sue umur 

. May I dU, and all my yean be yours ! 

Ben aglarum sen gul 

May you bepleased, and your sorrotes mi?»e.' 

Oliim Sana yasir 
y, Suffer me. tojte your slave, 

Ustune bulunmas pahu 

Yourp7-ice is not to be/bund. 

Sen ghel ben chekeim senin |iartsiii 
jm. But my fortune is yours. 

Esking-ilen oldum ghira 
%, I burn , I bumf myfiame consumes me ! 

Uzunu benden a yinoa 
read, HovCt turn away your fo^ce from me, 

Bazmazum tateh 

Crown qfmy head! 

Benim iki Gusunr - - 

My two eyes! 

Ulugorum tes ghel 
re, I die-^come quickly. 
And, by way of postscript: 

Bize bir dogm haber 

Send me an answer, 

see this letter is all in verse, and I can as- 
Q there is as much fancy shown in the choice 
a, as in the most studied expressions of bur 
; there being,' I believe, a million of verses 
^ for this use. There is no cdour, no flower, 
d, no fruit, herb, pebble, or feathcr,.that has 
erse belonging to it ; and you may.quarrd, 
h^ or send letters of passion, frieud^ip, or 



aviliif, or cTea of duwb, without ever Inktai jati ■ 

I fonry jaa are now wondering at my profbnid 
learning 1 but, alas I dear madam, 1 am ilmiNt 
fallen Into the misfortnoe bo common to the amU- 
tious ; while they are employed on diBlant imlgidA- 
cant couitucBts abroad, & rebellion starti np M 
home ; — I am- in great danger of losing myEciglMu 
I find it is not half no easy to me to write In it H U 
wai a Iwelvemqnth ago. I am forced to ttod; te 
expressions, and must leave off all other langnagti, 
and try to learn my mother- tongue. Human Dnder- 
slanding Is as much limited as hnman power or 
bntoan strength. The memory can retain bot i 
'cerl^n number of images ; and it is as impouible 
for one human creature to be perfect master of lea 
different languages, ai to have !□ perfect Bol^ectkia 
ten different kiugdnma, or to fight aicainal ten una 
at a time : I am afraid I shall at last knoiv none » 
I ahonld do. I live in a place that very well repre- 
aenis the toiver of Babel; in Pera they sp«d 
Tnrbiah, Greek, Hebreiv, Armenian, Arabic, Per- 
ilan, RuMian, Sclavonlan, Walachian, German, 
Dutch, French, English, Italian, Huagarian ; and, 
what Is worse, there are ten of these langnaget 
■poken in my own ftmily. My jrooms are Arabs', 
iny footmen French, Engliih, and Oermaiu; mj 
nnr«e, an Armenian; my bDnse-m^da, Rnnians: 
half a dozen other KrTanti,43reeki : my ateward, 
an Italian ; my Jaaiaariei, Turks : lo that I live In 
the perpetual hearing of riiia medley of lonndi, 
. whidi producei a very eitraordinary effpct iqion the 
people that are bom here ; for they learn all tkwe 
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languages at the same time, aud without knowing any 
of them well enough to write or read in it. There 
are very few men, women, or even children, here, 
that have not the same compass of word»in five or 
six of them. I know myself several infants of three 
or four years old, that speak Italian, French, Greek, 
Turkish, and Russian, which last they learn of their 
nurses, who are generally of that country. This 
seems almost incredible to you, and is, in my mind, 
one of the mo^t curious things in this country, and 
takes off very much from the merit of our ladies 
who set up for such extraordinary geniuses, upon 
the credit of some superficial knowledge of French 
and Italian. 

As I prefer English to all the rest, I am extremely 
mortified at the dsuly decay of it in my head, where 
I will assure you (with grief of heart) it is reduced 
ta such a small numbier of words, I cannot recollect 
any tolerable phrase to conclude my letter with, and 
am forced to tell your ladyship very bluntly, that I 
am, 

Yours, &c. &c. 



XLVI. 

TO THE COUNTESS OP BRISTOL. 

At length I have heard from my dear laSy Brist<d 
for the first time. I am persuaded you have had 
the goodness to write before, but I have had the ill . 
fortune to lose your letters. Since m^ l«&t^ 1 has^ 
gtaid qaietly at Constaiit\no\i\e, ^ cvVj >X!i^\.\^so!^ 
in conscience to give ^our \8A^ft\Av ^.Tv^oX'asjPfitfs^ 






f^^'iSt' •'?!,""« ■*riJ»* 
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ospects present themselves. The Asian side is 
nrered with fruit-treesy viltages, and the most de- 
{htfaX landscapes in nature; on the Eoropean^ 
ands Constantinople, situated on teven hills. The 
aeqnal heights mikke it seem as large again as it is 
Jioogh one of the largest cities in the world), 
aowing an agreeable mixture of gardens, pine and 
fpress-trees, palaees, mosques, and public build- 
igs» raised one abo^e another, with as mdch 
emty and appearance of .symmetry as your ladyship 
rer saw in a cabinet, adorned by the most skilful 
VidB, where jars show themselves above jars, mixed 
rit^ canisters, babies, and candlesticks. This is a 
ery odd comparison ; but it gives me an exact idea 
f the thing. 

I have taken care to see as much of the seraglio 
iS is to be seen.* It is on a point of land running 
Dto the sea ; a palace of prodigious extent, but very 
rregular. The gardens take in a large compass of 
;round, full of high cypress-trees, which is all I 
mow of them. The buildings are all of white 
lone» leaded on the top, with gilded turrets and 
iplres, which look very magnificent; and, indeed, I 
lelieve there is no Christian king's palace half so 
arge. There are six large courts in it, all built 
mind, and set with trees, having galleries of stone ; 
me of these for the guard, another for the sla^, 
mother for the officers of the kitchen, another for 
Ihe stables, the fifth for the divan, and the sixth 



• It is evident that lady M. W. M. did not mean to 
that ahe had seen the interior of the seraglio at Constantino- 
pla. She liad certainly seen that at Adrianople, in whidi 
circamstiace the error has originated. 



to Bend three times to the caimaikm 
of the town), and he assembled th( 
or heads of the law, and iuqnired of 
ther it was lawful to permit it. Th 
day^ in (his important debate ; bu 
my request, permission was granted 
informed why the Turks are more 
subject of this mosque than on an 
where what Christian pleases may 
scruple, t fancy they imagine tha 
once consecrated, people, on preten 
might profane it with prayers, parti 
saints who are still very visible in m< 
no other way defaced but by the deca 
it is absolutely false, though so unive 
that the Turks defaced all the iin 
found in the city. 'Hie dome of St 
*- v^ «„„ K«nHrpd and thirteen feet 
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This is a dull imperfect description of thb eele- 

ated building ; bat I nnderstand architecture so' 

tie, that I am afraid of talking nonsense in endea- 

•aring to speak of it particnlarly. Perhaps I am 

the wrong, bat some Turkish mosques please me 

tier. That of sultan Solyman. is an exact square, 

ith four fine towers in the angles ; in the midst is 

noble cupola, supported with beautiful marble 

Uars ; two lesser at the ends, supported in the 

me manner ; the pavement and gallery round the 

osqne of marble : under the great cupola is a 

BDtaIn, adorned With sach fine coloured pillars, 

at I can hardly think them natural marble ; on 

le side is the [Pulpit, of white marble, and on the 

her, the little gallery for the grand-signior. A 

le staircase leads to it, and it is built up with 

\ded lattices. At the upper end is a sort of altar, 

lere the name of God is written ; and before it 

nd two candlesticks as high as a man, withliraz 

tdles as thick as three flambeaitt. The pave- 

at is spread with fine carpets, and the mosque 

minated widi a vast number of lamps. The 

rt leading to it is vei7 spacious, with galleries of 

ble, of green columns, covered with twenty-. 

t leaded cupolas on two sides^ and a fine fonn- 

of basins in the midst of it. 

lis description may serve for all the mosques 

mstantinople. The model is exactly the same, 

they only differ in largeness and richness of 

•ials. That of the Vftlid^-Sult^n is the largest 

built entirely of marble, the most prodigious, 

' think, the most beautiful structure I ever 

e it spoken to the YiouoaT ol «w iKL^^s»^x . 

nded by the motheT ot ^^wb«XV^ * "^"fc- 



Grecto can teU „g of 't^ .„„, 

"P'* Jfroin Egypt. ** -s mere «nc 
^-^^^^Vw^H 1 100^ 'JS^te brazen pUU' 

^,pOCVet-bOOK. sPABS' 
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Ail the figures have their heads on ; and I caa- 
vt forbear reflectiug again on the impadence of 
tthors, who all say they have not : but I dare 
near the greatest part of them never saiY them ; 
It took the report from the Greeks, ,who resist, 
th incredible fortitude, the conviction of their own 
esy whenever they have invented lies to the dis- 
»DOur of their enemies. Were you to believe them^ 
ere is nothing worth seeing in Constantinople 
t Sancta Sophia, though there are several larger 
df in my opinion, more beautiful mosques in 
at city. That of sultan Achmet has this par- 
solarity, that its gates are of brass. In all these 
osques there are little chapels, where are the 
mbs of the ibuuders and their families^ with wax 
sdles bnmiug before them. 
The Exchanges are ail noble buildings, full of 
le alleys, the greatest ~part supported with pillars^ 
id kept wonderfully neat. Every trade has its 
stinct alley, where the merchandize is disposed 
I the same order as in the New Exchange at^Lon- 
)n. The besistcn, or jewellers' quarter, shows so 
.uch riches, such a vast quantity of diamonds j and 
1 kinds of precious stones, that they dazzle the 
ght. The embroiderers' is also very glittering,' 
lid people walk here as much for diversion as 
usinessi The markets are most of them haud- 
>me squares, and admirably well provided, per* 
aps better than in any other part of the world. 
I know you will expect 1 should say something * 
articular of the slaves ; and you will imagine me 
alf a Turk when I do not speak of it with the 
iwe horror other C\iX\%\\9M%\iVi^ ^Qittfc>aRSsstfc''fiB»* 
It I cannot forbear ap\)\audv(i% V)Qft \wxaaRfi*3\ ^ 



■'.: I 



I. 
? 



.1 



"xwgjt and sold as p„i 

»«r Christian great citi 
, J "J»» add «o the dc 

down abont two years 1 
the world. I ha4 see 

SLI' ' ««!>« the aju 
that I am apt to bcliL 

ft«.^e Greek emi^ 
•topped in some stones 

bnt the deceit is easily d 

The other public buil 

■donasteries: the first a„ 

»n/*?i!'' fc'^ iu numb 

to observe tlw w- :. ' 
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that of performing their fantastic rites every Tues- 
day aud Friday, which is done in this luannen 
they meet together in a large hall, where they all 
8taiid with their eyes fixed on the ground, aud - 
their arms across, while the imaum, or preacher, 
reads part of the Alcoran from a pulpit placed in 
the midst ; and when he has done, eight or ten of 
them make a melancholy concert with their pipes, 
which are no unmusical instruments. Then he 
reads again, and makes a short exposition on what 
he has read ; after which they sing and play till 
their superior (the only one of them dressed in 
green) rises and hegins a sort of solemn dance. 
They all stand about him in a regular figure ; and 
while some play, the others tie their robe (which is 
very wide) fast round their wsdst, and begin to turn 
round with, an amazing, swiftness, and yet with 
great regard to the music, moving slower or faster 
as the tune is played. This lasts above an hour, 
without any of them showing the least appearance 
of giddiness, which is not to be wondered at, when 
h is considered they are all used to it from their 
infancy; most of them being devoted to this way 
of life from their birth. There turned amongst 
them some little dervi»es, of six or seven years old, 
who seemed no more disordered by that exercise 
than the others. At the end of the ceremony they 
shout out, " There is no other god but God, and 
Mahomet is his prophet;" after which they kiss 
the superior's hand and retire. The whole is per- 
formed with the most solemn gravity. Nothing 
can be more austere than the form of these people ; 
they never raise their eyes, and «.^\sv ^«sq.Vr.\ \^ 
coDtemplatibD, And as ndk\x\o\!A ^ >>B^a» >^ ^ 
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description, there is somethiog toucfaiBg in the itlr fN 
of submission and mortification they assume. [^ 

This letter is of a horrible.length ; but you my 
bum it when you have read enough, &c &c 



XLVII. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL. 

I AM now preparing to leave Constantinople, and, 
perhaps, you will accuse me of hypocrisy when I 
tell you it is with regret ; but as I am used to the 
air, and have learnt the language, I am easy here ; 
and as much as I love travelling, I tremble at the 
inconveniences attending so great a journey witba 
numerous family, and a little infant hanging at the 
breast. However, I endeavour upon this occaskNi 
to do as I have hitherto done in all the odd tarns 
of my life; turn them, if 1 can, to my diversion. 
In order to this, I ramble every day, wrapped up 
in my ferigie and asmAck, about Constantinople, 
^ud amuse myself with seeing all that is carious 
in It. 

. I know you will expect that this declaration 
should be followed with some abcount of what I 
have seen. But I am in no humour to copy what 
has been writ so often over. To what purpose 
should I tell you that Constantinople is the andent 
Byzantium? that it is at present the conquest of a 
race of people, supposed Scythians ? that there are 
five or six thou:»aud mosques in it? that Sancta 
Sophhi was founded by Justinian ? &c/ I will assure 
you it is not for want of learning that I forbear 
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all the.He bright lyings. I could also, with 
;Ie trouble, turn over KnoUes and sir Paul 
to give you a list of Turkish em^rors ; but 
ot tell yon what you may find in every au- 
lat ha^ writ of this country. I am more 
I, out of a true female spirit of contradic- 

tell you the falsehood of a great part of 
)u find in authors ; as, for instance, in the 
)le Mr. Hill,* who so gravely asserts, that 

in Sancta Sophia a sweating pillar, very 
c for disordered heads. There is not the 
adition of any such matter ; and I suppose: 
revealed to him in vision during his wonder- 
r in the Egyptian catacombs ; for 1 am sure 
*r heard of any such mii-acle here, 
also very pleasant to observe how tenderly 
all his brethren voyage-writers lament the 
!)le confinement of the Turkish ladies, who 
Thaps, more free than any ladies in the 
e, and are the only women in the world 
ad a life of uninterrupted pleasure exempt 
ires ; their whole time being spent in visit, 
thing. Of the agreeable amusement of spend* 
ney, and inventing new fashions. A husband 
be thought mad that exacted any degree of 
ly from his wife, whose expenses are no 



on Hill traveDed to Conttantinople at the BgB of' 
and was received with kindnets by hii relative lord 
\t that time our ambaaaador to the Porte. He n- 
to England in 170S in the auite, and loon afterward 
id his *' Account of Turkey «** in folio, a very crude 
•ehile performance. He lived, however, to write 
td Merope, tragedies which still keep their plaee' 
IngUsh stage. 



And, as inisciaut«, ^ 

a mean doalcT, yet I will assure you ins «*. 
to wear iiiiy thing less than cloth of gold j 
ermine furs^, aiid a very handsome set of j> 
her head. It is true they have no place 
bagnios, and these can only be seen by t1 
sex ; however, that is a diversion they ti 
pleasure in. 

I was three days ago at one of the fin 
town, and had the opportunity of seeing ; 
bride received there, and all the ceremoi 
that occasion, which made me recollect t 
lamium of Helen, by 'Hieocritus ; and it 
me, that the same customs have conti 
since. All the she friends, relations, anc 
ance of the two families, newly allied, i 
bas^nio ; several others go out of curio 
believe there were that day two hundi 
— ' '^f had been married p 
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cession, the rest following in pairs, to the number 
of thirty. The leaders suog an epithalaDiium, an- 
swered by the others in chorus, and^ the two last 
kd the fair bride, her^ eyes fixed ,on the ground, 
with a charming affectation^of modesty. In this 
order they marched round the three largest rooms 
of the bagnio-. It is not easy to represent to yoa 
the beauty of this sight, most of them being well 
pro^rtioned and white sldnned ; all of them per- 
fectly smooth and polished by the frequent use of 
bathing. After having made their tour, the bride 
y/nm again led to every matron round the rooms, 
who saluted her with a compliment and a present, 
some of jewels, others of pieces of stuff, handker- 
chiefs, or little gallantries of that nature, which 
she thanlced them for, by kissing their hands. 

I was very well pleased with having seen this 
ceremony ; and, yon may believe me, the Turkish 
ladies have at least as much wit and civility, nay 
Uberty, as among us. It is true the same customs 
that give them so many opportunities of gratifying* 
their evil inclinations (if they have any), also put it 
very fully in the power of their husbands to revenge 
themselves if th^y are discovered: and I do not 
doubt but they suffer sometimes for their indiscre- 
tions In a very severe manner. About two months 
ago, there was found at daybreak, not very far from 
my house, the bleeding body of a young woman, 
nikedf only wrapped in a coarse sheet, with two 
wounds of a knife, one in her side and another in 
her breast. She was not quite cold, and was so 
surprisingly beautiful, that there were venj few 
mea in Peru that did not go to\ooVL\3L^\N.\v^x\\s^ 
it was Dot possible for any V)d^ \.<i>w!kWw\sRX>^^ 



It is the busiuc88 of the next reiniii«u» .~ 
the dead persun ; aud if they like better t 
ponud the matter fur money (as they geuen 
tliere is no more said of it. One would 
this defect in their fi^veniment should mal 
tragedies very frequent, yet they are ea 
rare ; which is enough to prove the people 
naturally cruel. Neither do I think in ma 
particulars they deserve the barbarous c 
we give them. I am well acquainted with 
tiau woman of quality, who made it her < 
live with a Turkish husband, and is a ve 
able sensible lady. Her story is so extra 
I cannot forbear relating it ; but I prom 
shall be in as few words as I can possibly < 
She is a Spaniard, and was at Naples 
family when that kingdom was part of th 
dominion. Coming from thence in a f< 
companied by her brother, they were a 
the Turkish admiral, boarded, and tal 
' - ~»«'»ii I modestly tell you the r 
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and atteudants, who made haste to Spain, and 
. few months sent the sum of foar thousand 
ids sterling as a ransom for his sister. The 
k took the money, which he presented to her^ 
UAd her she was at liberty. But the lady very 
reetly weighed the different treatment she was 
ly to find in her native country. Her relations 
the kindest thing they could do for her in her 
lent circumstances) would certainly confine bcr 
i nunnery for the rest of her days. Her infidel 
r was very handsome, very tender, very fond of 
, and lavished at her feet all the Turkish mag- 
:ence. She answered him very resolutely, that 
liberty was not so precious to her as her ho- 
r; that he could no way restore that but by 
tying her ; and she therefore desired him to 
;pt the ransom as her portion, and give her the 
sfactiou of knowing, that no man could boast of 
favours without being her husband. The ad- 
al was transported at this kind qf offer, and 
i back the money to her relations, saying, he 
. too happy in her possession. He married her, 
never took any other wife, and (as she says her- 
) she never had reason to repent the choice she 
le. He left her some yeai*s after one of the 
lest widows in Constantinople. But there is no 
laining honourably a single woman, and that 
sideration has obliged her to marry the present 
lain pasha (t. e, admiral,) his successor. — I am 
lid that you will think my friend fell in love with 
ravisher ; but I am willing to take her word 
it, that she acted wholly on principles of ho- 
ir, though I think she might be reasonably 
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touched at his geucrosity, which !a often tuimd 
among the Tnrks of rank. 

It is a degree ofgeaeroaity to teH the truth, and 
ItllTeryrare that anyT^rk will usert a aiiasiB 
fUsehood. I do Dot speak of the lo»eit sort; for 
Bl thrre 19 a great deal of ignorance, there is Terj 
little rirtne amougit them ; and bise mtnesMa tie 
mnch cheaper than iu Christendom, those wrctchei 
DOt being pimiBhed (even when they are pablidl. 
detected] with the rigonr tbey ooght to be. 

Now 1 am epenhing of their law, I do not know 
whether I hare ever mentioned to joa one coBtom 
peculiar to their country, 1 mean adoption, reiy 
common amongst the Turks, and yet more amongst 
(he Greeks aud Armenians. Nc: having it in their 
power (o gifc their estates to a friend or distant 
relation, to avoid ilB falling into the grand signlor't 
Ireainry, when they are not likely to have any did- 
dren of their own, ihey choose some pretty child of 
dther sex among the meanest people, and carrytha 
child and its parents before the cadi, and there de- 
clare they receive it for their heir. The pareala at 
the same time renounce all future claim to it; a 
wtiting Is dravni aod witnessed, and a child thai 
adopted cannot be disinherited. Yet I have seen 
some common beggars that have refused to part 
with thdr children in thts manner to some of tlie 
richest among the Greeks (so powerful is the i>- 
gtlnctive aSrction that is nalnral to parents), 
though the adopting fathers are genei^iy lery 
tender to these cAUdrea of thtir tauli, as they call 
Ibem. I own (his custom pleases me mnch better 
than our absurd one of fbllowing oar name, lit- 
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lliinks it is much more ceasonable to make happy 
ind rich an infant whom I educate after my own 
manner, brought vp (in the Turkish phrase) uptm 
mg knees, and who has learned to look upon me 
iHth a filial respect, than to give an estate to a 
aneature, without other merit or relation to me 
£han that of a few letters. Yet this is an absurdity 
ire see frequently practised. 

Now I have mentioned the Armenians, perhaps' 
it will be agreeable to tell you something of that 
nation, with which I am sure you are utterly unac- 
]uainted. I will not trouble you with the geogra- 
phical account of the situation of their country, 
nrhich you may see in the maps, or a relation of 
Dheir ancient greatness, which you may read in the 
Eloman history. They are now subject to the 
rarks ; and, being very industrious in trade, and 
ncreasing and multiplying, are dispersed in great 
lumbers through all the Turkish dominions. They 
Mrere, as they say, converted to the Christian 
religion, by St. Gregory, and are, perhaps, the 
de^optest' Christians in the whole world. The 
i^ief precepts of their priests enjoin the strict keep- 
lug of their lents, which are at least seven months 
in every year, and are not to be dispensed with op 
the most emergent necessity; no occasion what- 
s?er can excuse them, if they touch any thing more 
than mere herbs or roots (without oil) and plain 
firy bread : that is their coustant diet. Mr. Wort- 
ley has one of his interpreters of this nation ; aod 
the poor fellow was brought so low by the severity 
ol his £Bsts, that his life was despaired of. Yet 
neither bU maater'a commands, hot V\i^ ^otiucyf^ 
Qtreatiea (who declared notbing «^ csraiL*^ «»«> 



1 tlllllK liic u.v^^ - 

it i.s certain the Holy Spirit's proceeding 
the Father, is making a plain sabOrdiuat 
Son. Rut the Armenians have no notio 
substantiation, whatever account sir Pa 
gives of them (which account I am apt 
was designed to compliment our court 
and they have a great horror for thosi 
them that change to the Roman religion. 
What is most extraordinary in their < 
their matrimony; a ceremony I believe n 
all over the world, lliey are always pn 
young, but the espoused never see one 
three days after their marriage. The I 
ried to church with a cap on her head, it 
of a large trencher, and over it n red 
which covers her all over to her feet. Th 
the bridegroom. Whether he is conte 
•"••'•* *fMf. be she blind i 
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arly oue young fellow^ who wept when he 
f ity being promised by. his mother to a girl 
Diiist marry in this manner, though he 
id to me, he bad rather die than submit to 
.very, having already figured his bride to 
with all the deformities of nature. 
7 I see you bless yourself kt this terrible 
. I cannot conclude my letter with a more 
Dg story ; yet it is as seriously true, as that 

Dear sister, yours, &c. &c. 



XLVIIT. 
TO THE ABBOT • • •. 

Constantinople, May 19, O. S. 171& 

tremely pleased with hearing from you, and 
ty (the darling frailty of mankind) not a lit* 
«r^ by the uncommon questions you ask 
ragh I am utterly, incapable of answering 

And, indeed, were I as good a mathema- 
18 Euclid himself, it requires an age's stay 
e jiist observations on the air and vapours, 
tiot been yet a full year here, and am on the 
if removing. Such is my rambling destiny, 
ill surprise yon, and can surprise nobody so 
s myself. 

aps you will accuse me of laziness, or dul- 
r both together, that can leave this place 
I giving you some account of the Turkish 

I can only tell you, that if you please to 
r Paul Rycauty you will there find a full and 



the maiiiiurs of people may 
them escape the obsen'ation c 
iiot the same of the govemi 
reason, siuce I can tell you no 
you nothing of it. 

In the same silence shall 
arsenal and seven towers ; and 
already described one of the 
particularly. But I cannqt for 
yon of a mistake of Gemelli (t 
in a much higher degree thi 
writer) : he says that there an 
cedon ; this is certainly a m 
yesterday, anci went cross the 
the sea being very narrow b< 
Constantinople. It is still a 
several mosques in it. llie C 
Calcedonia. muH thi» Turk* aiv 



LADY Montagu's letters. 49 

its banks, where they have, at the same time, the 
■oet beautifal prospects in £urope and Asia ; there 
lie near one aoibther some haodreds of magidficent 
fdioes. 

Human grandeur being here yet more unstable 
Atn any where else, it is common for the heirs of 
• great three-tailed pash^ not to be rich enough to 
Viep in repiur the house he built; thus, in a few 
jeariy they all fail to ruin. I was yesterday to see 
that of the late grand vizier, who was killed at 
Pfeterwaradin. It was built to receive his royal 
bride, daughter of the present sultan, but he did 
not live to see her there. I have a great mind to 
describe it to you; but I check that inclination, 
knowing very well that I cannot give you, with my 
best description, such an idea of it as I ought. It 
is situated on one of the most delightful parts of 
the canal, with a fine wood on the side of a hill 
beUnd it. llie extent of it is prodigious; the 
goardian assured me there are eight hundred rooms 
In it ; I will not, however, answer for that num- 
ber, since I did not count them ; but it is certain 
the number is very large, and the whole adorned 
with a profusion of marble, gilding, and the most 
eOEqidsite painting of fruit and lowers. The win- 
dows are all sashed with the finest crystalline glass 
brought from England ; and here is all the expen- 
five magnificence that you can suppose in a palace 
founded by a vain luxurious young man, with the 
wealth of a vast empire at his command. But no 
part of it pleased me better than the apartments 
designed for the bagnios. There are two built 
exactly in the same manner, answering t^ one 
another t the baths, fountains, and pavements, all 

VOL. Ml, D 



laiis imo a large baiiiu, surroui 
throw up the water as biKh 
walls are iu the uature of la 
outside of them, there are v 
planted, that form a sort of 
give an agreeable obscurity 
chambers. 

I should go on and let you is 
apartments (all worthy your 
yet harder to describe a Turk 
other, being built entirely irre 
thing that can be properly cal 
and, though such a confusion 
to the sight, yet it would be ' 
a letter. I shall only add, th 
atined for the sultan, when he 
is wainscoted with mother of 
emeralds like nails. Tii»»r#» « 
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bed as we represent them. It is true their 
cence is of a very different taste from ours, 
baps of a better. I am almost of opinion 
re a right notion of life. They consume it 
c, gardens, >vine, and deJicate eating, while 
tormenting our brains with some scheme 
[C8, or studying some science to which we 
rer attain, or, if we do, cannot persuade 
»eople to set that value upon it we do 
*s. It is certain what we feci and see is 
f (if any thing is properly) our own; but 
id of fanie, the folly of praise, are hardly 
ed, and, when obtained, a poor recompense 

of time and health. We die or grow old 
we can reap the fruit of our labours. Con- 
; what short-lired weak animals men are, 

any study so beneficial as the study of pre- 
asnre ? I dare not pursue this theme; per- 
bave already said too much, but I depend 
le true knowledge you have of my heart. I 

expect from you the insipid railleries I 
suffer from another in answer to this let- 
on know how to divide the idea qf pleasure 
at of vice, and they are only mingled in the 
)f fools. But I allow you to laugh at me 

sensual declaration in saying, that I had 
be a rich efendi, with all bis ignorance, 
' Isaac Newton with all his knowledge. 

I am, sir, &c. &c. 



Tunii, July 31, O.S 

1 LRFT Constantinople the sixth of the last 
and this is the first post from whence I coi 
a letter, though I have often wished for th< 
tunity, that I might impart some of the pii 
found in this voyage through the most a 
part of the world, where every scene pre? 
siome poetical idea. 

Warm*d with poetic transport I turvey 
Th' immortal iriands, and the well known 
For heiQ so oft the muse her harp has str 
That not a mountain rears its head unsun 

I be^ your pardon for this sally, and 
can, continue the rest of my account in [ 
The second day after we set sail we \ 
" ■- «itv. situated in the bav 
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e twimming lover, and the nightly bride, 
>w Hero loved, and how Leander died. 

igain ! — I am certainly infected by the poet- 
' I hiive passed through. That of Abydos is 
jtedly very amorous, since that soft passion 
ed the castle into the hands of the Turks 
leateged it in the reign of Orchanes; The 
jot's daughter imagining to have seen her 
d hasband in a dream (though I do not find 
lad either slept upon bride-cake, or kept St. 
28*8, fast), fancied she saw the dear figure in 
form of one of her besiegers ; and, being will- 
to obey her destiny, tossed a note to him over 
wall, with the offer of her person and the deli- 
y of the castlb. He showed it to his general, 
10 consented to try the sincerityx>f her intentions, 
d withdrew his army, ordering the young man 
return with a select body of men at midnight, 
he admitted him at the appointedshour: he de- 
troyed the garrison, took the father prisoner, and 
lade her his wife. This town is in Asia, first 
mnded by the Milesians. Sestos is in Europe, 
nd was once the principal city of Chersonesos. 
ince I have seen this strait, I find nothing i'm pro- 
able in the adventure of Leander, or very wonder- 
al in the bridge of boats of Xerxes. It is so nar- 
ow, it is not surprising a young lover should at- 
empt to swim, or an ambitious king try to pass 
tis army over it. But then it is so subject to 
torms, it is no wonder the lover perished, and 
be bridge was broken. From hence we had a foil 
iew of mount Ida, 

Where Juno once careaaed her am'roua Jove, 
And the wotld'a maeter lay subdued by love. 



chorcd. My ct.. 
climb to the top of it to see tn^ ^ 
vn\a buried, and wliere Alexander ran n 
his tomb in hononr of him, which no 
a pjeat comfort to his ghost. I saw thei 
of a very large city, and found a stone 
Mr. Wortlcy plainly distingnished the 
2irAlAN noAiN. We ordered this on 
ship ; but were showed others much m^ 
by a Greek priest, though a very iguor 
that could give no tolerable account of 
On each side the door of this little chf 
large stones, about ten feet long e' 
breadth, and three in thickness. '! 
right is a very tine white marble, t) 
beautifully carved in bas-relief; it 
woman, who seems to be designed fc 
sitting on a chair with a footstool, a 
another woman weeping, and preset 
young child that she has in her arm? 
— /wpssion of women with childre? 
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as impossible to bear it to the sea-side ; and, 
11 it was there, his loug boat would not be large 
igh to hold it.* 
ie rains of this great city are now inhabited by 

Greek peasants, who wear the Sciote habit, 
women being in short petticoats, fastened by 
IS round their shoulders, aud large smock 
res of white linen, with neat shoes and stock- 
, and on their heads a large piece of muslin, 
;h falls in large folds on their shoulders. One 
oy countiTuien, Mr. Sandys,f (whose book I 
)t not you hare read, l» one of the best of its 
I,) speaking of these ruins, supposes them to 
3 been the foundation of a city begun by Con- 
tine, before his building,Byzantium ; but I see 
;ood reason for that imagination, and am apt to 
eve them much more ancient. 
Te saw very plainly from this promontory the 
r Simois roUiug from mount Ida, and nin- 
l through a very spacious valley. It is now a 
nderable river, and is called Simores; it is 
ed in the vale by the Scamander, which appeared 
nail stream half choked with mud, but is per- 
8 large in the winter. This was Xanthus among 

gods, as Homer tells us ; and it is by that hea- 

The first mentionecrof these marbles is engraved in the 
an Antiquities, published by the Dilettanti Society, and 
ribed by Dr. Chandler in his Tour in Asia Minor. The 
nd bears the celebrated inscription so often referred to, 
•roof of the Bouo-rpo^iiSoy, one of the most ancient 
is of writing among the Greelu. 

George Sandys, one of the most valuable travellers into 
Levant, whose work had reached four editiinu in the 
a ot Chailm the First. 



ih Oenone iorokes It ii her 
he Trepan virgiiu* used to 
irs to it, by the name tif Sca- 
enture which Monsieiir de la 
aipreeably abolished that hea- 
Wben the stream is uung^ 
' ruu together to the sea. 
ft of Troy is the g^roand on 
I am firmly persnaded, wliat- 
iy may be found round it are 

and I think Strabo says the 
sr, there is some pleasure in 
re I imagined the femoos doel 
s had been fooght, and wiwre 
lie world was sitaated. It is 
situation that can be found for 

empire, much to be preferred 
lople,. the harbour here being 
or ships from all parts of the 
^nstautinople inaccessible al- 
the year, while the north wind 

ootory of SigaBum we saw that 
1 for the sepulchre of Ajai. 
: celebrated fields and rivers, I 
geography of Homer, whom 1 
Imost evary epithet he gives to 
is still just for it ; and I spent 
I in as agreeable cogitations 
te> had on mount Montesinofl. 
It to the shore, where it is vul- 

tory, Mooaieur Bayle may be eon* 
r, article " Scamander,** 
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reported Troy stood ; aud I took the pains of 

j^ at two in the morning, to view coolly those 

which are commonly showed to strangers^ 

which the Tarks caU Egki Stamhoul^* i, e, 

Constantinople. For that reason, as weO as 

others, I conjecture them to be the remuns 
at city begun by Constantine. I hired an ass 
only voitare to be had there) > that I might go 

miles into the country, and take a tour round 
ndent walls, which are of a vast extent. We 
1 the remains of a castle on a hill, and of aa- 
r IB a valley, several broken pillars^ and two 
itafas^ from which I took these Latin insorip> 



1. 

DIVI. AUG. COL. 
ET COL. lUL. PHILIPPEN8I8 

EORUNDEM PRINCIFUM 

COL. lUL. PARIANAE. TRIBUN. 

.MILIT. COH. XXXII. VOLUNTAR. 

TRIB. MI LIT. LEO. XIII. OEM. 

PRAEFECTO BQUIT. ALAE. I. 

8CUBUL0RUM 

VIC. VIII. 

2. 

DIVI. lULI. FLAMINI* 
C. ANTONIO. M. F. 
VOLT. RUFO. FLAMIN. 
DIV. AUG. COL. CL. APRENS. 

Jexander Tioas, whieh the early tnvellert hB^ «ro- 
y.ocnuddBMd m tht tme site of andent Txoy. 

D 2 






•D*"^ Ia^^'O"* Id *• Sirs* '^ 
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leaving Scio (the ancient Chios) on the left, which 
is the richest and mbst^ populous of these islands, 
frnitful in cotton, corn, and silk, planted with 
groves of orange and lemon trees, and the Arvisian 
mountain, still celebrated for the nectar that Virgil 
mentions. Hese is. the best manufacture of silks 
in all Turkey. The town is well built, the women 
famous for their beauty, and show their faces as in 
Christendom. There are many rich families, though - _ 
they confine their magnificence to the inside of their 
houses, to avoid the jealousy of the Turks, who 
have a pash^ here : however, they enjoy a reason- 
able liberty, and indulge the genius of their conn- 
try; 

And eat, and sing, and dance away their dme. 
Fresh as their groves, and happy as their dime. 

Their ch^ns hang lightly on them, though it is not 
long since they were imposed, not being under the 
Turk till 1.566. But, perhaps, it is as easy to obey 
the grand-signior as the state of Genoa, to whom 
they were sold by the Greek emperor. But I forget 
myself in these historical touches, which are very 
impertinent when i write to you. Passing the strait 
between the islands of Andros and Achaia, now 
Libadia, we saw the promontory of Sunium, now 

, called Cape Colonna, where are yet standing the 
vast pillars of a temple of Minerva. This venerable 
sight made me think, with double regret, on a 
beautiful temple of Theseus, \yhich I am assured 
was almost entire at Athens till the last cam^al<^ 
ia ibe Morea, that the Turks fiiV&OL\\. v5\\Ja.^QPw\«t^ 

AMf it was acddentally blowu xl^* Xcyo. mvj \i^«v 




8»*""'^Tt is now over-run 
informed rt w n ^ ^f i 

c«n»«y' * t , have m^h ad 
tabling yo^7^j;„„ and' 

„„ceMdea,w ^^^, 
temple "'"r"^ very mo 

r *i»o«rt— the t 



LADY Montagu's letters. 61 

temples, delineating the miracles of statuaries, and 
conver&iDg with the most polite and most gay of 
mankind. Alas ! art is extinct here ; the wonders 
of nature alone remsun ; and it was with vast plea- 
sure I obsenred those of mount iEtna, whose flame 
appears very bright in the night many leagues off 
at sea, and fills the head with a thousand con- 
jectures. However, I honour philosophy too much, 
to imagine it could turn that of Empedocles ; and 
Lvcian shall never make me believe such a scandal 
of a num> of whom Lucretius says. 



-Yix humana videtux atirpe 



We passed Trinacria without hearing any of the 
sirens that Homer describes ; and,, being thrown 
on neither Scylla noc Charybdis, came safe to Malta, 
first called Melita from the abundance of honey. It 
is a whole rock covered with very little earth. The 
grand-master lives here in the state of a sovereign 
prince ; but his strength at sea now is very small. 
The fortifications are reckoned the best in the world, 
all cut in the .solid rock with infinite expense and 
labour. Off this island we were totised by a 

severe storm, and were very glad, after eight days, 
to be able to put into Porta Farine on the African 
shore, where our ship now rides. At Tunis we 
were met by the l^ngHsh consul who resides there. 
I readily accepted of the offer of his house for some 
days, being very curious to see this part of the 
world, and particularly the r^ins of Carthage. I 
set out in his chaise at nine at night, the moon 
Mug at fall 1 saw the 'pio^v^cX ol >^ci^ ^vs<qs^x^ . 
almost aa well ais I could livi^ ^oii<&V^ ^v^-^&s^'^ 



0* ^':!:« vett«\°»':^a!c o'6W *!!!^uoWlf.V! 



t> ^^^-t co.t;ef ^:w ,..^. o 
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-. Wortley assured me that of Rome is very 
oferior to it. The stones are of a prodigious 
d yet all polished, and so exactly fitted to each 
very little cement has been made use of to 
em. Yet they may probably stand a thou- 
lars longer, if art is not made use of to pull 
lown. Soon after day-break I arrived at 
a town fairly built of very white stone', but 
vithout gardens, which, they say, were all 
ed when the Turks first took it, none having 
anted since. The dry sand gives a very dig- 
)le prospect to the eye; and the wani of 
contributing to the natural Iveat of the cli- 
*euders it so excessive, that I have much add 
tort it. It is true here is every noon the re- 
ent of the sea-breeze, without Vrhich it would 
ossible to live ; but no fresh water but what 
3rved in the cisterns of the rains that fall in 
nth of September. The. women of the town 
ed from , head to foot under a black crape ; 
?ing mixed with a breed of rencgadoes, are 
be many of them fair and handsome. This 
s besieged in 1270, by Lewis king of France, 
ied under the walls of it of a pestilential 
After his death, Philip, his son, and our 
Edward, son of Henry III. raised the siege 
lourable terms. It remained under its na- 
frican kings, till betrayed into the hands of 
06sa, admiral of Solyman the Magnificent, 
uperor Charles V. expelled Barbarossa, but 
recovered by the Tnrk^ under the > conduct 
in Pash^, in the reign of Selim If. From 
ne till now it has remained tributary to* the 
lignior^ governed by a bey, who suffers the 
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luune of subject to the Tark^bot has renoanoed the 
subjection, being absolute, and very seldom payiig 
any tribute, l^e great city of Bagdat is at tl^ 
time in the same circumstances; and the gnnid- 
signior connives at the loss of these dominions, for 
fear of losing even the titles of them. 

I went very early yesterday morning (after oae 
nights repose) to see the ruins of Carthage.—! 
was, however, half broiled in the son, and over- 
joyed to be led into one of the subterranean apart- 
ments, v^rhich they called " The stables of the de- 
phants," but which I cannot believe were ever 
designed for that use. I found in them many bro- 
ken pieces of columns of fine marble, and some of 
porphyry. I cannotf think any body would take the 
insignificant pains of carrying them thither, and I 
cannot imagine such fine pillars were designed for 
the use of stables. I am apt to believe they were 
summer apartments under their palaces, which the 
heat of the climate rendered nec^sary : they are 
now used as granaries by the country people. While 
I sat here, from the town of Tenis, not far off, 
many of the women flocked in to see me, and we 
were equally entertained with viewing one another. 
Tlieir posture in sitting, the colour of their skin, 
their lank black hair falling on each side their 
faces, their features, and the shape of their limbs, 
differ so little from their country people the ba> 
boons, it is* hard to fancy them a distinct race ; I 
could not help thinking there had been some an- 
cient alliances between them. 

When I was a little refreshed by rest, and sonie 
milk and exquisite fruit they brought me, I went 
ap the little hUi wYvete otio^ %tKMd tHe castle of 
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Byrsa, and from thence I had a distinct view of 
the situation of the famona city of Carthage, which 
%kK>d on an isthmus, the sea coming on each side 
of k/ It is now a marshy ground on one side, 
where there are salt ponds. Strabo calls Carthage 
forty miles in circumference. There are now no 
remains of it,- but what I have described ; and the 
history^ of it is too well known to want my abridge* 
meiit of it. You see, sir, that I think you esteem 
obedience better than compliments. I have an- 
swered yoar letter, by giving you the accounts you 
desiredy and have reserved my thanks to the con- 
dusiou. I intend to leave this place to-morrow, 
and continue my journey through Italy and France. 
In one of those places I hope to tell you, by word 
of mouthy that I am. 

Your humble servant, &c. &c. 

L. 
TO THE COUNTESS OF MAR. 

Genoa, Aug.^98, O. S. 1718. 

I B£0 your pardon, my dear sister, that I did not 
write to you from Tunis, the only opportunity I 
have had since I left Constantinople. But the heat 
there was so excessive, and the light so bad for the 
sighty I was half blind by writing one letter to the 
abb^ • • •, and durst not go to write many others 
I had designed ; nor, indeed, could I have enter- 
tidned you very well out of that barbarous country. 
J am now surrounded wVtVi «\ib^ec\;& oil \^«^>»^^ 
dad ao much charmed with. xYi« \Ma.\)jCvs& q1\X'^^ 
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were any such upon earth. Tlie fashion began 
here, and is now received all over Italy, where the 
knshands are not such terrible creatures as we 
jrepresent them. There are none among them such 
brutes as to pretend to find fault with a custom so 
well established, and so politically founded, since I 
am assured that it was an expedient first found out 
by the senate, to put an end to those family hatreds 
which tore their state to pieces, and to find em- 
ployment for those young men who were forced to 
cut^ne another*» throats pour passer le temps; and 
it has succeeded so well, that, since the institution 
of cecisbei, there has been nothing but peace and 
good humour among them. These are gentlemen 
who devote themselves to the service of a particu- 
lar lady (I mean a married one, for the virgins are 
all invisible, and confined to convents) : they are 
G^liged to wait on her to all public places, such as 
the plays, operas, and assemblies (which are here 
called conversations) f where they wait behind their 
chair, take care of her fan and gloves if she play, 
have the privilege of whispers, &c. When she goes 
out, they serve her instead of lacqueys, gravely trot- 
ting by her chair. It is their business to prepare for 
her a present against any day of public appearance, 
not forgetting that of "her own name :* in short, they 
are to spend all their time and money in her service, 
who rewards them accordingly (for opportunity they 
want none) ; but the husband is not to have the im- 
pudence to suppose this any other than pure Pla- 
tonic friendship. It is true, they endeavour to give, 
her a cedsbeo of their own choo&m^\ b\kt ^^<e»L 

* Tbia ii, the day of the sfantatm '«\«m^'t\» «i&«^ 



I i ana every laay is lorcea lo 

: i at a time. 

Yon may see in this pla 
a republic, or, more prop 
common people being her< 
French ; but the old noble 
doge, who is but two years 
wife, at that very time, as: 

' other noble lady. It is tr 

Doria (that great man, v 
liberty they enjoy) have soi 
when the senate found it n 
the luxury of dress, for] 
! jewels and brocades, thej 

make what expense they pi 
pleasure on the statue of ti 

' j : court belonging to the hoi 

;! 1 puts me in mind of their p 
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here, disposed with the most elegant taste and 
lavish magnificence* But I am charmed with do- 
tbiDg so much -'as the coUectioD of pictures by the 
fiendlB of Raphael, Paulo Veronese, Titian, Ca- 
lacci, Michael Angelo, Gnido, and Corregio, which 
two I mention last as my particular favourites. - 
L own I can find no pleasure in objects of horror ; 
and, in my opinion, the more naturally a crucifix 
is represented, the more disagreeable it is. These, 
my beloved painters, show nature, and show it in 
the most charming light. I was particularljr 
pleased with a Lucretia in the house of Balbi : the 
expressive beauty of that face and bosom gives all 
the passion of pity and admiration that could be 
raised in the soul by the finest poem on that sub- 
ject. A Cleopatra of the same hand deserves to 
be .mentioned j and I should say more of her, if 
Lucretia had not first engaged my eyes. Here are 
also some inestimable ancient bustos. The church - 
of St. Lawrence is built of black and white marble, 
where is kept that famous plate of a single emerald, 
which is not now permitted to be handled, since a 
plot, which they say was discovered, to throw it on 
the pavement and break it — a childish piece of 
malice, which they ascribe to the king of Sicily, to 
be revenged for their refusing to sell it to him. 
The church of the Annunciation is finely lined 
with marble, the pillars are of red and white 
marble ; that of 3t. Ambrose has been very much 
adorned by the Jesuits; but I confess, all the. 
churches appeared so mean to me, after that of 
Sancca Sophia, I can hardly do them the honour o€ 
writing down their names. — liol \ \io^ -^^^ ^w^ 
owD I have made good use oi m^ xVbcl^, Va^^^^^^Q^^*^ 
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ESS OF BKISTOI.. 

Turin, sept- '^ ^, 

. bat I ha'« ^f*^L wn* "^ 

' ' 1 did t>o* 8* »t8d£ » 
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iices of La Venerie and La Valentiu, both very 
teable retreats. We were lodged in the Piazza 
ale, which is one of the noblest squares I ever 
, with a fine portico of white stone quite round 
We were immediately visited by the chevalier 

• •, whom you knew in England; who, with 
.t civility, begged to introduce us at court, 
ch is now kept at Rivoli, about a league from 
[p: I went thither yesterday, and had the 
dur of waiting on the queen, being presented to 
by her first lady of honour. I found her ma- 

f in a magnificent apartment, with a train of _ 
Isome ladies, all dressed in, gowns, among 
<m it was easy to distinguish the fair princess 
)arignan. The queen entertained me with a 
Id of sweetness aud afifabiiity, and seemed mis- ' 
3 of a great share of good sense. She did not 
et to put me in mind of her English blood, and 
id, that she always felt in herself a particular 
ination to love the English. I returned her 
ity, by giving her the title of majesty as often 
could, which, perhaps, she will not have the 
fort of hearing many months longer. The king 
a great deal of vivacity in his eyes ; and the young 
ce of Piedmont is a very handsome young man ; 
the great devotion which this court is .at pre- 
fallen into, doe^ not permit any, of those en- 
Unments proper for his age. Processions and 
Bes are all the magnificence in fashion here; 
gallantry is so criminal, that the poor count of 

• •, who was our apquaintauce at London, is 
seriously disgraced, for some small overtures 

^resumed to make to a msoi^ oi \kO^Q^<»^ \ 
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* 

The prodigious prospect of mountahui covered 
with eternal snow^ of clouds hanging far below ow 
feet, and of yaat cascades tumbling down the rocks 
inth a confused roaring, would have been enter- 
tidning to me, if I bad suffered less from the ex- 
treme cold that reigns here : but the misty rains, 
which fall perpetually, penetrated even the thick 
fur I was wrapped in ; and I was half dead with 
cold before we got to the foot of the mountain, • 
which was not till two hours after dark. This hill 
has a spacious plain on the top of it, and a fine lake 
there ; but the descent is so steep and slippery, it 
Is snrpridng to see these chairmen go so steadily as 
they do. Yet I was not half so much afraid of 
breaking my neck, as I was of falling sick ; and the 
event has showed that I placed my fears right. 

The other mountuns are now all passable for a 
chidse, and very fruitful in vines and pastures: 
among them is a breed of the finest goats in the 
world. Acquebellet is the last ; and soon after we 
entered Pont Beauvoisin, the frontier town of 
tnace, whose bridge parts this kingdom and the 
dominions of Savoy. The same night we arrived 
late at this town, where I have had nothing to do 
but to take care of my health. I think myself al-«^ 
ready out of any danger, and am determined that 
the sore throat, which still remains, shall not con- 
fine me long. I am impatient to see the curiosities 
of this femious city, and more impatient to continue 
my journey to Paris, from whence I hope to write 
you a more diverting. letter than it is possible for 
me to do now, with a mind wakened by sickness^ 
a head muddled with spleen, irom 21 vxycri vq:&^^3&^ 

VOL. II. ' ^ 
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I. TABLE. 

Msrorum. nostr : : : sii : : : equidem. primato. 

omnium, illam. cogi^tationem. hominum. quam. 

maxiine. primam. occursurain. mihi. provideo. de- 

precor. ne. quasi, novam. istam. rem. introdoci. 

exhorrescatis. sed. ilia, potius. cogitetis. quam, 

multa. in. hac. ciFitate. novata. sint. et. quidem. 

statim. ab. oiigine. urbis. nostrae. in. quod, formas. 

statusque. res. p. nostra, diducta. sit. 
Quondam, reges. banc, tenuere. urbem. ue. tamen'. 

domesticis. successoribus. eam. tradere. contigit. 

supervenere. alieni. et. quidam. extemi. ut. Numa. 

Romulo, successerit. ex. Sabinis. veniens. viciuus. 

qoidem. sed. tunc, externus. ut. Anco. Marcio. Pris- 

CU8. Tarquinius. propter, temeratum. sanguinem. 

quod, patre. Demarato. Coriothio. natus. erat. et. 

Tarquiniensi. matre. generosa. sed. inopi. ut. quae, 
tali, marito. necesse. habuerit. succumbere. cum. 
domi. repelleretur. a. gerendis>. houorlbus. postquam. 
Romam. migravit. regnum. adeptus. est. huic. quo- 
que. et. iilio. nepotive. ejus. 'nam. et. hoc. inter, 
anctores. discrepat. incretus. Servins. Tullius. si. 
. nostros. sequimur. captira. natus. Ocresia. si.Tuscos. 
coeli. quondam. Vivennse. sodalis. fidelissimus.^om- 
nisque. ejus, casus, comes, postquam. varia. fortuna. 
exactus. cum. omnibus, reliquis. Coeliani. exercitus. 
Etruria. excessit. Montem. Coelium. occupavit. et. a. 
duce. suo. Coelio. ita. appellitatus. mutatoque. no* 
mine. nam. Tusce. Mastarna. ei. nomeu. erat. ita. 
appellatus. est. ut. dixi. et. regnum. summa. qim. 
reip. utilitate. obtinuit. deinde. postquam. Tarquiiii. 
Saperbi. morea, iovisi. civitalV. hq&It^, esftft.. ^««^- 
rant qua, ipsins, qua. Riorum. ^\xa. xiamvi. \Kt- 
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li. et. ad. consnles. annuoB. 
;o. reip. translata. est 
trem. dictatarse. hoc. ipso. 
mtius. repertnm. a[Nid.ma- 
Aperioribus. bellis. ant in. 
iterentnr. aut. in anaUum. 
plebei. quid. a. consolilras. 
turn, imperiam. solutoqne. 

0. ad. cousules. nmns. nd- 
lis. distributum. coofiolare. 
militnni. consulari. imperio. 
. octoni. crearentur. quid. 
>. cum. plebe. honores. dou. 
erdotornm. qnoque. jamsL 

1. coeperint. majores. Dostri. 
ereor. ne. nimio. insoleDtior. 
e. jactatioQem. glori»« pro- 
auDi. sed. illo. C. Porius. re- 



TABLE. 

sane ::::::::::::::: 
ig : : : no : lus. et. patrans. 
em. nbique. coloniaruiQ. ac 
D. scilicet, virorum. et. lo- 
ria. esse, voluit. quid. ergo, 
proyiociaii. potior, est jam. 
n. censurae. mese. approbare. 
■e. sentiam. rebus, ostendam. 
quidem. si. modo. omare. 
indoR. puto. 
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curiae, confert ex. qua. coloQia. inter, paucos. eqves^ 
tris. ordinis. omametitiim. L. RestiDum. familiaris* 
lAtBC, diligo. et. hodieque. in. rebns. meis. detineo. 
cnjns. iiberi. frnantur. quaeso. primo. sacerdotiorum. 
gradn. post. modo. cum. annis. promoturi. dignitatis, 
sue. increnienta. ut. dinim. nomen. latronis. taceam. 
et. odi. illud. palestricnm. prodiguam. qnod. ante, 
in. domum. consulatum. intulit. quam. colonia. sua. 
solidnm. civitatis. Romanae. beueficium. consecata. 
est. idem. de. fratre. ejus, possum, dicere. miserabili; 
quidem. indignissimoque. hoc. casn. ut. vobis. utilis. 
senator, esse. nou. possit. 

'Tempus. est. jam. Tl. Caesar. Germanice. detegere. 
te. Patribus. Conscriptis. quo., tendat. oratio. tua. 
jam. enim. ad. extremos. fines. Galliae. Narbonensis. 
venisti. 

Tot. ecce. insignes. juvenes. quot. intueor. non. 
magis. sunt, poenitendi. senatorib. quam. pocnitet. 
Persicum. nobilissimum. \drum. amipum. meum. in- 
ter, imagines, msyorum. suonim.'Allobrogici. nomen. 
legere. quod. si. haec. ita. esse, conseutitis. quid, ul— ' 
tra. desideratis. quam. at. vobis. digito. demonstrem. 
solum, ipsum. ultra, fines, provineise. Narbonensis. 
jam. vobis. senatores. mittere. qnando. ex. Lugdnno. 
habere, nos. nostri. ordinis. viros. non, poenitet. 
timide. quidem. P. C. egressus. adsuetos. familiares- 
que. vobis. proviuciarum. .terminos. sum., sed. de- 
stricte. jam. Comatae. Galliae. causa, agenda, est. in. 
qua. si. quis. hoc. intuetur. quod, bello. Per. decern, 
anuos. exercuerunt. Divom. Julium. idem, opponat. 
centum, annorum.immobilem. fidem. obsenuiumqne. 
multis. tripidis. rebos. uostris. pla&(\\i9km. ^'!&.^\X'qxbl« 
illi,patri, meo. Druse. Germamam. &\x\A%c;\v>I\.VQ^as£^ 



nifixiniL'. i(. 

not!c. sint. facultates. naanu,. 
matiuo. cxperiiiiento. co{^08cimns. 

1 was also showed, without the gate of St.. 
some remains of a IU)iiiau aqueduct'; aD< 
the inona}stery of St. Mary there are the 
the iruprnal palace where the emperor Clau 
iMirn, and where Severus li\-ed. The great c 
of St. Johu is a good Gothic buildiug, and i 
nmcli admired by the Germans. In one of' 
conspicuous patts of the town is the lat 
.<«tatue set up, trampling upon mankind, 
forbear saying one word here of the Frencl 
(for I never intend to mention any more c 
with their gilded full-bottomed wigs. If tl 
Jiad intended to express, in one image, u 
ill taste y and vanity ^ liis sculptors could h 
«.r„,.e go proper for that purpo 
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I have had time to see every thing with great lei- 
sure, having been confined several days to this town 
by a swelling in my throat, the remains of a fever, 
occasioned by a cold I got in the damps of the Alps. 
The doctors here threaten me with ail sorts of cUs- 
tempers, if I dare to leave them ; but I, that know 
the obstinacy of it, think it just as possible to con- 
tinue my way to Paris with it, as to go about the 
streets of Lyons ; and am determined to pursue my 
journey to-inorrow, in spite of doctors, apothecaries^ 
and sore throats. > 

When you see lady Rich, tell her I have received 
her letter, and will answer it from Paris, believing 
that the place that she would most willingly hear 
of. 

I am, &c. &c 



LIV. 

TO THE LADY RICH. 

Paris, Oct. 10, O. S. 1718. • 

I CANNOT give my dear lady Rich a better proof 
of the pleasure I have in writing to her, than* 
choosing to do it in this seat of various - amuse- 
ments, where I am accablted with visits, and those 
so full of vivacity and compliments, that it is fuU 
employment enough to hearken, whether one an- 
swers or not. The French embassadress at Con- 
Btsmt'mople hh a vety cons\deTV^\« «dA. xi'QXSA.\n«^ 
family here, who all come to »ee me, ^tk^ "MfcTiRswt 
weaiy of making inquiries, TVift «« qI ^^v«^^ 
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already bad a good efiect upon ne ; forlwuwem 
in better health, though I have been estremdj iA 
an the road from Lyons to this place. Yoaaay 
jvdge how agreeable the joomey has been to ae; 
which did not want thai addition to make me &• 
Hke it. I think nothing so terrible as olgecti (d 
misery, except one had the godlike attribate of 
being capable to redress them ; and all the coontry 
villages of France show nothing else. While the 
poet-horses are changed, the whole town comes oat 
to beg, with snch miserable stan'ed faces, and thin 
tattered clothes, they need no other eloquence to 
persuade one of the wretchedness of their condition. 
This is all the French magnificence till you come to 
Fontainblean, when you are showed one thousand 
five hundred rooms in the king's hunting palace. 
The apartments of the royal family are very large, 
and richly gilt ; but I saw nothing in the architec- 
ture or painting wprth remembering. The long 
gallery, built by Henry IV. has prospects of all the 
king's houses. Its wails are designed after the 
taste of those times, but appear now very mean. 
The park is, indeed, finely wooded and watered, the 
trees well grown and planted, and in the fish-ponds 
are kept tame carp, said to be, some of them, eighty 
years of age. The late king passed some months 
every year at this seat ; and all the rocks round it, 
by the pious sentences inscribed on them, showihe 
devotion in fashion at his court, which I believe 
died with him ; at least, I see no exterior marks of 
it at Paris, where all peopled thonghts seem to be 
on present diversion. ' 

The fur of St. Lawrehos is now in season. Yon 
ui&y be sore I have beeu c»xYv«^xNi\>&kfiX)%nd think 
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U much better disposed than ours of Bartholomew. 
The shops being all siet in rows so regularly and 
well lighted, they made up a very agreeable specta- 
cle. Bat I was not at all satisfied with the grot' 
tiereii of their harlequin, no more than with their 
ansic at the opera, which was abominably grating, 
after being used to that of Italy. Their house is a 
booth, compared to that of the Hay-market, and the 
play-house not so neat as that of Lincoln's-Inn-fields ; 
but then it must be owned, to their praise, their 
tragedians are much beyond any of ours. I should 
liardly allow Mrs. 0****d a better place than to be 
confidante to La***. I have seen the tragedy of 
Bajazet so well represented, that I think our best 
actors can be only said to speak, but these to feel ; 
and it is certainly iniiuitely more moving to see a 
man appear unhappy, than to hear him say that he 
is so, with a jolly face, and a stupid smirk in his 
countenance. — A-propoi of countenances, I must 
tell you something of the French ladies ; I have seen 

all the beauties, and such (I cannot help making 

use of the coarse word) nauseous creatures! so 
fantastically absurd in their dress ! so monstrously 
unnatural in their paints ! tlieir hair cut short, and 
curled round their faces, and so loaded with pow* 
der, that it makes it look like white wool ! and on - 
their cheeks to their chins, unmercifully laid on a 
shining red japan, that glistens in a most flaming 
manner, so that they seem to have no resemblance 
to human faces. I am apt to believe, that they took 
thQ first hint of their dress from a fair sheep newly 
ntjddled. It is with pleasure I recollect my dear 
pretty countrywomen : and if I was writing to any 
body else, I should say that these grotesque daubers 

E 2 
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gife me still a higher esteem of the aatoal dm 
of dear lady Rich's auburn hair, and the liidy oo- 
lows of her uisnllied complezioiu 

I am, &e.&c. 

P. S. I have met the Abb^ here, fdio desirei nw 
to make his compliments to yoik 



LV. 

TO MR. !•••. 

Paris» OeL 1^ O. S. ITUk 

You see I am just to my word, in writing to yoo 
from PariSy where I was very mnch surprised to 
meet my sister ; I need not add, yery mnch pleased. 
She as little expected to see me as I her (having not 
receiyed my late letters) ; and this meeting woeld 
shine nnder the hand of De Scnderie ; but I shaD 
not imitate his style so for as to tell yon how- <^ten 
we embraced ; how she inq aired by what odd chance 
I returned from Constantinople ? And T answered 
her by asking what adventure bronght her to Paris? 
To shorten the story, all questions and answers, 
and exclamations, and compliments, bdng over, we 
agreed upon running about together, and have seen 
Versailles, Trianon, Marli, and St. Cloud. We had 
an order for the water to pli^y for onr diversion, andr 
I was followed thither by all the English at Piris. 
1 own Versailles appeared to me rather vast than 
beautiful ; and after having seen the exact propor- 
tions of the Italian buildings, I thongfat the irr^- 
iarity of it ahocldng. 



LADY MONTAGU'S LETTEES. 83 

The kingf s cabiqet of antiques and medals is, in- 
deed, very richly fttrnished. Among that collection 
none pleaised me so well as the apotheosis of Gernmni- 
cns, on a large agate, which is one of the most deli- 
cate pieces of the lUnd tiiat I remember to' ha?e 
seen. I obsenaed some ancient statues of great 
value. But-th&Tiauseous flattery, and tawdry pen- 
cil of Le Bnin, are equally disgusting in the gallery. 
I will not pretend to describe to you the great apart- 
ment, the vast variety of fount£uns, the theatre, the 
grove of iEsop's fables, &c. all which you may read 
very* amply particularised in some of the French 
authors that have been paid for these descriptions. 
Trianon, in its littleness, pleased me better than 
Versailles : Marli better than either of them ; and 
St. Oond best of all ; having the julvantage of the 
Seine running at the bottom of the gardens, the 
great cascade, &c. Yon may find information in the 
aforesaid books, if you have any curiosity to know 
the exact number of the statues, and how many feet 
they cast up the water. 

We saw the king's pictures in the magnificent 
house of the dnke d'Antin, who has the care of pre- 
serving them till his majesty is of age. There are 
not many, but of the best hands. I looked with 
great pleasure on the archangel of Raphael, where 
the sentiments of superior beings are as well ex- 
pressed as in Milton. You will not forgive me if I 
say nothing of the Tuileries, much finer than our 
Mall; and the Cour, more agreeable than our 
Hyde-park, the high trees giving shade in the hot- 
test season. At the Louvre I had the opportunity 
of seeing the king, accompanied by the duke-regent. 
He is tall and well shaped, but has not the air of 
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LVI. 
to THE ABBOT**. 

Dover, Oct. 31, O. S..1718. 

liDg to take your word for it, that I shall 
lige you, by letting you know, as soon as 
my safe passage over the water. I arrived 
ling at Dover, after being tossed a whole 
the packet-boat, in so violent a manner, 
master, considering the weakness of his 
ought it proper to remove the mail, and 
lotice of the danger. We called a little 
)at, which could hardly make up to us ; 

the people on board us were crying to 

It is hard to imagine one's self in a scene 
r horror than on such an occasion ; and 

I own it to you ? though I was not at aU 
• be drowned, I could not forbear being 
■d at the double distress of a fellow* 
. She was an English lady that I had met 

who desired me to let her go over with 
cabin. She had bought a fine point-head, 

was contriving to conceal from the cus- 
(-officers. When the wind grew high, and 
Fessel cracked, she fell very heartily to 
?, and thought wholly of her soul. When 
to abate, she returned to the worldly care 
d-dress, and addressed herself to m e ■ ■■ 
adam, will you take care of this point j 
d be Jost !— Ah, Lord, ^^ ^VvfiX ^\iKi 
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j^amf . I pray God I may think so for the rest of 
life ; and, since I miust be contented with ovr 
nty allowance of daylight, that I may forget the 
Irening son of Constantinople. 

I am, &c. &c. ' 

LVII. 

MR. POPE TO LADY MONTAGU. 

September 1. 
Madam, 

I AYE been (what I never was till now) in debt to 

II for a letter some weeks. I was informed yoa 
ire at sea, and that it was to no purpose to write 
L some news had been heard of your arriidng 
mewhere or other. Besides, I have had a second 
ngerous illness, from which I was more diligent 

be recovered than from the first, having now 
me hopes of seeing you again. If you make any 
ir in Italy, I shall not easily forgive you >for not 
inainting me soon enough, to have met you there, 
m very certain I can never be polite unless I travel 
th yon : and it is never to be repaired, the-kMt 
at Homer has sustained, for want o£my tranala- 
ig him in Asia. You vnll come hither full of crU 
isms against a man who wanted nothing to be in. 
e right but to have kept you company ; you haive 
I way of making me amends, but by continuing an 
datic when you return to me, whatever Eng^k 
rs yon may put on to other peo^e. 
I prodigiously long for your sonnets, yaar re- 
irks, your oriental learning ; — ^but I long for no* 
ing so much as your oriental self. You mn&t of 
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i a commoD.fieldy wheite, under the shade of a 
oeky'sat two lovers, as odnttant as ever were 
d in romance, beneath a spreading beech, 
name of the one (let it sovod as it will) was 
I Hewet, of the other Sarah Drew. John was 
sll-set man about fi?e-and- twenty, Sarah a 
u woman of eighteen. John had for several 
Lbs borne the labour of the day in the same 

with Sarah; when she milked, it was his 
ling and evening charge to bring the .cows to 
paiL Their love was the talk, but not the 
lal, of -the whole neighbourhood; for all they 
d at was the blameless possession of each other 
arriage. It was but this very morning that he 
obtained her parents' consent, and it was but 
he next week that they were to wait to be 
y. Perhaps this very day, in the intervals of 
' work, they were talking of their wedding 
es ; and John was now matching several kinds 
>ppie8 and field flowers to her complexion, to 
! her a present of knots for the day. While 

were thus employed (it was on the last of 
, a terrible storm of thunder and lightning 
5, and drove the labourers to what shelter the 

or hedges afforded. Sarah, frighted and but 
eath, sunk ou a haycock, and John (who never 
"ated from her) sate by her side, having raked 
)r three heaps together to secure her. Imme- 
ly there was heard so loud a crack as if heaven 
burst asunder. The labourers, all solicitous 
ich other's safety, called to one another : those 
were nearest our lovers; hearing no answer, 
ed to the place where they lay : they first saw a 

smoke, and after^this faithful pair;— John, 



ipjbU spot between her 
Ihe next day in one $ra 
HkTTOurt, iu Oxfurdehi: 
at mjf reqneti, baa erei 
Uf the folloniug cpilap 
liave chosen ilie godly o 
rou had been in Eogtai 
belter ; I think it wsa ' 
fused inc nn to moviog 
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Upon the whole, I cannot think these people' 
unhappy. The greatest happiness, next to liring 
as they would have done, was to die as they did. 
The greatest honour people of this low degree 
could have was to be remembered on a little monu- 
ment ; unless you will give them anothei:, — that of 
being honoured with a tear frooi the finest eyes in 
the world. I know you have tenderness ; you must 
have it ; it is the very emanation of good sense an<l 
virtue ; the finest minds, like the finest metals, dis- 
solve the easiest. , 

But when you are reflecting upou-objects of pity, 
pray do not forget one who had no sooner found 
out an object of the highest esteem, than he was 
separated from it ; and who is so very unhappy as 
not to be susceptible of consolation from others, 
by being so miserably in the right as to think'^ other 
women what they really are. Such an one cannot 
but be desperately fond of any creature that is quite 
differen4^ from these. If the Circassian be utterly 
void of such honour as these have, and such virtue 
as these boast of, I am content. I have detested 
the sound of honest woman, and loving spouse, ever 
since I beard the pretty name of Odaliche. Dear 
Madam, I am for ever 

Yours, &c. 

My most humble services to Mr. Wortley. Pray 
let me hear from you soon, though I shall very 
soon write again. I am confident half our letters 
are lost. 
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LVIII. 
TO MR. POPE. 

Dover, Nov. 1, O. S. 1718. 
I HAVE this miniite received a letter of yours, sent 
me from Paris. I believe and hope I shall very 
soon see both' you and Mr. Congreve ; hot as I am 
here in an inn, where we stay to regulate our 
march to London, bag and baggage, I shall employ 
some of my leisure time in answering that part of 
yours that seems to require an answer. 

I must applaud your good nature, in supponng, 
that your pastoral lovers (vulgarly called hay- 
makers) would have lived in everlasting joy and 
harmony, if the lightning had not interrupted their 
scheme of happiness. I see no reason to imagine, 
that John Hughes and Sarah Drew were either 
wiser or more virtuous than their neighbours. That 
a well-set man of twenty-five should have a £ancy 
to marry a brown woman of eighteen, is nothing 
marvellous ; and I cannot help tliinking, that bad 
they married, their lives would have passed in the 
common track with their fellow-parishioners. His 
endeavouring to shield her from the storm was a 
natural action, and what he would have certainly 
done for his horse, if he had been in the same situ- 
ation. Neither am I of opinion, that their sudden 
death was a reward of their mutual virtue. Yoi| 
know the Jews were reproved for thinking a village 
destroyed by fire more wicked than those that had 
escaped the thuudev. TVcDL^^asA^S&jmis&hsiQeento 
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men. Since yon desire me to try my skill In an 
taph, I think the following lines perhapi more 
ty though not so poetical as yonrs. 

Here lie John Hughes and Sarah Drew; 
Perhaps you'll say what's that to you ? 
Believe me, friend, much may be said 
On this poor couple that are dead. 
On Sunday next they should have married ; 
But see how oddly things are carried ( 
On "thursday last it rain*d and lighten*d{ 
These tender loTcrs, sadly frighten'd, 
Shdter'd beneath the cocking hay. 
In hopes to pass the time away ; 
But the bold thunder found them out* 
(Commission'd for that end no doubt,) 
And, seising on their trembling breath, 
Cotiisign*d them to the shades of death, 
who knows if twas not kindly done i 
For had they seen the next year's sun, 
A beaten wife and cuckold swain 
. Had jointly cursed the marriage chain } 
Now they are happy in their doom, ^ 

For Pope has wrote upon their tomb. 

confess these sentiments are not altogether so 
>ic as yours ; but I hope you will forgive them 
iTOur of the two last lines. You see how much 
teem the honour you have done them ^ though 
1 not very impatient to have the same, and had 
er continue to be your stupid living humble 
ust, than h€ celebrated by all the pens in En- 

• 

would write to Congreve, but suppose you will 
this to him, if he inquires after me. 
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LIX. 
TO LADY • • •. 



Having (\\^e other undeserving people) a vast 
opinion of my own merits, and some small faith in 
your sincerity, I believed it impossible you should 
forget me, and therefore very impudently expected 
a long letter from you this morning; but Heaven, 
which you know delights in abasing the proud, has, 
I find, decreed nd such thing ; and, notwithstanding 
my vanity and your vows, I begin to fancy myself 
forgotten ; and this epistle comes, in humble man- 
oer, to kiss your hands, and petition forthe scanty 
alms of one little visit, though never so sfiort : 
pray, madam, for God's sake, have pit^ on a. poor 
prisoner— one little visit — so may Ood send you a 
fine, husband, continuance of b^uty, &c. ; but if 
you deny my request, and make a jest of my'ten- 
demesfl (which, between friends, I do think a« 
little upon the ridiculous), I do vow never to 
•-— — I but I had better not vow, for I shall certainly 
love you, do what you will — ^though I beg you would, 
not tell some certain people of that fond expression^ 
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TO MRS. WOR 



This comes to inquire aftei 
first place ; and if there be i 
very of my diamond ? If not. 
with reckoning it one of thi 
to this devout time, and it u 
of bumiUation. Is not this 
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LXT. 
TO MRS. WORTLEY. 

July 21, 1709. 

How often, my dear Mrs. Wortley, must I assure 
yon that yonr letters are ever agreeable, and, be- 
yond expression, welcome to me ? Depend npon 
it that I reckon the correspondence you favour me 
with too great a happiness to neglect it ; there is 
no danger of your fault; I rather fear to grow 
troublesome by my acknowledgments. I will not 
believe you flatter me ; I will look u]k>d uhat you 
say as an obliging mark of your partiality. How 
happy must I think myself when I fancy your 
friendship to me even great enough to overpower 
your Judgment ! I am afraid this is one of the 
pleasures of the imagination, and I cannot be so 
tery successful in so earnest and important a wish. 
This letter is excessively dull. Do you Imow it i«, 
from my vast desire of pleasing you, as there it no- 
thing more frequent than for the voice to falter 
^hen people sing before judges, or, as those argu- 
ments are always Worst where the orator is in a 
passion. Believe me, I could scribble three sheets 
to — — (I must not name), but to twenty peojde, 
that have not so great a share of my esteem, and 
wliose friendship is not so absolutely necessary for 
my happiness, but am quite at a loss to you. I VfUl 
not commend your letters (let them deserve never 
to much), because I will show you it is possible for 
me to forbear what 1 have a mind to, when I faMvr 



I SHALL r 



. " mad-wW. ' 

write, when thcj bdiere th 

Krawl, but it leant it ner 
I cKEUot bear to be teem 
wbom I Bball love atl mi li 
«i.u«rFT, u the Iwt did; 
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iBeasiiiess ; and let me beg you for the future, if; 
foa do not receive letters very constantly from me, 
magine the post-boy kiUed—- imagine the midl 
Mimt — dr some other strange accident : you can 
imagine nothing so impossible as that I forget you, 
my dear Mrs. Wortley. I know no pretence I have 
Co your good opinion but my hearty desiring it : I 
wish I had that imagination you talk of, to render 
me a fitter correspondent for you, who can write so 
well on every thing. I am now so much alone, I 
have leisure to pass whole days in reading, but am 
not all proper for so delicate an employment as 
dioosing you books. Your own fancy will better 
direct you. My study at present is nothing but 
dictionaries and grammars. I am trying whether 
it be possible to learn without a master: I am 
not certain (and dare hardly hope) I shall make 
any great progress ; but I find the study so divert- 
ing, 1 am not only easy, but pleased with the soli- 
tnde that indulges it. I forget there is such a place 
as London, and wish for no company but yours. 
You see, my dear, in making my pleasures consist 
of these unfashiouiiblc diversions, I am not of the 
number who cannot be easy out of the mode, i 
believe more follies are committed out of com- 
plaisance to the world, than in following our own 
indinations — Nature is sddom in the wrong, cus- 
tom always ; it is with some regret I follow it in 
all the impertinences of dress; the compliance is 
so trivial, it comforts me : but I am*amazed to see 
it consulted even in' the most important occasions 
of our lives ; and that people of good' sense in otlier 
thlngg can make their happVnea!& cotiiv^x. Vql ^^ 
yploioaa of others, and sacri&ce CHtt^ ^w^N^"^^ 
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end. 

TO MRS. WORTLEY. 
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-*t,;n(r to write 
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but you may thiuk what you please of me, I must 
eternally think the same things of you. 

I hope my dear Mrs. Wortley's showing my let- 
ter b in the same strain as her compliments^ all 
meant for raillery; and I am not to take it as a 
thing really so ; but f will gi?e you as serlovs an 
answer as if It was all true. 

When Mr. Ck>wley, and other people, (for I know 
several have learnt after the same manner,) wext In 
places where they had opportunity of being learned 
by word of mouth, I do not see any violent neoes* 
sity of pnnted rules ; But being where from the 
top of the house to the bottom not a creature in H 
understands so much as even good En^ish, withaat 
the help of a dictionary or inspiration, I know no 
way of attaining to any language. Despairing of 
the last, I am. forced to make use of the other, 
though I do verily believe I shall. return to London 
the same ignorant soul I went from it ; but the study 
is a present amusement. I must own I have vanity 
enough to fancy, if I had any body with me, with- 
out much trouble perhaps I might read. 

What do you mean by complaining I never write 
to yon in the quiet situation of mind I do to other 
people ? My dear, people never write calmly, but 
when they write indifferently. That I shpuld ever 
do 80 to you, 1 take to be entirely impossible { I 
must be always very much pleased or in very great 
affliction : as you tell me of your friendship, or un- 
kindly doubt mine. 1 can never allow even pnir. 
deuce and sincerity to have auy thing to do with 
one another, at least I have always' found it so in 
myself, who being devoted to the one, had never the 



lutely hec^=^ " " ti«e wying to me 
dence w « «« T!7g„d this <>nU, tedious. 

mad? you «"'^^J1 wortley. will you? 
long letter to M«- ^o^ey. , 

direct way to t«* "^ewlU first laugb very 
you as you de^^r^^T^nd never answer : 
then tear *V!i7ofsuch another: will 
^ avoid *epU«u^ of;- ^ judgment ?- 

nature for ever re ^„ ,je ; 
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hinder me from ^^J^ entirely, »< 
Wortley, nobody was ever so 

yours, as - M. P«i 

— tnr I do not allo^ 
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LXIV. 
TO MRS> WORTLEY. 

Aug. Ql» 1709. 

I AM infinitely obliged to yon, my dear Mrs. Wort* 
ley, for the wit, beauty, and other fine qualities, 
y6vL so generonsly bestow upon me. Next to receiving 
them fropi Heaven, you are the person from whom 
1 would choose to receive gifts and graces : I am 
very well satisfied to owe them to your own delicacy 
of imagination, which represents to you the idea of 
a fine lady, and you have good-nature enough to 
fancy I am she. All this is mighty well, but yon 
do not stop there : imagination is boundless. After 
giving me imaginary wit and beauty, you give, me 
imaginary passions, and you tell me I am in love : 
if I am, it is a perfect sin of ignorance, for I do not- 
so much as know the man's name! I have been 
studying these three hours, and cannot guest 
who you mean. I passed the days of Nottingham 
races in Thoresby, without seeing or even wish- 
ing to see one of the sex. Now if I am in love, I 
have very hard fortune to conceal it so indnstriouflly 
from my own knowledge, and yet discover it so 
much to other. people. It is against all form to 
have such a passion as that, without giving one 
sigh for the matter. Pray tell me the name of him 
I iove, that I may (according to the laudable custom^ 
of lovers) sigh to the woods and groves hereabouts^ 
and teach it to the echo. You see, being in love^ I 

F 2 



00 well in meir iuru&:-~uiii 
riouS) what do yon mean by 
constancy? I confess you ( 
qnaUties I have not, and 1 ai 
for them, but then you must 
few I have. No, I will never 
back the |>eanty and wit you I 
me my own mediocrity of agn 
but leave me also my sinceri 
my plain dealing; it is all I 
me to the esteem either of ot] 
should I despise myself if I • 
pable of either inconstancy or 
how I may appear to other ] 
my face may belie my heart 
never was or can be guilty 
inconstancy — you will think i 
that I pique myself upon. T< 
and repent of your harsh cc 
pity to ^y uneasiness, for yov 
npnnlA nhont whojie sood oni 
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§ 

This letter is a good deal grave, and, like other 
grave things, dull ; but I will not aslc pardon for 
what I cannot help. 



LXV, 

TO MRS. WORTLEY. 

Sept. 5, 1709.' 

My dear Mrs. Wortley; as she has the entire power 
of raising, can also, with a word, calm my passions, 
llie kindness of your last recompenses me for the 
injustice of your former letter ; but you cannot 
sure be angry at my little resentment. Yon hare 
read that a man who, with patience, hears himself 
caUed heretic, can never be esteemed a good Chris- 
tian. To be capable of preferiing the despicable 
wretch yon mention to Mr.-Wortley, is as ridicnloss, 
if not as criminal, as forsaking the Deity to wor- 
ship a calf. Do not tell me any body ever had se 
mean an opinion of my inclinations ; it is among 
the number of those things I would forget. My 
tenderness is always built upon my esteem ; and 
when the foundation perishes, it falls : I must own, 
I think it is so with every body — but enoo^ of 
this : you tell me it was meant for raillery— was 
not the kindness meant so too ? I fear I am too 
apt to think what is amusenient designed in efurn^tt 
— no matter, it is for my repose to be deceived, 
and I will believe whatever you tell me. 

I should be very glad to be informed of a right 
method, or whether there is sneh a thing alone, 
bnt am afitdd to ask the question. It may be 



LXVI. 

TO MRS. WORTLEY. 
London 

S; only c«»«olaUon for teiug of 
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■•■«^ to anv one among tnem , •»• 
^t lam son«cho»tofV.nmour 
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charitable, and they agree in the kind reflection, 
that nothing hinders women from playing the fool 
bnt not having it in their power. The many in- 
stances that are to be found to support this opinion, 
ought to make the few reasonable more valued*- 
but where are the reasonable ladies ? 

Dear madam, come to town, that I may have the 
honour of saying there is one in St. James's-place. 



LXVII. 

TO THE LORD BISHOP OF SALISBURY 
(DR. GILBERT BURNET,) 

With her Translation of Epictetus. 

July 20> 1710. 

My lord. 
Your hours are so well employed, I hardly dare 
offer you this trifle to look over ; but then, so well 
am 1 acquainted with the sweetness of temper 
-which accompanies you^ learning, l dare ever as- 
sure myself of a pardon. You have already for- 
given me greater impertinences, and condescended 
yet farther in giving me instructions, and bestowing 
some of your minutes iu teaching me. This sur- 
prising humility has all the effect it ought to have 
on my heart ; I am sensible of the gratitude 1 owe 
to so much goodness, and how much I am ever 
bound to be your servant. Here is the work of <Mie 
week of my solitude — ^by the many faults iu it your 
lordship will easily believe I spent no more time 
upon it ; it was hardly finished when I was obliged 



ft a«fc^ .. . 

whether 1 have underatouu a:<|«.«, 

chapter, ]Kirticularly, I am afraid I have 
Piety aud greatness of soul set you aboi 
fortunes that can happen to yourself, < 
calumnies of false tonguea ;- but that s 
which renders what happens to yourself 
to you, yet softens the natural compassi 
temper to the greatest degree of tendcrnr 
interests of the church, and the liberty a 
of your country : the steps that are nov 
wards the destruction of both, the appai 
we are- in, the manifest growth of iuj 
pression, and hypocrisy, cannot do oth< 
Kive your lordship those hours of son 
did not your fortitude of soul, and reflc 
religion aud philosophy, shorten, woul 
national misfortunes, by Injuring the 
great a supponer of our sinking libert' 
to ask pardon for this digression : it is 
for me in this place to say something 
* «-«Vrt no rery presuming 
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e criminal to improre oor ivasmi, or fancy 

e any. We are tanght to place all our art 

iming onr ontward forms, and permitted, 

at reproach, to carry that custom even to 

fagancy, while our. minds are entirely ncg- 

i, and, by disuse of reflections, filled with 

ing but the trifling objects our eyes are duly 

jrtained with. This custom, so long established 

industriously upheld, makes it even ridiculous 

jo out of the common road, and forces one to 

d as many excuses, as if it were a thing al- 

gether criminal n6t to phEy the fool in concert 

ith other women of quality, whose birth and lei- 

ire only serve to render them the most useless 

nd most worthless part of the creation. There is 

lardly a character in the world more despicable, or 

game liable to universal ridicule, than that of ti 

learned woman ; those words imply, according to 

the received sense, a talking, impertinent, vain, and 

conceited creature. I believe nobody will deny that 

learning may have this efi^ect, but it roust be a very 

fnperfioiai degree of it* Erasmus was certunly a 

man- of great learning, aAd good sense; and he 

seems to have my o|^on of it, when he says, 

*' FeminB qnie vere sapit, non videtur sibi sapere $ 

eontra, qn«, cum nihil sapiat, sibi videtur sapere, ea 

demum bis stulta est." llie abb^ Bellegarde glfes 

a right reason for women's talking over-much, that 

they know nothing, and every ontward otject 

strikes their imagination, and produces a multitude 

of thoughts, which, if they knew more; they would 

know not worth their thinking of. 1 am not now 

argninif for an equality of the two sexes. I do not 

doubt but that God and nature bave thrown us into 



it being so ea^y for any man oi sc 
either his interest or his pleasure. 
The common method is, to beg^n b 
religion ; they bring them a tho 
arguments, which their excessive if 
them from refuting : and I speak n< 
knowledge and conversation ami- 
arc more atheists among the fine 
loosest sort of rakes ; and the san 
generally works out into excess of 
poses them to the snares of any 
to carry them to the other estren 
my excuses already too long, and 
the words of Erasmus : '* Vnlgus 
gua Latina iion convenit feminis, 
ad tueudam illanim pudicitiam, < 
insolitum est, fcminam scire L 
consuctudo omnium malamm rcn 
corom est fcmbam in Oermac 
Oallice, nt loquatur cum his qui s 
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I have tired, yoar lordship, and too long delayed 
to 8al>8cribe myself 

Your lordship's 

Most respectful and obliged. 



LXVIII. 

TO MRS. WORTLEY. 

1710. 

I RETURN you a thousand thaolts, my dear,. for so 
agreeable an entertainment as your letter in .our 
cold climate, where the sun appears unwillingly. 
Wit is as wonderfully pleasing as a sunshiny day ; 
and, to speak poetically, Phcebus is very sparing of 
all his favours. I fancied your letter an emblem 
of yourself : in some parts I fouud the softness of 
your voice, and in others- the vivacity of your eyes : 
yon are to expect no return but humble and hearty, 
thanks, yet I cannot forbear entertaining you with 
our York lovers. (Strange monsters you will think, 
love being as much forced up here as melons.) In 
the first form of these creatures, is even Mr. Van. 
brug. Heaven, no doubt, compassionating our dul- 
ness, has inspired him with a passion that makes 
us all ready to die with laughing : it is credibly 
reported that he is endeavouring at the honourable 
state of matrimony, and vows to lead a sinful life 
no more. Whether pure holiness inspires his mind,, 
or dotage turns his brain, is hard to find. It is 
certain he keeps Monday and Thursday market (as- 
tembljf day) constantly ; and for those that do not 
regard worldly muck, there is extraordinary good 
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»wli a number oft 
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My service to Mr, 
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LXX. 
TQ MRS. WOIVTUiY. 

May i, ITOt- 

1 BOPE> viy dear Mrs. Wortley, that you are so jvBt 
to me, to believe I could not leave the towu without 
teeing you ; buty very ainch against my own in- 
clinatiop, I am now at Thoresby. Our journey has 
been very bad ; but, in my opinion, the worst part 
of it was — going fronr you. I hope you intend. to 
be liinder to me this summer than you were the 
last. There needs nothing to keep up the remem- 
brance of you in my heart ; but I would not think 
of yon, and think you forget me. Farewell, my 
dear. My letter should be longer, if it were 
possible to make it so without repetition ; but 1 
have already told you I love you, and implored you 
not to forget me, which (as I hope to breathe) Ig 
all I have to say. 



LXXL 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

Reading over your letter as fast as ever I could, 
and answering it with the same ridiculous pre- 
cipitation, I find one part of it escaped my sight^ 
and the other I mistook in several places. Yonri 
was dated the 10th of August; it came not hither 
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tin Ihe 20th. Yon Ay somethiBg of a pMcfcct-boit, 
&C. which nukes me onontain wfaetlwr yiM vitt 
reorire my letter, and frets me heartily. Kind- 
ness, yon say, wonld be yonr destruction. In ay 
opinion, this is something cu utr a d ictory to sone 
other expressions. People talk of being in ]im 
jost as widows do of aifflictlon. Mr. Steele hii 
observed, in one of his plays, *' that the most fu^ 
sionate among them have always calmness enM^ 
to drire a hard bargain with the upholders." I 
never knew a lover that wonld not willingly secnc 
bis interest as well as his mistress ; or, if one most 
be abandoned, bad not the pmdence (among all his 
diiitractions) to consider, that a woman was bvt a 
woman, and money was a thing of more real merit 
than the whole sex pnt together. Yonr letter is to 
tell me, yba should think yourself nndone, if you 
married me ; but if I would be so tender as to coo* 
fcss I should br^ak my heart if you did not, then yon 
would consider whether yon would or no ; but yet 
you hoped you should not^ I take this to be the 
right interpretation of — even yonr kindness cannot 
destroy me of a sudden — I hope f am not in your 
power — I would give a good deal to be satbfied, &c 
As to writing — that any woman would do who 
thought she writ well. , Now I say, no woman of 
common good sense would. At best, it is bnt 
doing a silly thing well, and I thiu)c it is much bet- 
ter not to do a silly thing at all. Yon compare it 
to dressing. Suppose the comparison just : — per- 
haps the Spanish dress would become my face very 
well ; yet the whole town would condemn me for 
the highest extravagance if I went to court in it, 
though it^ improved me Vo ^ mvcacle. There are 
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tbousand things, not ill in themselves, "which 
Dstom makes unfit to be done. This is to convince 
on I am so far from applauding my own conduct, 
ly conscience flies in my face every time I think of- 
;.- The generality of the world have a great in- 
nlgence to their own follies : without being a jot 
riser than my neighbours, I have the peculiar mis- 
ortune to know and condemn all the wrong things 
do. 

You beg to know whether I would not be out of 
nmour. The expression is modest enough ; but 
bat is not what you mean. In saying I could be 
asy, I have already said I should not be out of 
nmour : but you would have me say I am violently 
I love ; that is, finding you think better of me 
ban you desire, you would have me give you a just 
ause to contemn me. 1 doubt much whether there 
\ a creature in the world humble enough to do 
liat. I should not think you more unreasonable 
' you were in love with my face, and asked me to 
isfigure it to make you easy. I have heard. of some 
una that made use of that expedient to secure 
leir own happiness ; but, amongst all the popish 
lints and martyrs, I never read of one whose 
baHty was sublime enough to make themselves 
eformed, or ridiculous, to restore their lovers to 
eace and quietness. In sort, if nothing can con- 
mt you but despising me heartily, I am afraid I 
sail be always so barbarous as to wish yon may 
iteem me as long as you live. 
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LXXII. 
TO E. W. MONTAGU* ESQ. 

I INTENDED to make do answer to your letter; it 
was something very ungratefal, and I resolfed to 
give over all thoughts of yon. I could easily hue . 
performed that resolve some time ago, bat then 
yon took pains to please me : now you have brooi^t 
me to esteem yoa, you make use of that esteem to 
give me uneasiness ; and f have the displeasure of 
seeing I esteem a man that dislikes me. Farewdly 
then : since you will have it so, I renounoe all the 
ideas I have so long flattered myself with, and will 
entertain my fancy no longer with th^ imaginary 
pleasure of pleasing you. How much wiser are aU 
those women I have despised than myself? In 
placing their happiness in trifles, they have placed 
it in what is attainable. I fondly thought fine 
clothes and gilt coaches, balls, operas, and public 
adoration, rather the fatigues of life; and that tme 
happiness was justly defined by Mr. Dryden (pardon 
the romantic air of repeating verses) when he says, 

Wliom Heaven would Ueit it does fkom pomp removei 
And nuket ttieir wealth in priyacy and lore. 

These notions had corrupted my judgment as mudi 
as that of Mrs. Biddy Tipkin's. According to thb 
sclieme, I proposed to pass my life with you. I yet 
do you the justice to believe, if any man could have 
been contented with this manner of living^ it would 
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are been yon. Your indifierence to me does not 
inder me from thinking yon capable of tenderness 
nd the happinesses of friendship ; but I find it is 
ot in me you will ever have them : you think me all 
tkat Is detestable ; you accuse me of want of sin- 
erity and generosity. To convince you of your 
dstake, I will show you the last extremes of both. 
While I foolishly foncled yon loved me, (whieh 
confess I had never any great reason for, mor6 
lan that I wished it,) there is no condition of life 
eonld not have been happy in with you, so very 
Hfidi I liked you — I might s&y loved, since it is the 
ist thing I will ever say to yon. This is telling 
ya sincerely my greatest weakness; and now I 
ill oblige yon with a new proof of generosity — I 
in never see you more. I shall avoid all public 
laces; and^this is the last letter I shall send. If 
M write, be not displeased if I send it back un- 
peoed. I shall force my inclinations to oblige 
wrs; and remember that you Have told me I 
mid not oblige you more than by refusing you. 
[ad I intended ever to see you again, I durst not 
we sent this letter. Adieu. 



LXXIII. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

THOUGHT to return no answer to your letter, but 
find I am not so wise as I thought myself. I can- 
3t forbear .fixing my mind a little on that expres- 
on, though perhaps the only insincere onft Vci y^'qx 
fiole letter^^l would die. to \ie mcq^x^ ^i ^ovc 
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heart, though but for a moment : were thSi tat 
tme, what is there I would not do to secure yos? 

I will state the case to you as plaialy as I cid; 
and then ask yourself if yon use me welL I btre 
showed, in every action of my life, an esteem for 
you that at least challenges a grateful regard. I 
have trusted my reputation in your hands; [hue 
made no scruple of giving you, under my own huid, 
an assurance of my friendship. After all thiiyl 
esoict nothing from you : if you find it incooveDioit 
for your a£fairs to talce so small a fortune, I deiiR 
yon to sacrifice nothing ' to me j I pretend no tie 
upon your honour; but, in recompenMe for so cku 
and so disinterested a proceeding, must I ever r»> 
ceivc injuries and- ill usage? 

1 have not the usual pride of my sex ; I can beti 
being told I am in the wrong, but tell it me gently 
Perhaps I have been indiscreet ; I came young inti 
the hurry of the world ; a great innocence and an an- 
designing ^gaiety may possibly have been constma 
coquetry and a desire of being followed, tbong) 
never meant by me. I cannot answer for the A 
servations that may be made on me : all who av 
malicious attacls the careless and defenceless: 
own myself to be both. I know not any thing I on 
say more to show my perfect desire of pleasing ya 
and making you easy, than to proffer to be confinei 
^tb you in what manner you pleased. Woirid an 
woman but me renounce aU. the world for one? o 
would any man but yon be insensible of svcti 
proof of sincerity? 
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LXXIV. 
- TO E. W. MONTAGU* ESQ. 

I HAVE this minute received your two letters. I 
know not how to direct to you, whether to London 
or the country; or^ if in the country, to Durham 
or Wortley. It is yery likely^ you will never receive 
iSbh. I hazard a great deal if it falls into other 
hands, and I wrote for all that. I wish, with all 
my soul, I thought as you do ; 1 endeavour to con- 
vince myself by your arguments, and am sorry my 
reason is so olxstiuate, not to be deluded into an 
ojiihion, that it is impossible a man can esteem a 
woman. I suppose I should then be very easy at 
your thoughts of me ; I should thank you for the 
wit and beauty you give me, and not be angry at the 
foUies and weaknesses; but, to my infinite afflic- 
tion, I can believe neither one nor the other. One 
pwt of my character is not so good, nor the other 
so l>ad, as you fancy it. Should we ever^live together, 
you would be disappointed both ways ; yon would 
Had an easy equality of temper you do not expect, 
and a thousand faults you do not imagine. Yon 
flflnk, if you married me, I should be passionately 
fond of yon one month, and of somebody else the 
next : ndther would happen. I can esteem, I can 
be a Mend, but I do not know whether I can love. 
Expect all that is complaisant and easy, but never 
what is fond, in me. You judge very wrong of my 
heart, when you suppose me capable of views of 

VOL. II. . • G 
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inteicft, and that any thing coold oblife mt to 
flatter any body. Was I the moat in^gent creatue 
in the world, I thoald answer yon as I do now, 
vitboot adding or ^minishing. I am ineapahif of 
arty and it is becan«e I. wiU not be capable of it. 
Coold I deceive one minote, I sboaid nerer regaiii 
my own yood opinion ; and who conld bear to lire 
with one they des|Msed? 

If yon can res<dte to live vnth a conpaaion tint 
will have all the deference dne to yonr snperiority 
of ^ood sense, amd that yonr proposals can It 
agreeable to those on whom I depend^ I have no- 
thing to say against them. 

As to travelling, it is what I should do with great 
pleasure, and coold easily qnit London npon yoer 
aoconnt ; but a retirement in the conntry is not so 
disagreeable to me, as I know a few months woald 
make it tiresome to yon. Where people axe tied 
for life, it is their mntnal interest not to grow 
weary of one another. If I had all the personal 
charms that I want, a face is too slight a foonda- 
tion fur happiness. Yon would be toon tired with 
seeing every day the same thing. Where yon saw 
nothing else, yon would have leisure to remark all 
the defects; which would increase in proportion 
as the novelty lessened, which is always a great 
charm. 1 should have the displeasure of seeing a 
coldness, which, though I could not reasonably 
blame yon for, being involuntary, yet it would rea- 
der me uneasy; and the more, becanse I knew a 
love may be revived which absence, inconstancy, 
or even infidelity, has extinguished; but thert is 
no returning from a diga&t given by satiety. 

i aboold not choose to- live In a crowd : I conU 
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very well pleased to be in London, wi 
>akiDg a great figure, or seeing above eig 
mne agreeable people. Apartments, table, &< 
things that never come into my head. Bnt '. 
nerer think of any thing withont the consent « 
ftunily, and advise you not to fancy a happim 
entire sditude, which you would find only fan 

Make no answer to this, if you can like n 
my own terms. It is not to me you must mak 
propoflals: if not, to what purpose is our c 
ipondence ? 

However, preserve me your friendship, wh! 
think of with a great deal of pleasure, and 
vanity. If ever you see me married, I flatter n 
you will see a conduct you would not be sorry 
wife should imitate. 



LXXV. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

I AM going to comply with your request, and i 
with all^the plainness I am capable of. I I 
what may be said upon such a proceeding, bu 
sore yon will not say it. Why should you al 
pat the worst construction upon 'my words ? 
Beve me what you will, but do not believe I ca 
ungenerous or un^te^l. I wish I could tell 
what answer you will receive from some peopl 
npon what terms. If my opinion could sway, 
thing should displease you. Nobody ever wa 
dMaterested as I am . I would ikol V^x^ Xc^ \^V 
myself (t do not suppose yon wo\ild^ VVwxV^ 
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goiieted. Pray which way would yon see into my 
heart ? You can frame no guesses about it from 
either my speaking or writing; and supposing I 
should attempt to show it you, I know no other 
way. 

I begin to be tired of my humility : I have carried 
my compliusances to you farther than I ought. You 
m^e new scruples : you have a great deal of fancy ; 
and your distrusts being all of your own making, 
are more immoveable thau if there were some real 
ground for them. Our aunts and grandmothei's al- 
ways tell us that men are a sort of animals, that if 
ever they are constant, it is only where they are ill 
used. It was a kind of paradox I could never be- 
lieve : experience has taught me the tiiith of it. 
You are the first I ever had a correspondence with, 
and I-thank God I have done with it, for all my life. 
You needed not to liave told me you are not what 
you have been : one must be stupid not to find a- 
diflerence in your letters. You seem, in one part 
of your last, to excuse yourself from having done 
me any injury in point of fortune. Do I accuse you 
of any ? 

I have not spirits to dispute any longer with you. 
Yon say you are not yet determined : let me deter- 
mine for you, and save you the trouble of writing 
again. Adieu for ever 1 make no answer.. I vrish, 
among the variety of acquaintance, you may find 
some one to please you ; and cannot help the vanity 
of thinking, should you try them all, you will not 
find one that will be so sincere in their treatment^ 
though a thousand more deserving, and every one 
happier. It is a piece of vanity and \\i\\x&V\ot\\!kSs^\ 
6u^v€w a woman, to delight to ^\ft^^«c^\ ^V^ 
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You may be this friend if you please : did you 
really esteem me, had you any tender regard iwr ne* 
J ooald^ k think, pass my life inany statlvo happiei 
wilh yoa than in all the grandenr of the woiid witk 
any other. You have some humours that would Im 
disagreeable to any woman that married with aa 
intention of finding her happiness abroad. That St 
not my resolution. If I mari7, 1 propose to myself 
a retirement : there is few of my acquiuntaiice I 
should ever wish to see again : and the pleasing one, 
and only one, is the way in which I design to please 
tn^yself. Happiness is the natural design of all the 
world ; and every thing we see done is meant ii 
order to attain it. My imajpnation places it Id 
friendship. By friendship, I mean an entire com^ 
muoication of thoughts, wishes, interests, and pl/e^ 
snres, being undivided: a mutual esteem, whic|L 
natuially carries with it a pleasing sweetness of ceoe 
versation, and terminates in the desire of malu«f 
<Hie another happy, without being forced to ow 
iDio visits, noise, and hurry, which sevve ra^hef 10 
trouble than compose the thoughts of any reapoar 
able creature. There are few capable of a friends 
«hip such as I have described, and it is oeceseary 
for the generality of the world to be taken up witi 
trifles. Carry a fine lady or a fine gentleman onl 
el town, and they know no more what to say. To 
take from them plays, operas, and fashions, ia taking * 
^way all their topics of discourse ; and they knov 
not how to form their thoughts on any other sub* 
jects. They know very well what it is to be ad- 
mired, but are perfectly ignorant of what it is to be 
' Joved. I take you to have seuae «YiQi^<^^ xisaX M^ 
tbink this jcieoce romanUc i \ xatlh&x OttmitNs^'Qa>^ 
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LXXVIII. 
. MONTAGU TO LADY MARY PIBRREPONT. 

Saturday morning. 

RY time yon set me, gives me a fresh proof of 
-'not caring for me : yet 1 beg you will meet me 
more. How could you pay me that great com- 
entofyour loving the country for life, when 
wduld not stay with me a few minutes longer ? 
is the happy man you went to ? I agree with 
I am often so dull, I cannot exphiin my mean- 
but will not own that the expression was so 
.obscure, when 1 said if I had you, I should act 
iSt my opinion. Why need 1 aidd, I see what is 
for me, I condemn what I do, and yet I fear I 
; do it. If you cannot find it out, that jron are 
f to be unhappy, aslc your sister, who agrees 
you in every thing else, and she will oonyinoe 
of your rashness in this. She knows you do 
*are for me,' and that you will lilse me l^s and 
jveryyear; perhaps every day of your life. You 
, with a little care, please another as well, and 
e him less timorous. It is possible I too may 
le some of those that have but little acquaint- 
; and if I should be preferred by a woman, for 
I the first among her compamons, it would give 
IS much pleasure as if I were the first man in 
nrorld. Think again, and prevent a misfortune 
falling on both of us. 

hen you are at leisure, I shall be as ready to 
all, as I was last night, when I disobliged one, 

G 2 
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they would hare decayed as soon in any other. You 
lee this is not your case. You will think you might 
lave heen happier. Never engage with a man, nn- 
ess you propose to yourself the highest satisfacdon 
rom him and none other. 



LXXIX. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

Tuetday, 10 o'clock. 

.AM in pain about the letter I sent yon this mom- 
Bg : I fear you should think, after what I have said, 
fOtt cannot, in point of honour, break off with me. 
3e not scrupulous on that article, nor affect to make^ 
mt break first, to excuse your doing it. I would 
me nothing bat to inclination : if you do not love 
M, £ may have the less esteem of myself, but not 
^ ion : I am not of the number of those women 
;hat have the opinion of their persons Mr. Bayes 
ad of his play, that it is the touchstone of sense, 
wA they ar% to frame their judgment of people's 
nderatanding according to what they think of 
them. 

Yon may have wit, good humour, and good wu 
aure, and not like me. 1 allow a great deal for 
ihe inconstancy of mankind in general, and my owa 
want of merit in particular. But it Is a breach, at 
east, of the two last, to deceive ne. 1 am sincerei 
I riudl be sorry if I am not now what pleases ; bat 
f I (as I could with joy) abandon all things to tba 
:are of pleasing you, I am then undone if i do not 
»ccecd-^Be generoos. 
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ffcn retain the same fondoess for me as I shall cer- 
tainly do for you, when the noise of a nnrsery 
may have -more charms for ns than the music of an 
opera. 

Amusements such as these are the sure effect of 
my sincere love, since it is the nature of the passion 
to entertain the mind with pleasures in prospect^ 
md I check myself when I grieve for your absence^ 
bj remembering how much 'reason I have to rejoice 
in the hope of passing my whole life with you. A 
jp(N>d fortune not to be valued! — I am afraid of 
tdling you that I return thanks for it .to- Heaven, 
because you will charge me with hypocrisy ; but you 
ire mistaken : I assist every day at public prayers in 
:his family, and never forget in my private cjacula- 
Ions how much 1 owe to Heaven for making me 
fours. 

It is candle-light, or I should not conclude so 
lOOn. Pray, my love, begin at the top, and rekA 
ill you come to the bottom. 



LXXXI. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

iovn short letter came to me this morning ; but 
[< will not quarrel with it, since it brought me good 
lews of your health. I wait with impatience for 
hat of your return. The bishop of Salisbury writes 
ne word that my lord Pierrepont* declares very 

* Oervaae Pierrepont, created baron Pierrepont, of Han* 
lope, 1714; great uncle of lady Mary Wortiey Montagu, 
wing at that timfe all Irish baron. 
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I too valuable to be neglected. Howr 
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j to write him a letter of acknowledgi 
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contains ail the news I know, exce 
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nuflt be particularly impertinent to a man of bo* 
iiness ; but idleness in the root of all evil : I write 
md read till I cannot 8ee» and then £ vfdXk ; sleep 
mcceeds ; and thus my whole time is divided.' If I 
trere as well qualified all other ways as I am by 
idleness, I would publish a daily paper called the 
Meditatwr, The terrace is my place consecrated to 
neditation, which I observe to be gay or grave m 
jie sun shows or hides his face. Till to-day I have 
liad no occasion of opening my mouth to speak, 
dnce I wished you a good journey. I see nothing, 
mt I think of every thing, and indulge my ima^oa* 
(ion, which is chiefly employed on yon. 



LXXXII. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

December 9, 1711. 

AM not at all surprised at my aunt Cheyne's con- 
lact : people are seldom very much grievecl (and ne* 
rer ought to be) at misfortunes they ezpeOL When 

gave myself to you, I gave up the very desire of 
deasing the rest of the world, and am pretty in- 
lifierent about 4t. I think you are very much ia 
he right for designing to visit lord Pierrepont. As 
nnch as you say I love the town, if yon think it ne» 
essary for your interest to stay some time here, I 
ronld not advise jiou to neglect a certainty for fn 
iDcertainty ; but I believe if yon pass the Christmas 
lere, great matters will be expected from yoar 
lospitality : however, you are a better judge of tha^ 
tilm I am. I continue indifferently well, and en- 
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deavour as much as I can to preserve mysdNrom 
spleen and melancholy; not for my own sake; I - 
think that of little importance ; Ymt In the con- 
dition I am, I believe it may he of very ill conse- 
qnence ; yet, passing whole days alone as I do, 1 do 
not always find it possible, and my constitntioD 
will sometimes get the better of my reason. Ho- 
man nature itself, without any additional misfor- 
tunes, furnishes disagreeable meditations enough. 
Life itself, to make it supportable, should not be 
considered too nearly; my reason represents to me 
in T&in the inutility of serious reflections. The idk 
mind will sometimes fall into oontempkitions that 
serre for nothing but to ruin the health, destn^ 
'good humour, hasten old age and wrinkles, and 
bring on an habitual melancholy. It is a maxim 
with me to be young as long as one can : there is 
nothing can pay one for that Inyalnable ignorance 
which is the companion of youth ; those sanguine 
giioundless hopes, and that lively vanity, whidi 
make all the happiness of life. To my extreme 
mortification, -I grow wiser every day. I do not be- 
lieve Solomon was more convinped of the vanity of 
temporal affsdrs than I am : I lose all taste of this 
woiid, and I suffer myself to be bewitched by the 
charms of the spleen, though I Imow and foresee 
all the irremediable mischiefs arising from it. I 
am insensibly fallen into the writing yon a me- 
lancholy letter, after all my resolutions to the con- 
trary ; but I do not enjoin you to read it : make no 
scruple of flinging it into the flre, at the first dull 
line. Forgive the ill effects of my solitude, and 
chink me, as I am. 

Ever yours. 
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LXXXIII. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ.. 

171*. 
I CANNOT forbear taking it something unkindly 
that you do not write tp me> when you may be as- 
sured I am in a great fright, and know not certainly 
yrhat to expect upon this sudden change. The 
archbishop of York has been come to Bishopthorp 
bot three days. I went with my cousin to-day to 
see the king proclaimed, which was done; the 
arcbbishop walking next the lord mayor, and all 
tlie country gentry following, with greater crowds 
of people than I believed to be in York, vAst ac- 
clamations, and the appearance of agenersdsatisfac- 
faction; the Pretender afterwards dragged about 
the streets, and, burned : ringing of bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations, the mob crying Liberty and Pro- . 
perty, and Loug live king George ! This morning 
aU the principal men of any figure took post for 
JLiondon, and we are alarmed with the fear of 
attempts from Scotland, though all the Protestants^ 
here seem unanimous for the Hanover succession. 
The poor young ladies at Castle Howard are as 
much alarmed as I am, being left all alone, without 
any hopes of seeing their father again (though « 
things should prove well) this eight or nine months. 
They have sent to desire me very earnestly to come 
to them, and bring my boy : it is the same thing as 
pensioning in a nunnery, for no mortal man ever 
enters the doors in the absence of their father, who 
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18 gone post. Doring this uDcertaintj, I think it 
will be a safe retreat ; for Middletborp stands ex- 
posed to plaoderers, if there be any at all. I dare 
sajr, after the zeal the archbishop has showed, tbey 
will visit his honse (and consequently this) in the 
first place. The archbishop made me many com- 
pliments on oar near neighbonrhood, and sidd he 
should be oveijoyed at- the happiness of improfiog 
his acquaintance with jim. I suppose you may bow 
come in at Aldbnrgh, and I heartily wish you were 
in parliament. I saw the archbishop's list of the 
lords regents appointed, and perceive lord W • • * 
Is not one of them ; by which I guess the new 
scheme is not to make use of any man grasa^^ In* 
famous in either party; consequently, those lihit 
have been honest in regard to both, will stand fi^ 
est for preferment. Yon understand these things 
much better than me; but I hope you will be per* 
snaded by me and your other friends (who I do not 
doubt will be of my opinion), that it is necessary 
for the common good for an honest man to en- 
deavour to be powerful, when he can be the one 
without losing the first more valuable title; and 
remember, that money is the source of power.— 4 
. hear that parliament sits but six months : you 
know best whether It is .worth any expense or 
Iwstle to be in it, for so short a tii»e. 
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LXXXIV. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

87th Oct. 

I AM told that you are very secure at Newark: 
if yoa are so io the West, I oaonot see why you 
should set up in three different places, except it be 
to treble the expense. I am sorry you had not 
opportunity of paying lord^ Pierrepont that coinpli- 
meat, though I hope that it will not weigh much 
with him in favour of another. I wish you would 
remember the common useful maxim, whatever 
is tp be done at all, ought to be done as soon 
as possible. I consider only your own interest 
when I speak, and I cannot help speaking warmly 
OD that subject. I hope yon will think of what I 
hinted in my last letters; and if you think of it at 
all, you cannot think of it too soon. 

Adieu. I wish you would learn of Mr. Steele to 
write to your wife. 

LXXXV. 
TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ, 

J714. 

Thouqh I am very impatient to see you, I would 
not have you, by hastening to come down, lose any 
part of your interest. I am surprised yon say oo« 



oi money ; every thing wc see, a 
hear, puts us in remembrance 
possible to restore liberty to you 
the encroachments of the prero; 
yourself to a garret, I should be 
glorious a po\'erty with yon ; but 
and will be, it is a sort of duty t 
. may be in one's power to do g 

I another word for power, towardt 

I which the first necessary qualifica 

[ and, as Demosthenes said of pro 

: tory, the second is impudence, a 

impudence. No modest man 

I wiU, make his fortune. Your fr 

I R. Walpole, and all other remai 

' , quick adrauccment, have been 

dent. The ministry is like a play 

a little door to get in, and a gre 

slioring and thrusting who shall 1 

pie who knock others with their 

a i:tti#» ii'5/»b' "^•' — »-'-- - " •'•' 
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I do not say it is impossible for an impudent 
in not to rise in the world ; but a moderate me- 
y with a large share of impudence, is more pro- 
ble to be advanced than the greatest qualiflca- 
ns without it. 

[f this letter is impertinent, it is founded upon 
opinion of your merit, which, if it is a mistalce, 
ircmld not be undeceived : it is my interest to he- 
re (as I do) that you deserve every thing, and 
t capable of every thing; but nobody else will 
ieve it, if they see yon get nothing. 



LXXXVI. 
TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

1714. 

u do me wrong in imagining (as I perceive you 
I that my reasons for bdng solicitous for your 
ring that place, was in view of spending more 
ney than we do. Vou have no cause of fancying 

capable of such a thought. I do not doubt but 
d Halifax will very soon have the staff, and it is 

belief you will not be at all the richer : but I 
ok it looks well, and may facilitate your election ; 
I that is all the advantage I hope from it. When 

your intimate acquuntance are preferred, I 
ik you virould have an ill air in having nothing : 
)h that account only, I am sorry so many consi- 
able places are disposed of. I suppose, now^ 

I will certainly be chosen somewhere 'or other; 

I I cannot see why you should not pretend to be 
laker. I believe ill the Whigs would be ibr you. 



■> - 



iiupartial; and bein^ chosen Dy yourc-m 
lionourablc than heading any place fron 



LXXXVII. 
. TO E. W. MONTAGU, ES^ 



1 CANNOT imagine why you should < 
fllMNtld not be ^ad, though from mist 
least, it is an agreeable one. I confet 
be of opinion^ if you are in the treasi 
an addition to your figure, and fadiiti 
tion, though it h uo otherwise advai 
that if you have nothing when all 3 
ance are preferred, the world genert 
persuaded that you neglect your foi 
you are neglected. 
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prised you do not mention where you mean 
id. Despatch, in things of this nature, if it 
a security, at least delay is a sure way to lose, 
. have done, being easily chosen at York, for 
iolving in time, and at Aldbui^h, for not ap- 
soon enough ta lord Pelham. There are 
who had rather choose Fair^uc than Jenkins, 
lers that prefer Jenkins to Fairiaz ; but botii 
», separately, have wished to me, that yo« 
have stood, with assurances of having pre- 
you to either of them. At Newark, lord 
{[ton has a very considerable interest. If you 
ny thoughts of standing, you must endeavour 
w how he stands affected ; though I am afraid 
1 assist brigadier Sutton, or some other Torv. 
atthew Jenison has the best interest of any 
; but he stood last year himself, and wiU per» 
do so again. Newdigate wiJi certainly be 
I there for one. Upon the whole, it is the 
expensive and uncertain place you can stand 
t is surpiising to me, that you are all tlus 
in the midst of your friends without being 
>f a place, when so many insignificant crea^- 
come in without any opposition. They say 
tricklaud is sure at Carlisle, where he never 
before. I believe most places are engaged by 
ime. I am very sorry, for your sake, that you 
ao much money in vain last year, and will 
ome in this, when yon might make a more 
lerabie figure than yon could have done then. 
I lord Pelham would compliment Mr. Jessop 
lis Newark interest, and let you come in at 
rgh. 



VouR letter %'er}' much vexed me. - 
gine why yon should doubt being the bettei 
place of that consideration, which it is in 
power to lay down, whenever you dislike the 
sures that arc taken. Supposing the comn 
lasts but a short time, I believe those thai 
acted in it will have the offer of some other 
dcrable thing. I am, perhaps, the only won 
the world that would dissuade her husband 
were inclined to it) from accepting the gi 
place in England, upon the condition of his 
one vote disiigreeing with his principles, an 
true interest of my country ; but when it is pc 
to be of service to your country by going alone 
the miiiistiy, I know not any reason for dec 
an honourable post, 'flie world never beli' 
■" '-* for people to act out of the common 
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/ Id the wrongs mibdrawing from them, 

it is visible that he might still keep his 

iy if he had not chose to keep his integrity, I 

sent you my thoughts of places in general, I 

nnly protest, without any thought of any par- 

.ar advantage to myself ; and if I were your 

id, and not your wife, I should speak in the 

i£ manner, which I really do, without any con* 

nation, but that of your figure and reputation, 

Jdi is a thousand times dearer to me tlian splen- 

or, money, &c I suppose this long letter might 

iwe been spared; for your resolution, I do not 

lubt, is already taken« 



XC. 

TO E. W. MONTAGU, ESQ. 

1714. 

You seem not to have received my letters, or not 
la have understood them : you had been chosen un- 
doubtedly at York, if you had declared in time ; but 
there is not any 'gentleman or tradesman disengaged 
at this time ; they are treating every night. Lord 
Carlisle and the Thompsons liave given tlieir interest 
to Mr. Jenkins. • I agree with you of the necessity 
of your standing this parliament, which, perhaps, 
may l>e more considerable than any that are to foU 
km it; but, as you proceed, it is my opinion, yon 
will spend your money, and not be chosen. 1 be* 
Ueve there is hardly a l>orou|^ ditftco^Sugui. \«af> 
pect erery letter should tcSi ii\« ^q^l «x^ «qx«. tA. 
ome place; and, as far m1 cmi v^^^w^*"^^*^^** 
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LETTERS. 



xci. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 



It Is bo long since I had a letter fh>m deai 
Hewet, I shoald think her no longer in the h 
the living, if Mr. Resingade did not assure i 
was happier than I, and had heard of your '. 
from your own hand> which makes me feme 
jny last miscarried^ and perhaps you are blami 
at the same time that yon are thinking me ni 
fid of you. Apropos of Mr. Resingade — ¥ 
grown such good friends, I assure you, ih 
write Italian letters to each other, dnd I ha 
pleasure of talking to him of Madiune Hewel 
told me he would send you the two tomes < 
dame de Noyer's Memoirs. I £Emcy you wi 
yourself disappointed in them, for they are in 
grave and insipid : and, instead of the gallant 
might expect, they are full of dull morals, 
last Thursday at the new Opera, and saw N 
strangle a lion with great gallantry. But he 
sented nakedness so naturally, I was surpri 



tinghani ract's. How far it m 

I tell, fiy what fiue gentlemen 

not easy to guess at what they i 

made an acquaintance with nie 

Pyramus and Thisbe, I mean 

yards high, which separates on 

Guildford's. The young ladle 

way to puU out two or three I 

up and hiaug their chins over t 

mouDted on chsdrs, used to ha 

versaikms a la d^robce for fear 

This trade continued several da 

' j dom permits long pleasures. I 

the wall the bricks loosened ; ai 

ing, down drops Min Nelly; ai 

misfortune, she fell into a little 

i her poor self to that terri 

forced to have surgeon's plaste 
what, which discovered the wl 
their mamma forbade them ever 
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I 
% 

XCII. 
TO MRS. HEWET. 

I HOPE my dear Mrs. He wet does not believe that 
1 folio tv my iocliqation, when I am two or three^ 
posts before I return thanks for her most agreeable 
letters ; but in this busy town there is very little 
time: at one's own disposal. My greatest pleasure 
Lb at Mrs. Selwyn's ; I came from thence just now, 
and I believe am the only young woman in town 
that 9m in my own house at ten o'clock to-night. 
This is'the night of count Turrucba's b2ill,to which 
he has invited a few barefaced, and the whole 
town en masque, I suppose you will have a 4f- 
scription of it from some who were at it ; I can 
only give it at second hand-, and will therefore say 
liothing of it. I have begun to learn Italian, and 
am much mortified I cannot do it of a signor of 
monsieur Resingade's recommendation; but it -is 
always the fate of women to obey, and my papa has- 
promised me to a Mr. Cassottl. I am afraid I 
shall never understand it so well as you do— but 
Itiissms cela, and talk of somewhat moi-e enter.i 
taining. 

Next to the great ball, what makes the mo^t 
noise is the marriage of an old maid, who lives in 
this street, without a portion, to a man of 7000/. 
per annum, and they say 40,000/. in rea^y money. 
Her equipage and liveries outshine any body's in 
town. He has presented her with 3000/, in jewels ; 




to church «par«/« on 
jn the penr with them. 

«"KM«. Bride faUftjJ 

lermon, and wok nr 

several women In the ci 

«>n,tl8„ rirtnes he oC 
C»*o ha. left „o cbai^ 

^,l»?8«»d-natn,«d.M" 
salvation to wcnre hl7 

"oS taven him « *i., _ 
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xcin. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

Arlington-street. 

I DO not doubt, but that before this time, my dear 
Mrs. Hewet has a thousand times called me un- 
gratefal, and has often repented of the many kind- 
nesses she has done me in the country. L$8 appU" 
.rences sont trompeuses — I am as much your servant 
as ever, and think of you with the friendship and 
acknowledgment I owe you. A tr^n of disagree- 
able events has hindered my having one leisure 
moment ; and at this very time my poor head is 
distracted with such a variety of galiimatiaSf that I 
cannot tell you one bit of news. The fire I suppose 
you have had a long and true account of, though not 
perhaps that we were raised at three o'clock, and 
kept T^'aking till five, by the most dreadful sight I 
.ever saw in my life. It was near enough to fright 
all pur servants half out of their senses : however, 
we escaped better than some of our neigh)>ours. 
Mrs. Bndthwayte, a Yorkshire beauty, who had 
.heed but two days married to a Mr. Coleman, ran 
out -of bed en chemise, and her husband followed her 
in his, in which pleasanl dress they ran as far as St. 
James's-street, where they met with a chair, and 
prudently crammed themselves both into it, ob- 
jserring the rule of dividing the good and bad fortune 
of this life» resolved to run all hazards together, and 
ordered the chairman to eaxrf Wvem >qka^ ^:w\^ 
perfectly representing^ V>tVi Vu \o\« ^jOki^^oa^k^Ao^^ 
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and want of eyes to see that they were nakec 
first happy parents. Suoday last I had the pic 
of beariiig the 'whole history from the lady*j 
mooth. 

The next most extraordinary adventure i 
famous quarrel between her grace of Hamilton 
captain Hero ; hut I suppose yon cannot be 
jant of so surprising ain event. 

Deaths nor marriages I know of none. In 

•Stephen Evans, that hanged himself, and my 

Evelyn, who will be married next weA. TIh 

bdl rings; my next shall be longer, with son 

count of your £air family. 



XCIV. 
TO MRS. HEWET. 

I .SUPPOSE my dear Mrs. Hewet has by this 
resolved never to think more on so insensibl 
nngrat^ul a creature, that could be so long 
turning thanks, for such a letter, and has reji 
of past favours. I cannot blame your resent 
appearances are so much agadnst me ; and yef 
not so much to blame as yon imagine. Yo 
pressed a desire of seeing the second part i 
Atalantis* • I had just then sent to London i 
and did not question having it last Saturdf 
hoped that a book you had a mind to see 
atone for the nothingness of my letter, and w 
solved not to send one without the other; 
.like an unfoi-tunate' projector, as 1 am, my di 
.Are always foUowed by d\s&i^v^lntment. Sat 
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came, and ifo book ; God forgive me, I had cer- 
tainly wished the lady who was to send it me hanged, 
but for the hopes it was come-by the Nottingham 
carrier, and then I should have it on Monday ; bat, 
after waiting Monday and Tuesday, I find it is not 
come at all. Now, madam, I do not question your 
fbrgiveness, and hope, that when I do not write to 
Mrs. Hewet, there is some unavoidable cause for 
my silence. Your news and your book very much 
divei-ted me ; it is an old, but very pleasant Spanish 
novel. When we leave this place I am not able to 
tell you. I have no reason to wish it, but since I 
cannot see you, that it may be in my power to 
write you more entertaining letters. I had some- 
last post told me that lady Essex Saville was going 
to be married to lord Lonsdale. I will not swear 
to the truth of it, for people make no conscience of 
what they write into the country, and think any 
thing good enough for poor us. There is another 
story that I had from a hand I dare depend upon. 
The duke of Grafton and Dr. Garth ran a foot.- 
match in the Mall, of 200 yards, and the latter, 
to his immortal glory, beat. I pr&y God yon may 
not have heard this already. I am promised a 
cargo of lampoons from the 'Bath, and if they 
come safe, you shall share them with me. My 
dear, dear Mrs. Hewet, could I contribute any way 
to your diversion, it would be the height of my 
ambition. 
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xcv. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

Nov. !«., 

You iiare not then reoeired my letter? Weill I 
shall rnn mad. I can suffer any thing rather tluui 
that yon shonld continue to think me nngrateftiL I 
think it is the last of pains to be thovght crimiiial, 
where one most desires to please, as I am sure it b 
always my wish to dear Mrs. Hewet. ~ 

I am very glad you have the second part of the 
new Atalaqtis; if you have read it, will yon he so 
good as to send it me ? and in return, I promise to 
get you the key to it. I know I can. But do yo« 
](now what has happened to the unfortunate au- 
thoress? People are offended at the liberty she 
uses in her memoirs, and she is taken into custody.- 
Miserable is the fate of writers ; if they are agree* 
able, they are offensive ; and if dull, they starve. I 
lament the loss of the other parts which we should 
have bad ; and have five hundred arguments at my 
fingers' ends to prove the ridiculousness of those 
creatures that think it worth while to take notice 
of what is only designed for diversion. After this, 
who will dare to give the history of Angella ? I was 
in hopes her faint essay would have provoked some 
better pen to give more elegant and secret memoirs ; 
but now she will serve as a scare-crow to frighten 
people from attempting any thing but heavy pa- 
negyric ; and we shall be teazed with nothing but 
heroic poems, with names at length, and fylae 
characters, srf daubed ^tVi ^^XXen^ that they are 
the severest kind of l«nipooxa,feT ^^^x^^VJsv^^^* 
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k&Et the writer and ihe snbjecty like that vile 
paper the Tatler. 

I believe^ madam, you wD) thinic I have dwelt too 
long on this business ^ but I am in a violent passion 
dNmt it. My dear Mrs. Hewet, b it impossible 
ftmahonld come here ? I would not aslc it if I had 
I eoadi lo wait upon you ; \mt I am not bom to have 
Hiy thing I have a mind to, AH the news I Icnow 
8» that Mrs. Reeves is married to colonel Sydney; 
If yon know neither of them, I will send you their 
iietares at full length $) and that giddy rake Cressr 
leOy to a fortune of 2000/. a year. I send you the 
Utth lampoons-— Corinna is lady Manchester^ and 
he other lady is Mrs. Cartwright, who, they say, 
tas pawned her diamond necklace, to buy ValenUne 
. tnuff-boz. These wars make men so violent 
caroe, that these good ladles take up with the sha- 
OW8 of them. This is the sum total of all the news 
know, and yon see I am willing to divert you all 
1 my power. I fancy the ill spelling of the lam- 
oOns will make yon laugh more than the verses i 
ideed I am ashamed for her who wrote them.- As 
wn aa possible; be pleased to send me the second 
art of the Atala&tis, &c. 



XCVI. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

BM thousand thanks to you for madame de Nuyer's 
lltiW} I wish signor Roselli may be as diverting 
> ya« as she has been to me. .The stories are very 
ctraordiaary ; but I know not whether she has not 
Ided a Uw agrimeM of invedtion to them ; how- 




tvni Dcnr uiougiivo «» *»«-•*»* . 

wOBld succeed better than tl 

Atalantls. I am sure I li 

better, which has, 1 thiuk, 

between the gay and the se 

loose, nor affected by pride. 

I take an interest in Mr. 

a battle like tbat» I think 

come off alive. L should be 

tiou that could touch you 

may very wdl rejoice whe 

for any. Adieu, madam. 

me nothing but complime 

news. Iheardthelart,tha 

ed. You can tell me whetl 

Excuse my dulness ; and 

read a letter of mine but i 

when you are entirely alor 
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XCVII. 
TO MRS. HEWET. 

> ' * ' 

I HAVE a thousand thanks to gire to my dear Mrs. 
Hewet for her news, and above all, the letter ; atid 
I would not have delayed them, but your messengdr 
was in haste, and I was resolved to write you a long 
scribble. ' My advices of Saturday say, that a peace 
will positively be concluded. Thi? comes from the 
same hand that wrote so contrary on lliursday, and 
I depend very much oh the intelligence. I am 
charmed with yoUr correspondante^ for I hope it is 
a woman ; and if it is, I reckon her an honour to 
our sex. I am in no fear of the reflection you men- 
tion ; and, as I am perfectly innocent, God knowf^ 
I am far from thinking I can be suspected. Your 
news, and no news, I know not what to make of at 
present. My domestic affairs go on so ill, I want 
spirits to look abroad. I have got a cold that dis* 
ables my eyes, and disorders me every way : and 
after much contestation, I have submitted to take 
medicine. You see how stupid I am ; but I have 
the oddest jumble of disagreeable things in my bead 
•that ever placed poor mortals ; a great cold, a bad 
peace, people I love in disgrace, sore eyes, the hor- 
rid prospect of a civil war, and the thoughts of a 
filthy potion to take. I believe nobody ever had 
such a melange before. My companions are your 
servants. I had forgot the Spectators : one is not 
worth meDtioDiDg ; the other \s so ^Nalvok vs^^^^^^i^ 

good sense, I wonder any bod^ ol fw^ '«j^"ax^^^^<aR^ 

not iJiHf oat that he 18 iu t\ie i\^\kU 
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1 ml^t hope to s 

this long time. ' 
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retarn into i^oi,;, 

>W; bat all tha 

grooDd m beliere 

Von CRD eq«ct do 

at present in her 

Wea* thai ostaniU 

' nwy almost saj, I 

forgotten it. Be so i 

JOMkherifshe«< 
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choose mbe, it should never be to stay perpetually 
in the same place. I should even prefer little 
storms to an eternal calmf and though I am dis- 
pleased not to see yon, I am not sorry to see a new 
part of the kingdom. 

My dear Mrs. Hewet, preserve me yoor friendship 
wherever my fortune carries me^ and believe that I 
am equally in all j^aces yours. 

Continue your jdirection to Arlington-street. 



XCIX. 

TO MRS. H£WET. 

Till this minute I was in hopes of waiting on dear 
Mrs. Hewet before we left the country, which made 
me defer writing ; but now positive orders oblige us 
to go to-morrow, and the horses must rest to-day, 
so that this paper must give you thanlss for me, for 
all the many favours which could not have been be- 
stowed on one who conld have had a more quick 
and lasting sense of them. When I am in London, 
1 will certsdnly send yon all that passes, though I 
foncy yon have it from people better both at wridng 
8od4iitelligence. 

ISn. G« whose character you desire to know, is a 
lady who has made a great noise in the world; but 
I never thought she would come to make such a 
figure in it. The lord she has snapped made a lam- 
poon on her last winter. For my part, I never 
heard her speak in my life. She isgeneraUY thoa^t 
handsome. If miss Selwyn (aa \ ^w^&V ^^ "SAsiV 
upplies her place, there wUi \>e c»ft iaaflft.\«Bftr 
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lomo^.* Amidst the hurry of taking such a joiur- 
nef to-morrow, I am sure yoa will forgive my let- 
ters beiDg DO longer : yoa know people can never 
kHiTB- your company^ or writing to ;groa9 witbont 
regret. Write to me where to direct to yon, and 
direct to me in Arlington-street^ near St. James's, 
London. 

C. 
TO MRS. HEWET. 

Most of the neighbonrs hereabouts have been to 
see me, but they are very few, and few of those few 
that are supportabl^^none agreeable. This part 
of the world is so different from Nottinghamshire, 
that I can hardly persnade myself it is in the same 
Idngdom. The men here are all Sylvios, no Myr* 
tlUos. If they could express themselves so well, 
they would say, like him, 

** Mille nimfe darai per una fera 
Che di melampo mio caociatu fosse 
Godasi queste gioje 
Chi n'ha di me pii;^U8to, io non le scuto.*' 

Though they cannot say it in Italian verse, they 
often speak to that purpose in English pro^e over a 
bottle, insensible of other pleasures than hunting 
and drinking. The consequence of which is, the 
poor female part of their family being seldom per- 
mitted a coach, or at best but a couple of starved 
jades, to drag a dirty chariot, their lords and 
masters having no occasion for such a machine, tfi 
their mornings are spent among the hounds, and 
the nights with as beastly companions, with what 

^ At St JtniM^it ot tba Xiede^bamber. 
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quor they can get in this country, which is sot 
ery famous for good drink. If this mAnagement 
id not hinder me the company of ray the neigh-r 
oursj I should regret the absence of the Pustor 
Idos, being of the opinion oT Sylvia in TasBO^ 

" Albri segne idiletti di I'amore 
Se pur'v'e ne Tamor alcun diMto." 

I would fain persuade you to practise your Italian, 
fear I shall forget ,to speak it, for want of some- 
ody to speak it to. Amongst the rest of the ad- 
antHges t should hare in your conversation, (if I 
hould4»e so happy as to be with you) I would «n- 
earour to improve in that polite language. I find 
ou are very busy about politics ; we a^ the same 
fere, particularly in the' pulpit, where the parsons 
MMild fain become as famous as Sacheverel, and are 
ery sorry that they cannot have the honour of be- 
Qg tried too. For my part, I content myself in my 
lumble sphere, am passive in their disputes, and en- 
leavour to study my Italian in peace and quietness. 
)ttt people mistake very much in placing peace in 
roods and shades, for I believe solitude puts people 
mt of humour, and makes them disposed to quar- 
el, or there would not be so many disputes about 
eligion and liberty, by creatures that never under- 
food the first, nor have, or ate likely to have, a 
aste of the latter. 

" Crush'd by the itint of thirty poundf a year.** 

CI. 
TO MRS. HEWET. 

WOULD willingly retutii ^ew "lA?w.,'^««^^^*«si»r 
ing more, for divenvB^ toft i<c> hi^^ ^"^^ ^'^ 
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ler senses along vnth her fortane, for the use of 
ter grace ; I thooght her other focnlties as imperfect 
s that of hearing. I am glad she is not svch a 
tock as I took her to he. I beg your pardon 4;hal 
most write a letter withoot news, but I do not 
now one bit, if it were to stand one instead of my 
eck verse. I am here waiting the mee^g of the 
arliament, and am persuaded you will be in Lon« 
on before me; if not, I will endeavour to see you. 
on talk of the duke of Leeds — I hear that he has 
laced his heroic love upon the bright charms of a 
ewterer's wife ; and, after a long amour, and many 
srilous adventures, has stolen the (air la4yt which, 
1 spite of his wrinkles and grand-child, persuade 
Bople of his youth and gallantry. You see what 
:uff I am forced to write, but to such I am com- 
tilled, excepting I should entertain you with York 
»ves and piques, which would be as dull to you as 
hat passed at the last wake. It is impossible to 
.ugh at what they do^ without having first laughed 
: what they are. 

I am, madam, ^ours. 

This is abrupt; but the post will wait for no 
an. 

cm. 

TO MRS. HEWET. 

Adrfanople, April 1, Ifif, 
DARE say my dear Mrs. Hew^t thinks me the m<Mt 
ipid thing alive, to neglect so «i^s^cedX\^ ^ c»t- 
\wndeDce; bat It has ldthexU> X^o^xi "oXMts^ 
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